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GENEALOGICAL TABLE

JÖNS LARSSON							1660 — 1709
Wife: Botel Jönsdotter						1664 —   ?
Farmer of Röan in Jämshög, Blekinge, Sweden

PER JÖNSSON								1701 — 1789
Wife: Torin Eriksdotter
Farmer of Gillaruna in Jämshög

SVEN PERSSON							?
Wife: Truen Jonsdotter
Farmer of Holje in Jämshög

JOHN SVENSSON							1752 —   ?
Wife: Ingegerd Olsdotter						1749 —   ?
Farmer of Holje in Jämshög

OLOF (JOHNSSON) RÖNBECK						1790 — 1858
Wife: Kerstin Månsdotter						1794 — 1834
Sheriff and Farmer of Målen, Gammalstorp

OLIVIA RÖNBECK							1823 — 1877
Husband: Håkan Mattsson						1821 — 1898
Miller, owner of Kulla mill Gammalstorp

MATTIS HÅKANSSON							1852 — 1932
Wife: Hanna Andersdotter						1857 — 1905
Miller and owner of Kulla mill, apple grower
Högtofta, Gammalstorp

EMMA (MATTISSON) SWANSON					1889 — 1981
Husband: Swan Swanson						1886 — 1954
Immigrated to Minneapolis, MN 1908
Swan was the chauffeur for CC Bovey, a Director of General Mills.



BLEKINGE                         [image: Macintosh HD:Users:lesley:Desktop:images-3.jpeg]

Blekinge and the province of Skåne, to the west, were ruled by Denmark for 600 years, ending in 1658.  In 1719, when the Swedish King Karl XII died, our relative, Jöns Rönbeck—an early name in this genealogy—was taken hostage to the Danish palace and asked to explain to the King exactly where the folk in Skåne stood politically, now that the Swedish King was dead.  The province had only belonged to Sweden for 60 years, and the King no doubt wondered if the southern tip of Sweden was ripe again for insurrection.  Jöns apparently convinced him that the south would happily remain Swedish, because there was no subsequent attempt by Denmark to contest the ownership of Skåne and Blekinge.  (Read the full story in the first pages of this book.)
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Russberget, the highest point in Blekinge, is just south of Sölvesborg, on or beside the family land in Kulla.  From the top, you can see the Baltic.  Högtofta, where Olof Rönbeck homesteaded, and where Emma Mattisson lived, is close by.  The climate is mild here, and Blekinge is known as the Garden of Sweden.  There are miles of sandy beaches, and fishing is superb.
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Former Danish coat of arms                      Current coat of arms, since 1660

During the sixteenth century, the province used a coat of arms depicting a crowned hill rising from the sea, and the symbol is known from several official Danish documents. The colours are uncertain, but expert Anders Thiset suggested a green hill on a red shield. This symbol was only used during the Danish administration and was replaced with the current coat of arms by the Swedish administration.
Blekinge was granted its current arms at the funeral of Charles X Gustav of Sweden in 1660, based on a seal from the 15th century. Symobolically the three crowns from the Coat of arms of Sweden had been placed on the trunk of the tree to mark the change in status of the former Danish province that now belonged to Sweden. The arms is represented with a ducal coronet. Blazon: "Azure, an Oak Tree eradicated Or ensigned with three Crowns palewise of the same."
Geography of Blekinge
Blekinge has a scenic archipelago and is sometimes called the "Garden of Sweden".  There are miles of sandy beaches.  The population today is about 150,000.  It is the smallest province by land area on the mainland; only an island is smaller.
History of Blekinge
Blekinge became part of the kingdom of Denmark at some point in the early 1000s - most likely 1026. Its status before then is unknown. It then remained a Danish province for over 600 years, and together with the provinces of Skåne and Halland, it made up the eastern part of the Danish kingdom where Scanian Law prevailed. As a border province Blekinge was often raided and looted by Swedish troops during Danish-Swedish wars. In 1658 it was ceded to Sweden according to the Treaty of Roskilde and has remained Swedish ever since.


TO THE READER

This is the story of your family, a neverending story, now on its third edition. Parts of this story pivot around Emma Mattisson Swanson, sister of Swan Mattson and aunt of David and Jane Mattson.  If you keep her firmly in mind, the pieces will fall into place with just a little jiggling.  So grab a Coke or a cup of coffee and give it a try.  You may just find it riveting.

There are stories here for history buffs, for literary types, for romantics.
The story of Swan and Emma is as heart-warming a true love as anyone could ever imagine.  They met in childhood.  They were neighbors.  They fell in love quite young and remained soul mates forever.  In their teens, when Swan sailed off alone to Illinois for four years, they exchanged letters and made secret plans to marry.  When he returned, they took their zest for life and spirit of adventure across the Atlantic and halfway across North America to Minneapolis, where they raised three children who spoke only English.  They had secure employment, housing, and food all through the depression era.  And all the while, they managed to accumulate a nest egg of blue chip stocks that served them and their heirs well.  Our lives pale in comparison to theirs.

The first dates for this family tree were collected in 1903 by C.O. Hilding Lund, whose relationship to the family is unknown.  Olle Mattisson worked on it diligently for years, translating portions into English, expanding the scope, and adding family photos.  Now I’ve taken it a step further, translating all the Swedish pages and adding photos that show more relatives, those from the 20thcentury and those living today.  As more of you visit Blekinge, or invite relatives to visit you, this book will continue to grow.  There are relatives to suit everyone’s taste:  evangelical Christians who sing in church choirs; intellectuals; writers and reporters; cosmopolitan urbanites who follow the latest films and fashion; managers and tech experts; outdoorsmen.  Think of the opportunities for your children’s education, the instant access to meaningful information for those ever-popular social studies reports.  Video chat brings it all home.  If you prefer to travel there, renting a car is simple.  There are castles galore, sandy beaches with superb fishing, tap water that is purer than at home, and everyone speaks English.  Happy reading!
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Achievement and education continue to be threads woven into the tapestry of this family history at the beginning of the 21st century.  From the very beginning of this tree, education set this family apart.  These were more often than not, clergymen, literate men who had studied philosophy and could manage a parish as well.  The very earliest were far and above, the most educated men in their village, or county.  (Alas, we know nothing about their wives.)  Obviously, they were bright, sometimes intellectuals.  Writing and the law appear to be specific interests.  By and large, these were not people who sought center stage.  They were not risk takers, not entrepreneurs.  But while many were born and died in the same village, others wanted more.  They were open to new experience, to travel, even to emigration.  Pages have been added to tell the stories of those family members who left Sweden for America in an era when communication was limited to one or two letters per year, carried by ship.  Their courage and optimism are breathtaking still, to us, living a century or more after they sailed.  They said adjö to their parents and siblings, learned a new language, and set down roots across the Midwest.  Their grandchildren have continued this thread of education beyond the norm, and have spread to the East coast and the West.  


