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The 7" International Tanka Festival Competition, 2012
By The Japan Tanka Poets’ Society

There were 589 entries from all over the world for the above mentioned Tanka Competition. The
Jjudges are Jane Reichhold (U.S.A.), Beverley George (Australia), Yasuhiro Kawamura (Japan), and
Aya Yuhki (Japan).

The results are as follows:

Certificate of Merit by The Japan Tanka Poets’ Society Certificate of Merit by The Japan Times, Ltd.

who knew that often I’ve heard
an envelope of poems wise old men declare
could hold so much? — a gladness
little boats, little hopes to depart this life—
sent out into the world can it be they lie?

by Joyce Wong (Canada) by Michael McClintock (U.S.A.)

Certificate of Merit by The 7" International Tanka Festival Committee

the news Certificate of Merit by The Tankakenkyusha Ltd.
when it came
shattered my day part of me
a thousand scrambled pixels knew they’d come
to replace your missing face high clouds
darkening summer sunlight
by Margaret L. Grace (Australia) and your chest x-ray

by Michele L. Harvey (U.S.A.)

Certificate of Merit by Kadokawa Gakugei Shuppan Publishing Co. Ltd. =

Just a shooting star
disappears into nowhere
at our old window—
alone in this night in which
we could have talked about light by Eduard Tara (Romania)

<14:



Certificate of Merit by The Honamishoten Corp.

astride

a fault line in the bay
a sea star

one small splice

in this fractured world

by Lesley Anne Swanson (U.S.A.)

Certificate of Merit by The Gendaitanka Corp.

nine autumns past

first trip to my homeland. ..
now in Taipei

drinking alone in moonlight
I still long for Taipei

by Chen-ou Liu (Canada)

Certificate of Merit by Jane Reichhold

this trailer park,

with its throng of misfitting wrecks,
my mind—

will it lilac-free itself

will it daisy-poeticize

by Spiros Zafiris (Canada)

Certificate of Merit by Yasuhiro Kawamura

Seasons are out of order—
cherry and plum flowers
blossom side by side
behind the bright colors
hides a piece of loneliness

by Chiau-Shin NGO 2 B #r (Taiwan)

<15>

Certificate of Merit by The Nagaramishobo Corp.

aged laughter

from three stooped women
fills the cloisters

in the Hospice garden

trees bow down with ripened fruit

by Anne Benjamin (Australia)

Certificate of Merit by The Irinosya Corp.

eight chicks

of Nipponia Nippon
hatch in the wild
—Tresilience—

so in Fukushima

by Fusako Kitamura (Japan)

Certificate of Merit by Beverley George

I climb through

sunlight and alder woods
to find him

sleeping among blueberries
a dragon built of stones

by Kirsty Karkow (U.S.A.)

Certificate of Merit by Aya Yuhki

sudden crack

as a bunya pine cone
splits open—

no way to prepare
for that kind of news

by David Terelinck (Australia)
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From “Kokoro to Kotoba: University of Hawai’i Japanese Poetry Contests 1999~2008"
Translated by Gladys Nakahara

Vanessa Napoleon ( Jpn. 202 1999)

B n%) “Winter in July”
ZDHAEM~MToT I went to the park yesterday
HEERBLELVWIEE S ol While walking, I sang a happy song
AKOFOHZE Y DR Fizd ot I sat on a green bench under the trees
Bt T L TR 2 LT I waited...and waited..and waited .

But he didn’t come

TH, PIEKERFATLE
o Now, the bench is old and brown
'%'\ ’:{fﬁﬁ' CTHRETY The song I sing is not happy
IR RLLLBY A It is winter in July
CAIKEABHY ET

7 AR E Y PR MBS FAL—FO>
<% 7 BEPRRZIEHRK . <18>



Mark Panek (jpn. 202 2001)

ryz v “Ukurere”
bbb Soft is
7L LDE The sound of the ukulele
Eoxk The song of summer
Blane Ogawa (Jpn. 102 2001)

ML &) “MY Little Brother”
BLoLeE With my little brother
X ARV T4 On a cold night
a7k I drink cocoa
Sherry Tanaka (Jpn. 202 2004)

I A H—3) “Hawaii is the Best”
EhoizE Beautiful summer
EhueLk Beautiful winter
—ERRE LVARSL All year long
oy —8 Gentle breeze blows
ND A R—F It's the best after all,

Hawaii is the best

Weng Seong Siu  (Jpn.401 2006)

AT Being bumbling

185 g And unsteady

W< Th I'm afraid,

BT Do T But I'll fly toward my dream
RO D& - & S

George Kidera (Jpn. 431 2006)

ZH5LTYH Whether I do this
bHLTWVTYH Or do that

Mad b The worries remain

Fo bzt How easy it would be

A2 DIz 72 3~ If they’d just quietly disappear

Takashi Miura (Jpn. 431 2007)

EENTTL

~ /7DD
THIZ
TeRVEHLS
BELT

The clouds pass over

The peaks of the
Mountains in Manoa
Leaving in its wake

A disappearing trail of mist

<B7EERXHETRSY BRAEE : fHASFAC—FO>




<H 7 EERERRERARS ERKEAT>

ot : AEKBAL
FEBAFE : Gilbert J. Perry

H X TR
The Blue Horizon

ZOFEFICHFEHMIFRICEITIAAT
WE-LEBRICEZFESD

oh, how | wish

| could melt

into the blue horizon,

drawing up my forehead

to the airplane window

DBEZ LKROMHE/EELIX
K % 5 D IMI{ENE

after | am gone,

will the stars in the next generation
still be shining

in the sky over billions

of brighten years?

ANEZBEOZ LEMTH
ROBDEZEIZENET
so short lived

our life just like a sigh

so this brief moment

of time allowed us

we wish to spend it gracefully

47 B ;&Wﬁ*ﬁ

3 9.{& AALT

B LV m-<{bdv LEA»®
Bz T 2B/EDIY

years and months

from time to time bringing

warm and cold days

now over, greeting

the mass of Resurrection

ASBAZTHBIIFIZESHFOED
FidEES LREDIETLITL

how peaceful | feel

reading the Lord

clothes the wild flowers today

and gone tomorrow,

burned up in the oven

(THE TANKA JOURNAL 2012 NO.41, composed by Choko Ishigaki)
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