READER NOTES

Careful readers will note the large families recorded in this genealogy, and the repetition of children’s names.  This is not an error.  Children frequently died in infancy, and their names were passed down to the next boy or girl born, so there can be several children in one list with the same name but different death dates.  These hardships, and the thought of raising such huge families, give us pause, two or three centuries later.  Nevertheless, many of these relatives were astonishingly long lived. All things considered, it is incredible that these names and dates have been tracked down so meticulously and preserved for us in the 21st century.  It is up to later generations to stay in touch and keep this document alive, both in Sweden and America.  

It is of interest that adopted children have played a role in this family history.  Their birth and death dates are known, and in some cases, their birth parents as well.  Most notably, Kerstin Månsdotter brought considerable wealth into the family when she married Olof Rönbeck.  Even though they already had large families, some relatives adopted yet another child, invariably girls.

All of Olle Mattisson’s original document has been translated in this 2013 document, with additions from Jeanette Persson’s school research project on her family and the Kulla mill. Photos have been added to show as many family faces as possible, to make this document come alive to future readers and to those in the future who would search for family resemblances.  Please add more stories from recollections of your parents, your grandparents.  This is a living historical document. 



Some Notes about the Family Tree
(Rönbeck – Morinska relatives)


The eight branches of our family tree are not listed chronologically by birth date due to an earlier version prepared in 1903 by C.O. Hilding Lund that was used as the basis for this version.  This version was prepared by Olle Mattisson in Sweden, where he lived in a suburb of Stockholm (born March 13, 1923 and died 2007).   Notes, photos, and English translations of various pages in Olle’s 2000 version has been provided by Lesley Anne Swanson in 2013. Olle gave Lesley a copy of this family tree in Sweden in 2003.


The first documented trace of this family goes back to Jöns Larsson, born 1660, a farmer in Röan in the village of Jämshögs in the province of Blekinge.  According to some sources he was well respected and was probably well to do.  He was married to Botel Jönsdotter (born 1664) and they had 8 children that form the basis of the branches in this overview.


Jöns Larsson died in 1709 and was buried by the family’s good friend, the dean J. Sorbonius, in the cemetery of Jämshögs church.  The dean was so weak and old that he conducted the ceremony while sitting.  (He died of the plague in 1711.)  About half the population of the village died in that terrible epidemic.  To what extent Jöns Larsson’s family was affected by this epidemic is not reported in the various available accounts.  Despite these conditions, eight of the children reached adulthood and established families.  These eight children are the basis of the branches in the following exhibit.   Our family descends directly from Branch 5.



1 --  Jöns Rönbeck			1685
2 – Abraham Rönbeck		1706
3 -- Matthias Rönbeck		1708
4 – Hans Jönsson (Rönbeck)	?
5 – Per Jönsson			1701
6 – Nils Jönsson			?
7 – Hanna Jönsdotter		1705
8 – Karna Jönsdotter		?

Note for English readers:  Daughters took their father’s first name and added the word “daughter” until the early 1900s when this tradition was dropped.


1st Branch

Jöns Rönbeck, born 1685, appointed priest (clergyman) in 1709, and named rector of the congregations in Skanör and Falsterbo in 1711.  (Note: Even today, Skanör is a lovely village on the southwest coast of Sweden, facing Denmark, and is reminiscent of Carmel, California, with its quiet grace and picturesque homes.  To become a priest, i.e. clergyman, and be named a rector in that era is indicative of high education.  Jöns was undoubtedly a well-educated and well-respected man.)  

Jöns was taken hostage by the Danish Admiral Todensköld on January 18, 1719 and brought to the Danish King in Copenhagen for interrogation.  The King wanted information about the political leanings and undercurrents of sentiment among the population in Skåne after the death of Karl XII.  At the Queen’s request, Jöns was set free afterward and transported back to Skanör.  Jöns career was enhanced, and he became rector in successively larger cities: Ystad in 1720, Helsingborg in 1725, and Malmö in 1738.  He became a Senior Rector in 1740 and died later in that year.

(Note: The southernmost Swedish province, Skåne was always a rebellious territory that was often contested during Danish sovereignty.  Even as of this writing, at the beginning of the 21st century, homes flying a flag unique to Skåne can be seen in this province.)

Jöns took the name Rönbeck when he began to study for the clergy.  This name is a combination of the farm Röan and a creek (bäck in Swedish, pronounced “beck” and spelled here that way) that runs through the property.  Later, most of the family who went on to study took the name Rönbeck as well, because the farmers kept the current family name.  The sole exception here is Håkan in the 8th branch, who took the name Morin and later became rector in Gammalstorp.

2nd Branch
Abraham Rönbeck, born 1706: magistrate and clergyman in 1734, rector in Vesterstad 1741, in Gärdstånga 1761, Senior Rector 1782.  Died in 1794.


3rd Branch
Matthias Rönbeck, born 1708: clergyman 1733, magistrate 1734, Rector in Barkåkra, in Ystad’s St. Petri 1744, Ystad’s Maria 1745, Dean 1746.  Died in 1772.

4th Branch
Hans Jönsson (Rönbeck)
Parish clerk and organist in Jämshög (?)

5th Branch
Per Jönsson, born 1701, famer in Gilleruna.  He can be traced to Röan and most probably was a farmer in Gilleruna.  Our relatives continue from Per Jönssons son Sven Persson and his son John Svensson on in a line of direct descent to Olof Rönbeck, born 1790; his daughter Olivia Rönbeck; and her son, Mattis Håkansson.  The same direct relationship holds for Olof Eskilsson, where the family goes via Olof Rönbecks daughter, Maria, to her daughter Kjersa (married to Eskil Jönsson) and on to their son Olof Eskilsson. 

Note: Mattis Håkansson is the great-grandfather of Robert, Helen and Edith Swanson, USA, and great-great-great grandfather of their grandchildren. 

6th Branch
Nils Jönsson på Röan

7th Branch
Hanna Jönsdotter, married to Jöns Olsson in Jämshög.

From Hanna Jönsdotter and Jöns we come to the author and poet Pehr Thomasson (born 1818).  See pages later in this document on Pehr Thomasson and Blända Rönbeck (daughter of Olof Rönbeck, Målen, of Branch 5.)  

8th Branch
Karna Jönsdotter.  Married in Slätten in Kyrkhult.

Karna’s daughter, Karna Håkansdotter, married Sven Nilsson in Morbohult (the present rector’s house in Kyrkhult) and they had a son, Håkan, born 1778.  He went on to study and took the name Morin.  In 1812, he became a clergyman and the castle minister in Karlskrona.  In 1831, he was named Senior Rector in Gammalstorp.  He died in 1864.

His son, Sven Jakob Morin, studied to become a clergyman and Doctor of Philosophy.  He became Senior Rector in Gammalstorp in 1864 upon his father’s death.





Many sources indicate that Laurs Nilsson, of Röan, is Jöns Larssons father.  But often this statement is followed by a question mark, so the notes are likely from the same source.  Nevertheless, there are many indications that point to the authenticity of this information.

1) “Laurs” is a Danish name that was often turned into the Swedish “Lars” because Sweden took over Blekinge and Skåne from the Danes.  Per the usage current at that time, his son was given the last name Larsson, hence Jöns Larsson.

2) As one of the representatives for Röan on March 14, 1677, Laurs Nilsson signed an agreement brokering peace between the populace in Jämshög and the Swedish army, which was under the leadership of Johan Gyllenstierna.  This contract/agreement saved Jämshög from being burned to the ground.  The contract can be found in the War Archives in Sweden.

3) Jöns was 16 years old at the time of the treaty and most probably the oldest son in the family, since he was then head of the homestead. Laurs Nilsson was likely in his 40’s and, due to their difference in age, could be Jöns father.  Further study of the Danish archives could shed more light on this question.
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COMPREHENSIVE
FAMILY CHRONOLOGY

JÖNS LARSSON (1660-1709) to OLOF RÖNBECK (1790-1858)


JÖNS LARSSON						1660 - 1709
Wife: Botel Jönssdotter					1664 - ?
	
CHILDREN
	Jöns Rönbeck					1685 – 1740
	PER JÖNSSON					1701 – 1789
	Abraham Rönbeck					1706 – 1794
	Mattias Rönbeck					1708 – 1792
	Hans Jönsson
	Nils Jönsson
	Hanna Jönsdotter
	Karna Jönsdotter

PER JÖNSSON						1701 — 1789
Wife: Törin Eriksdotter						?
Farmer from Gillaruna, Jämshög, Blekinge

CHILDREN
	Jöns Persson						?
	Lars Rönbeck					   ?    — 1774
	Ingar Persson
	Jöns Persson
	Botel Persdotter
	Carl Persson						   ?   — 1779
	SVEN PERSSON

SVEN PERSON							?
Wife: Truen Jonsdotter						?
Farmer from Holje, Jämshög


CHILDREN
	JOHN SVENSSON						1752 – 1826
	Bengta Svensdotter
	Jöns Svensson							?
	Johanna Svensdotter						?

JOHN SVENSSON							1752 – 1826
Wife: Ingegerd Olsdotter						1749 - ?
Farmer from Holje, Jämshög

CHILDREN
	OLOF (JOHNSSON) RÖNBECK				1790 – 1858
	Toren Johnsdotter							?
	______ Johnsdotter						?

OLOF J. RÖNBECK							1790 – 1858
Wife: Kerstin Månsdotter					1794 – 1834
	(the adopted child of wealthy landowners)

Olof and Kerstin had 11 children. See following the page for detailed family information.  They are the maternal great-grandparents of Emma Swanson.
The Swanson and Mattisson families descend from their daughter Olivia.

See also individual pages for Olof’s and Kerstin’s stories.


OLOF J. RÖNBECK and KERSTIN MÅNSDOTTER


MATERNAL great grandparents of Emma (Mattisson) Swanson

Olof (Johnsson) Rönbeck				7/3       1790		1858
Kersin Månsdotter					12/15  1794		1834

CHILDREN
	Blända						11/9   1818		1879
	(See individual page for Blända’s story)
	Carolina	(to Assaria, Kansas)			5/10   1820		1903
	Maria							7/4     1821		1907
	Olivia							8/26   1823		1877
	Johanna						7/8     1824		1831
	Sofia							5/1     1826		?
	Carl Erik						6/19   1827		?
	Emanuel						3/19   1829		1831
	Johanna (daughter Hilma to Rock Island, Illinois)	4/15   1831		?
	Sven Emanuel					6/28   1832		?
	Johannes						7/8     1834		1834

Olof Rönbeck’s 2nd wife:
Bengta Rönbeck born Bengtsdotter			5/1     1814             1882

CHILD:
	Emma Christina					12/3   1846            1938
	(See individual page for Emma Christina’s story about her family)

ADOPTED CHILD: 
	Christina Nordgren from Karlshamn		12/16  1808          ?


Note: Olivia Rönbeck is Emma Swanson’s paternal grandmother, and Blända was her great-aunt.


OLOF JOHNSSON RÖNBECK

Maternal great-grandfather of Emma (Mattisson) Swanson


Olof was born July 3, 1790 in Holje, Jämshög and died in Simrishamn, Skåne, 1858.  His parents were John Svensson of Holje and Ingegerd Olsdotter.  His mother was age 41 when he was born.  He was baptized July 11, 1790.  His godmother was Jöns Olsson’s wife from Håkantorp, and godfathers were Truls Svensson and Nils Olsson from Holje.

Olof’s wife was Kerstin Månsdotter, an adopted child of sheriff Erik Gillström of Gilleruna in Jämshög (borm May 6, 1760 in Gammalstorp) and his wife Nilla Jeppsdotter (born in Ysane 1760).  

Kerstin’s parents were Måns Olsson from Kråktorp in Mörrum and his wife Karna Jeppsdotter (born January 30, 1752, in Ysane).  Kerstin died of a miscarriage on July 11, 1834.

Olof Rönbeck’s 2nd wife was his housekeeper after Kerstin’s death, Bengta Benedikta Bengtsdotter (born May 1, 1817 in Hålabeck, Gammalstorp).  Her father was Bengt Bengtsson (born 1785).  Olof and Bengta married in 1845 and had one child, a daughter Emma Christina (born December 3, 1846.).

After Olof’s death in 1858, Emma and her mother continued to live in Simrishamn.  In 1863, one of Bengta’s brothers persuaded them to go to America, where he had settled.  Emma was married in Knoxville, Illinois, on August 26, 1866, to Sven P. Peterson from Glimåkra, Skåne.  They later moved to Lindsborg, Kansas, where she worked as a newspaper reporter.  She died in Lindsborg in 1938.
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OLOF JOHNSSON RÖNBECK  (1790 – 1858)
via
wife Kerstin Månsdotter (1794-1834)

Olof and Kerstin are the great-grandparents of Emma (Mattisson) Swanson.

Kerstin was the adopted daughter of a wealthy family, to whom the current generation traces ownership of landholdings in Blekinge.  She is a direct relative of the Swansons in America and Mattissons in Sweden.
Here is what is known of her story.


Kerstin was born December 15, 1794, in Norje,Ysane, near Gammalstorp.  She was adopted by the sheriff Erik Gillström of Gilleruna in Jämshög (born 5/6/1760) and his wife Nilla Jeppsdotter, (born (1/30/1752) in Ysane.  According to the history provided by Olle M, this very wealthy, titled family named “Geheimenråd” Gillsström, moved to Blekinge and bought extensive property there.  In that small province and the even smaller villages, the bright young man Olof Rönbeck (our relative) came to his attention.  Gillström no doubt wanted to leave his landholdings in capable hands, and proposed to leave his land to Olof, on the condition that Olof marry Kerstin.  Hence a marriage between Olof and this adopted child was arranged, to the benefit of both and of succeeding generations.  The couple produced 11 children.  Of these, two immigrated to America: Carolina (born 1820) settled in Assaria, Kansas, and Johanna’s daughter, Hilma, went to Rock Island, Illinois.  Olof’s youngest child, Emma Christina, born to his second wife after Kerstin’s death, immigrated to Lindsborg, Kansas, where she was reputed to have been a gifted writer.  Her family recollections appear elsewhere in this document.

A portion of the Rönbecks extensive property was later deeded to their fourth child, Olivia, who had married another bright young man named Håkan Mattsson.  Their story is told elsewhere in this document.

The Rönbecks oldest child, the daughter Blända, fell in love with a poet, but Olof refused to allow them to marry.  Her heartbreaking story is told elsewhere in this document.
OLOF JOHNSSON RÖNBECK  (1790 – 1858)
and 2nd wife Bengta Benedikta Bengtsdotter (1817-1882)

via

only child Emma (Rönbeck) Pettersson (1846-1938, Kansas)

Olof was born in 1790 in Jämshög, Blekinge.  He was the son of John Svensson (see 5th Branch in Genealogy).  At age 23, he moved to the village of Hoby where he married Kerstin Månsdotter, the adopted daughter of the major landowner, Geheimeråd Gillström (known as Erik).  In 1818, he moved to Gammalstorp where he became the constable, and settled down in Möllekulla.  He later became a constable in Ysand and Mjällby as well, the same as his father-in-law.  In 1827 he moved to Målen and farmed a portion of Kulla 16, which has remained in the family since that time.

He left law enforcement to become a kommissarie and later was given the title Hofkamrer.  His wife, Kerstin, died of a miscarriage in 1843.  That same year, he gave a newly built mill in Kulla to his daughter Olivia and her husband, Håkan Mattson.  Altogether, Rönbeck and Kerstin had 11 chidren although three died young.  Olof also adopted a daughter, Christina Nordgren, from Karlshamn.

Five years after his wife’s death, Rönbeck married a second time, to Bengta Benedikta Bengtsdotter (born 1817) from Hålabäck in Gammalstorp.  Bengta had been the family housekeeper since Kerstin’s death.  They had one child together, Emma Christina Rönbeck, born December 3, 1846.  The family moved to Simrishamn, a larger nearby town, in 1847.  Here, Olof worked in legal affairs, and had official duties in district court.  

In his 60’s, Olof was affected with paralysis in his right hand, but stubbornly taught himself to write with his left hand, which soon was affected with cramp as well.  At that point, he became dependent on secretarial assistance.  Emma, his youngest daughter, who was then eight years old and gifted, began writing to dictation from him in 1854, continuing in this manner until his death in 1858.  Five years after his death, when Emma was 17, she and her mother emigrated to America (1867), eventually settling in a Swedish community in Kansas where she wrote for the local newspaper in Swedish.  She was highly regarded as a writer.

Here is an excerpt from a letter written by Emma to family in Sweden, recalling her father (translation by LAS).  This letter is not dated, but was likely written when she was quite old.  She died on October 3, 1938, in Lindsborg, Kansas.  Lindsborg remains a very Swedish small town to this day.

Emma Christina writes:
My father was born July 3, 1790.  His father was John Svensson, and he had two sisters.  He had a better education than was typical at that time.  His name was Olof, and his home was in Röan, a homestead in Blekinge.  Many of the sons from earlier generations of the family had left farming life in favor of advanced education and had taken the name Rönbeck from the river that runs through the property.  My father did so as well.  He studied in Karlshamn.  A wealthy family with the name Giheimeråd Gillström came to Blekinge and bought a huge homestead there.  Gillström was so impressed with Olof’s intellect that he promised to pay for his studies from then on if Olof married his adopted daughter, Kerstin, which Olof did.  They had eleven children.

The sons went to sea and became captains.  Sven Emanuel settled in New Orleans, and Carl Erik in Helsingborg.  All daughters but two married farmers.  Sofia married a city accountant Andersson in Karlskrona.  Johanna married an organist, Liljeblad, and their daughter, Hilma, married an organist named Wallen, and they moved to Rock Island, Illinois.  Hilma died there.  Carolina was the only one of the daughters who came to America with her children, and they settled in Assaria, Kansas.  Her children were: Kjersti, Lars-Johan, Hanna, and Ida.

My father (Olof) gave the daughters who married first a large portion of his property, so Johanna and Emma (myself) got none.  Father had enough left over to buy a house in Simrishamn, where he opened a law practice.  It went downhill, so he bought a cheaper house in the countryside.  The practice there went well, but he was bothered by writer’s cramp in both hands.  I took over all his writing duties when I was eight years old.  It went well, but father died in 1858.

Mother and I had a nice home in Sweden, but her brother convinced her to move to America in 1863.  She died in 1882, in Assaria, Kansas, while she was visiting a brother (probably Sven Bengtsson).  
(end of letter)

Emma married Sven P. Petersson (of Glimåkra, Skåne) in Knoxville on August 26, 1866.  They had eleven children: Nelly, Rosalia, Alfred, Ella, Esther, Edwin, Leon, Elmer, Roscoe, Clarence, and Ralph.  She died October 3, 1938, in Lindsborg, Kansas.

As of this writing, there is no known contact between these relatives and the family in Minneapolis.

Emma Christina is the great aunt of Emma (Mattisson) Swanson.
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OLOF JOHNSSON RÖNBECK (1790 – 1858)
via 
daughter Olivia (Rönbeck) Mattson (1823-1877)

Olivia is the direct relative of the Swansons in America and Mattissons in Sweden.  Her son Mattis is the father of Emma (Mattisson) Swanson, the great-great grandfather of the Swanson grandchildren.  Olivia’s much younger half-sister was the gifted writer Emma, who immigrated to Kansas in 1863 with her mother, Olof’s 2nd wife, after his death.


Olivia married Håkan Mattsson from Sandbäck in 1843, and the couple eventually had twelve children.  The Swansons and Mattsons in America, and the Mattissons in Sweden, are the direct descendants of their son Mattis (1852-1932).  When she married, Olivia’s father, Olof, gave the couple 1/32 of his huge homestead 16 Kulla, which included the mill.  For that, they paid 1000 Riksdaler Banko, which was a small sum for an entire estate.  Håkan became a constable as well as a miller.  He lost an eye while making an arrest in 1855.  This led to the court awarding him 2000 crowns for the disability, which was a huge amount at that time.  There is a record of eight doctor appointments, for which he paid three crowns each.

When they were elderly, Håkan and Olivia decided to leave the property to a middle child, their son Mattis, and deeded it to him with a so-called legal “exception” which allowed them to live in a smaller home on the property until their death:

The agreement Olof wrote was as follows:

*  Olof would deed Håkan 3 kappeland (1 kappeland = approx. 155 square kilometers) of acreage, with building space for a smaller house for himself and his wife, and during the time the house was being built, they would live with Håkan and have meals with his family.

*  The right to grow potatoes and grain for personal need.

*  They would have rye flour, wheat flour, cooking peas, barley malt, 3 tons of good, clean eating potatoes, a supply of pork and beef.

*  A supply of chopped wood and lamp oil.

*  If Håkan or Olivia should die before the oldest son reached age 15, they would have the right to remain in the house.  If any of the daughters did not marry, they would have the right to remain in the home without payment, regardless of who owned it.

*  A ride to church and to town on a wagon.


Håkan and Olivia had twelve children.  

Their son Mattis Håkansson is the father of Emma Mattisson Swanson, grandfather of Robert, great grandfather of Lesley and Alan, and great-great grandfather of Nathaniel and Anastacia Swanson, USA.  

Their son Mattis Håkansson is also the father of Anton Mattisson, grandfather of Olle and Börje Mattisson, and the great grandfather of Karin Mattisson and her brother Håkan, as well as their cousin Marie.  Mattis is also the great grandfather of Jonas and Frida Mattisson. 

 Information on Mattis Håkansson’s first wife, Hanna Andersdotter, is also included elsewhere in this genealogy.  Mattis and Hanna had eleven children, five girls and six boys.  When Hanna died in 1905, Mattis married his housekeeper, Bengta Månsdotter, and they had one daughter, Hanna Lisa.  She never married.


OLIVIA RÖNBECK and HÅKAN MATTSON


Paternal grandparents of Emma (Mattisson) Swanson

Olivia Rönbeck					8/26    1823          6/4     1877
Håkan Mattsson					12/30  1821          2/4     1898

CHILDREN
	Kjersta					4/1      1844         10/23   1874

	Nilla						4/6      1846           7/24   1846

	Nilla						5/26    1847          12/30  1924

	Sven						1/30    1849          4/21   1852

	Johanna					1/30    1851          8/10   1913

	Mattis					5/29    1852          3/19   1932

	Hanna					4/20    1854          4/2     1884

	Bengta					10/28  1856         1/12   1858

	Ola						7/3      1859          9/13   1943

	Bengta					1/30    1862          2/11   1862

	Sven (Rönbeck)				5/25    1864         7/29    1955

	Erik						12/14  1866         2/14    1958


Mattis is the father of Emma (Mattisson) Swanson, Olivia (Mattisson) Johnson, Swan Mattson, and others detailed elsewhere in this genealogy. 

HÅKAN MATTSSON’S LINEAGE


Emma Swanson’s paternal grandfather’s family line

Håkan Mattson, husband of Olivia Rönbeck, was, born December 30, 1821 at a farm named Sandbäck in Gammalstorp, Blekinge, and was baptized June 1, 1822.  He married Olivia Rönbeck from Målen, Gammalstorp on January 13, 1843.  They moved into Kulla 16, the mill called Kulla Kvarn.  The couple was deeded this property by Olivia’s parents when the parents were elderly.  Håkan died February 4, 1898.  (See more of Håkan’s story on the page for Olof Rönbeck)

Håkan’s siblings:
							birthdates
	Kerstin					3/29    1820
	Håkan					12/30  1821
	Lars and Andreas (twins)			9/17    1823
	Johan						11/18  1824
	Lars						9/29    1829
	Sven						12/25  1829
	Per and Hanna (twins)			4/3      1832
	Berta						9/10    1834
	Bengta					12/2    1836

Håkan’s parents:
	Mattis Svensson				3/1       1788
	Sandbäck Gammalstorp
	Hanna Larsdotter				11/30  1794
	Farabol, Jämshög

Håkan’s grandparents:
	Sven Mattson				4/4      1754
	Kerstin Håkansdotter			      ?
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LAST LETTERS FROM HOME


These are the last two letters written to Emma (Mattisson) Swanson in Minneapolis by her father, Mattis Håkansson in Högtofta, Blekinge.  Clear Swedish transcription from copies of the originals was provided by Wivi Mattisson, Börje’s wife, in September, 2013.  The whereabouts of the originals are unknown. 
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EMMA MATTISSON, age 19, prior to leaving for America with Swan.
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Högtofta  12/7/1926


Dear little Emma and family,

I have just written a few lines to Olivia, so now I’ll write a few lines to you and let you know that we are healthy.  We’re having a beautiful winter and it’s not at all cold yet, but the cold is coming soon.  To date, we haven’t had much winter at all.  By now your children are grown up.  When are they going to come meet us – if it’s going to be while I’m alive, it needs to be soon.  Now I’m an old man, but I don’t know when I’ll die.  I think sometimes that it’s so strange that I have three children in America.
It hasn’t been so easy since they haven’t come home to visit.  So I’ve been
counting up who has children in America.  There are quite a few of them.  Then when (my children) have been here , they travel back , then visit again.  It would have been wonderful if some of my children had been homesick (implied moved back), but now I don’t think about that.  Now I am getting rather old and will soon leave here, and I’ll be home (in heaven).  So I have that blessed belief.  When you are young, it seems so distant.  I reminisce about times that are gone, but soon will be in eternity, if God will help his (people) into his eternal rest.  I’m sure he will.  
Now I must close with many dear greetings from Hanna Lisa (his youngest daughter, Emma’s half sister) and myself.  So we wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Högtofta  12/2/1930


Dear little Emma from Mattis and children, 

Mercy and Peace

I’ve just finished writing a letter to Swan, so I thought I’d write a few lines to you also with a Christmas greeting.  I’ll soon be too old to write letters, and I won’t write much here either.  I can’t say that I’m sick, for I haven’t laid down a single day, but I’m not really feeling well either.  But I am old soon and weak.  This year, we had a good harvest after nine years of poor ones, but I can’t travel anywhere to sell the fruit.  I have to sell at home, and that’s not the same as going to Nordland.  Now it’s the end of my Nordland travels, but I should thank God that I can get around (here) as well as I can.  I can take care of small chores and chop a little wood that we need for the house.  So the days go by quickly.  For my part, I believe that the end is near.  May God help me and mine to the eternal life.  I must close, but first I want to send greetings from Nils, Olof, and Anton—they are all well.  Anton has four capable sons.  The oldest go to school now here in Högtofta.  We have three schools here now, a high school, middle school, and an elementary school.  
I’ll close with many loving greetings from mother, Hanna-Lisa and myself.  
Father.
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MATTIS HÅKANSSON and HANNA ANDERSDOTTER 

Parents of Emma (Mattisson) Swanson
Grandparents of Robert, Helen, and Edith Swanson
Great-great grandparents of Nathan and Anastacia 

Mattis Håkansson					5/29  1852         2/19   1932
Wife: Hanna Andersdotter			3/25  1857         11/27 1905

CHILDREN:
Olivia, Sven, and Emma immigrated to Minnesota

	Olivia						11/23  1877       10/14  1973
 		(see her individual page)
	Sven						3/30   1879         6/24   1879

	Hilma						1/3     1881                     1970

	Sven						5/7     1882        12/10  1980
		(father of David and Jane Mattson)
	Botilda					8/31   1884        11/21  1892

	Anton						4/4     1887        11/21  1892
		(father of Olle and Börje Mattisson—see their pages)

	Emma					5/1    1889         6/24   1981
		(mother of Robert Swanson, Helen, and Edith)

	Karl Erik					9/12    1895                  1916

	Ruth						2/19   1897        1/14   1996

Mattis Håkansson’s 2nd wife:
Bengta Håkansson born Månsdotter		1/20   1868        11/2   1949
CHILD:
	Hanna-Lisa Mattisson			5/27   1908       10/15  1970
	She never married.
MATTIS HÅKANSSON’S LINEAGE 
via 

1st wife HANNA ANDERSDOTTER’S FAMILY LINE


mother of Emma (Mattisson) Swanson USA, Olivia (Mattisson) Johnson USA, Sven Mattisson (later Swan Mattson) USA, Anton Mattisson, Blekinge, and others (see their individual pages).
grandmother of Robert, Helen, and Edith Swanson

Hanna’s parents:	   Anders Persson (1821-1900) 
		      	   Botil Olsdotter  (1830-1921)

Anders and Botil’s children:
Hanna	1853-1853
Per		1854-1856
Hanna	1853-1905		mother of Emma (Mattisson) Swanson,
					grandmother of Robert Swanson

Botil		1859-1950
Johanna	1861-1950
Elsa		1863-1863
Per		1864-1871
Ola		1866-1952		uncle of Emma Mattisson Swanson
					immigrated to America
Else		1868-
Per		1871-1871
Per		1872-1872
Sven		18874-1878

Note: The three sisters Hanna, Botil and Else married three bothers, Mattis, Ola and Erik Håkansson.

Ola (Olaf) Friedlund (changed his name from Persson upon arrival in the USA) was a maternal uncle to Emma Mattisson Swanson.  His wife, Johanna Eskilsdotter, was born in Kulla and is also a relative of the Swansons, as her brother Olof Eskilssson, married Hanna’s daughter Botilda, mother of Edith Persson, whose three children still reside near Kulla and own the orchards there (as of 2013).  (See Botilda’s individual page.) Johanna’s father was Eskil Jonsson and her mother was Kjerstin Jonsdotter.  

Ola and Johanna married in White City, Kansas, in 1886.  

They had the following children:
Antony, Antony, Antony, Emma, Emil, Hilma, Pearl, Ben, Myrtel, Clara, Delia, Ruby, Eugene.

Ben Friedlund, a first cousin to Emma Mattisson Swanson, married Jessie Alvena Alexander.  Their child, Mary Jane Vogt, is hence a second cousin to Robert Swanson.  She was in correspondence with Edith Swanson in the 1990’s.  Her cousin, Glen Woods, owned a construction company in Kansas in the mid 20th century.  Another cousin, Maxine Reitz, moved to North Hollywood.  There are undoubtedly dozens of unknown relatives through this branch living in the USA.


HANNA ANDERSDOTTER’S LINEAGE

Mother of Emma, Olivia, Anton, Hilma, and Swan, et al.
(See individual pages for their stories.)

Hanna was born in Högtofta on March 25, 1857 and baptized March 29, 1857.  She married Mattis Håkanson on January 26, 1877.  They resided at Kulla Kvarn before moving to Högtofta.  She died November 27, 1905.

Hanna Andersdotter and siblings:
	Hanna					6/21   1853      7/29   1853
	Per						8/16   1854      3/2     1856
	Hanna Andersdotter			3/25   1857     11/27  1905
	Botil						1/15   1859      6/4     1950
	Johanna					1/11   1861      5/20   1950
	Elsa						2/28   1863      3/8     1863
	Per						1/26   1864      3/2     1871
	Ola (Olof) 					5/12   1866      6/30   1952
	Else						10/4   1868          ?
	Per						8/2     1871       2/8     1871
	Per						4/14   1872      7/28   1952
	Sven						11/30 1874      1/30   1878

Note: 
The three sisters Hanna, Botil, Else married three brothers Mattis, Ola, Erik.

Hanna’s parents:
	Anders Persson from Kylinge		9/25   1821     7/11    1900
	Botil Olsdotter from Hägnad		5/12   1830     12/22  1921
Hanna’s father’s parents:
	Pehr Andersson				1785                 1822
	Hanna Johnsdotter			6/20   1793     1/11    1871
Hanna’s mother’s parents:
	Olof Svensson of Kylinge			1795 		     ?
	Botil Olsdotter of Gammalstorp		1802 		   8/28    1830
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MATTIS HÅKANSSON’S LINEAGE 
via daughter Olivia

OLIVIA MATTISSON (1877 – 1973) and OLOF JOHNSON (1879 – 1945)

Olivia was the eldest child of Mattis Håkansson, a lively, adventurous girl who lived to age 96.  Whereas her sister Emma was round, big-boned and solidly built, Olivia was petite, all angles and smiles.  She resembled her pretty mother and inherited her father’s long face.  The story of how she came to decide to emigrate to America is lost to time, as is the story of how she met her husband.  Once when we visited, she told me the story of how she talked several siblings into rising before dawn to climb to the top of nearby Russberg, the highest point in Blekinge, and watch the sun rise.  The kids all sat there, staring at the horizon until the sky grew light around them.  Then, at last, one of them turned around and realized they’d been facing the wrong direction all along!  I remember her laughing with delight over this story eighty-some years later.

Olivia and Olof had no children.  They bought a small farm an hour’s drive from Minneapolis, but maintaining it was back-breaking work for the two of them.  They never had any money to spare.  Robert recalled going out to his aunt’s house for Thanksgiving dinners, where all the food on the table came from the farm.  Olof was a stern man, deeply religious, and took the Bible literally.  He believed the world was flat because the Bible said so.  Olivia outlived him by 28 years.  She eventually sold the farm and moved into Minneapolis, where she lived in the attic of Swan and Emma Swanson’s modest home.  The sisters were very close.  Olivia, always thin, developed severe osteoporosis in later years.  She and Emma socialized with other Swedish women at the Swedish Tabernacle Church in Minneapolis, contributing recipes to cookbooks printed up as occasional fundraisers.  In her 70’s, she moved into a lovely new church-owned retirement-nursing home in Minneapolis in exchange for her social security income.  Others, of course, paid a lot of money for their rooms, but Olivia was admitted under a welfare clause, in which she was not allowed to have more than $50 in her bank account.  That was certainly no problem!  Her nickname in the home was “Sunshine.”  I think that sums up her personality rather well.  
 -- remembered by Lesley Anne Swanson
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OLIVIA AND OLAF JOHNSON,  date unknown
Emma Swanson’s sister, oldest of the Mattisson siblings.

MATTIS HÅKANSSON’S LINEAGE 
via 
son Anton (1893 – 1960)

father of Olle and Börje Mattisson
grandfather of Jonas and Frida Mattisson
uncle of  Emma Swanson
 
Anton Mattisson					3/15    1893     11/19    1960
Agda (Jönsson) Mattisson			3/25    1901     1/28      1952

	Olle Mattisson				3/23    19 23		         2007
	Elvy (Olsson) Mattisson 			3/18    1935	     12/14    2013

		Håkan Mattisso			7/13    1965
		Karin Mattisson			12/20  1966
	Tord Mattisson				8/30    1924
		never married
	Rune Mattisson				1/30    1926
		never married

	Börje Mattisson 				8/18    1929
	Wivi (Persson) Mattisson			4/5	 1936

		Ing-Marie Mattisson		4/13   1956
		Anders Mattson			3/20   195
			Frida Mattisson		6/23   1991
			Jonas Mattisson		7/11   1994

		Jörgen Hellberg				1936
		Siri Hellberg					1934
			Ulf Hellberg				1967

	Vera (Lavesson) Tinder				1912
	Hilding Tinder					   ?
		Rolf Tinder					1936
		Paul Tinder					1940
		Mia Tinder					1948
Anton Mattison continued


			Hanna Karlsson		9/28	   1988
			Joel Karlsson		1/22	   1991

		Åsa (Mattisson) Lingöy		3/13	   1965
		Torbjörn Lingöy			9/3	   1961

			Amanda Lingöy		10/15	   1991
			Agnes Olivia Lingöy	4/11	   1996

	Kjell Mattisson				11/2	   1937	6/24  1967




MATTIS HÅKANSSON’S LINEAGE 
via son Anton (1893-1960)

via grandson Olle Mattisson (1923-2007)

Mattis was the first in the area to grow apples and vegetables, and his son, Anton, worked with him and continued this tradition.  Anton, father of Olle and Börje Mattisson, was a calm and pleasant man who was supervisor at the Högtofta potato flour factory most of his life.  The factory was near Börje’s school, and Börje recalls going there after school to help his father fill sacks with the flour.

After finishing the standard schooling, Olle moved to Hässleholm to study engineering, where he was a gifted student.  After graduation, he worked in Småland for Sweden’s office of electrical power distribution.  A few years later, he moved to Sundbyberg, a suburb of Stockholm.  Olle moved up quickly through the electrical firm and he was given more and more advanced tasks.  Among others, he traveled to China and to Canada in the 50’s and 60’s.  His assignment was to manage the laying of cables on the sea floor that connected various countries.  Shortwave radio was his hobby in the years before the digital revolution, and his backyard was full of antennas.  He learned English, and in later years maintained a correspondence with the children of cousins in America.

Olle married a nurse, Elvy Olsson, and they had a daughter Karin (1966-) and a son, Håkan (1965-).

As of this writing (2013) Karin Mattisson is a well known journalist who wrote for the Göteborg Post before moving to Swedish TV, where she has her own show of investigative reporting that takes her around the country.  Her husband, Fredrik, is a freelance artist and writer.  They have two children.

Håkan Mattisson spent his entire career at Eriksson, and married another manager there, a woman from San Sebastian in the Basque country of Spain.  They have two children.
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2003 OLLE MATTISSON AND FAMILY
Taken in front of their home in Järfalla, a suburb of Stockholm
Håkan, Elvy, and Olle.


[image: Macintosh HD:Users:lesley:Desktop:Karin Mattisson - TV show 2.jpg]

2013 KARIN MATTISSON 
On the Sverige TV page for her show.  See her Wikipedia page.


MATTIS HÅKANSSON’S LINEAGE 
via son Anton (1893-1960)

via grandson Börje Mattisson (1929-)


Börje always had a talent for working with his hands.  He first became an auto mechanic, then shifted jobs to keep pace with the innovations and technology throughout the 20th century.  He was in his early 80’s when we became regular correspondents via email and skype after Olle’s death.  I recall that during one of our first chats he commented that my camera was so much crisper than his – so the next thing I knew, he’d bought a new camera for his PC!  But it still couldn’t equal the quality of my Apple computer, so eventually he bought an Apple, too.  That was quintessential Börje, always interested in keeping up with the latest developments in electronics.  He was a quick study, profoundly curious, persistent, and inventive.  He built incredible toys for his grandson, Jonas, and was often called upon to repair items for his granddaughter.  He was the one that his grandchildren relied upon to drive them to the airport or meet their planes after trips abroad.

Like his brother Olle, he was a quiet man who married a pretty, outgoing woman.  (Note that their cousin, Robert Swanson, did the same.)  His wife, Wivi, was an obstetrical nurse until retirement, but kept on working after that as a substitute for several years because she was such a social person.  They had one child, a daughter Ing-Marie (1956), later known as Marie.  She was entranced by Yuri Gargarin’s space flight, and chose to become a flight attendant, the closest she could come to space.  Greece-Stockholm was her preferred route, and she eventually became fluent in several languages.  

Marie had two children with an ex-military officer named Anders Mattson (1955), Frida (1991) and Jonas (1994).  Anders had worked in military intelligence and was intrigued with developments in software.  After the two separated, when the children were in early adolescence, he became head of IT worldwide for Sandbäck, the Swedish engineering firm.  Marie went to work for Roche, the Swiss pharmaceutical company, as an administrative person in Stockholm.

Jonas Mattisson (born 1994) spent two summers with Lesley Anne Swanson’s family in Pennsylvania, where he celebrated his 18th and 19th birthdays, reconnecting branches of this family tree.  Jonas graduated from the natural science gymnasium in Stockholm’s elite Östermalm district, winning the school’s scholarship in natural science, and in the fall of 2013 began study at the highly competitive Uppsala University for a master’s degree (civil engineering certificate level in Swedish) in microbiology.  Alfrida was found to be gifted quite early, and skipped second grade.  She was diagnosed with brain cancer as a child, underwent chemo, and is currently in remission.  She completed a BA in art history and learned several languages like her mother.  With employment possibilities scarce, she decided to change fields and go back to school for a master’s degree in computer engineering (civil engineering level, like Jonas).  She enrolled in Stockholm University in the fall of 2013.  Their achievements remain to be seen.[image: Macintosh HD:Users:lesley:Desktop:misc photos 2013:Jonas WH.JPG]

2013  JONAS MATTISSON at the White House
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2012 ALFRIDA MATTISSON and boyfriend Adrian
Sister of Jonas; granddaughter of Börje.
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2013 MATTISSON WOMEN – 3 generations
L to R: Wivi (wife of Börje), Alfrida (her granddaughter), Marie (her daughter)
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2013 BÖRJE MATTISSON
Brother of Olle, grandfather of Jonas and Alfrida.
Grandson of Mattis Håkansson.
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2003 MATTISSON FAMILY REUNION
Marie Mattisson, her father Börje, Olle, Lesley and Tai, Håkan, Alfrida, Anders Mattson (father of Jonas and Alfrida), Jonas, and Wivi.  Photo taken at the Mattisson’s country estate in Vallentuna, N of Stockholm.

MATTIS HÅKANSSON’S LINEAGE 
via 

daughter Hilma  1881 – 1970

SISTER to Emma Swanson and AUNT to Robert, Helen, and Edith

Hilma (Mattisson) Lavesson				1881		1970
Nils Lavesson						1872		1958

	Ture Lavesson					1903		1952
	Hildur Lavesson					1903		1995

	Gunnar Lavesson (to Minneapolis)		1905 		1984
	Ester (Seeger) Lavesson				1908		1991

		Isabel Lindahl				1931
		Janet Peterson				1937		1979
		Kenneth Roger Lavesson			1939
		Ronald Dale Lavesson			1942

	Astrid (Lavesson) Hellberg			1909		?
	Agnar Hellberg					1898

		Britt (Hellberg) Jönsson			1932
		Nils-Olof Jönsson				1934
			Katarina Jönsson			1962
			Margareta Jönsson		1966
		Jörgen Hellberg				1936
		Siri Hellberg					1934
			Ulf Hellberg				1967

	Vera (Lavesson) Tinder				1912
	Hilding Tinder					   ?
		Rolf Tinder					1936
		Paul Tinder					1940
		Mia Tinder					1948
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SVEN (later Swan) MATTISSON (later Mattson) as a young man

MATTIS HÅKANSSON’S LINEAGE 
via 

son Sven (later Swan)  1882 – 1980

Swan Mattson (born Sven Mattisson)		   5/7      1882      12/10  1980
Amalia (Falk) Mattson				   11/9    1890      11/13  1976

	David F. Mattson				   2/11    1921       2010
	Harriet (Bymark) Mattson		   7/24    1921

		Barbara (Mattson) Renneke	   3/13    1950
		James Renneke			   4/15    1950

			Jeffrey Renneke		   10/14  1976
			Bradley Reneke		   3/14    1980
			Mollee Renneke		   11/28  1987

		Gretchen (Mattson) Lally		   10/4    1951
		Norman Lally			   1/10    1949

			Scott Lally			   3/18    1982
			Kate Lally			    7/3     1986

	Jane (Mattson) Johnson			   5/23    1922       10/23  2011
	G. Frank Johnson				   8/30    1921       12/20  2008

		Marcia Johnson			   8/6      1947

		Carol (Johnson) Jerzak		   4/28    1950
		Duane Jerzak			   11/17  1978

			Brian Jerzak			   1/24    1976
			Elizabeth Clemen		   7/25    1976
				Gabriel		   7/23    2004
				Nathan		   4/10    2007

			Marc Jerzak			   11/17   1978
			Janet Peterson		   10/24   1980
				Callie			   10/22   2009
				Myla			   10.20    2012

		Dale Johnson			   10/28   1960
		Emily (Harris) Johnson		   2/25     1963
			Samuel Johnson		   10/22   1995
			Olivia Johnson		   1/21     1998
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2013 CAROL JERZAK and family 
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2013  VISIT TO BLEKINGE
Kate Lally, Gretchen Lally, Barbara Rennecke, Carol Jerzak
All are descendants of Swan Mattson in the USA


MATTIS HÅKANSSON’S LINEAGE 
via 

daughter BOTILDA  1884 – 1915

SISTER to Emma Swanson; Aunt of Robert, Helen, and Edith

Botilda (Mattisson) Eskilsson			8/31   1884     4/9       1915
Olof Eskilsson					5/9     1881     10/28   1957

	Gösta	Eskilsson (never married) 		2/25   1908     11/24   1994
	Edit Eskilsson				5/4     1911     11.24    1995
	Sture Eskilsson (never married)		2/8     1913     10/21   1992

Botilda died when her children were young, and Olof married her youngest  sister, Ruth, who raised the children (who were her niece and nephews).

Olof’s 2nd wife, sister to Botilda, had no children:
Ruth (Mattisson) Eskilsson			2/19   1897     1/14    1996


Gösta and Sture were life-long bachelors and remained in Kulla all their lives, near their mother and sister.  These were two quiet, extremely withdrawn men who lived up to the stereotype of bachelor farmers.  Gösta was especially bright, and he and Sture taught themselves the artificial language Esperanto, convinced that it would be the world language of the future. They inherited the Kulla Kvarn (mill) and operated it until they closed it down in 1970.  On their death, it passed to Edit’s two sons.

(See individual page for the history of Kulla Kvarn.)


OLOF ESKILLSON AND FAMILY

Olof’s wife, Botilda Mattisson, was Emma Mattisson Swanson’s sister, who died young.  Her husband, Olof (2nd from right) then married Ruth, Botilda and Emma’s youngest sister.  Ruth then raised her three nieces and nephews, Sture, Göste and Edit (later Persson).  Edith and her husband lived in the home surrounded by apple orchards in Kulla, the same home Mats now lives in.  Mats and Göran, Edith’s sons are the present owners of the mill.
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MATTIS HÅKANSSON’S LINEAGE 
via 

granddaughter EDIT (1911 – 1995) and JOSEF PERSSON

Daughter of Botilda and cousin to Emma Swanson


Edit (Eskilsson) Persson			5/4      1911		11/24   1995
Josef Persson				12/21  1910		5/30     1987

	Göran Persson			2/15    1943		
	Bodil (Roslund) Persson		10/16  1951

		Joachim			5/16    1976
		Jeanette			5/13    1981
		Michael			9/12    1986

	Mats Persson			6/3     1945
	Margareta (Roslund) Person	3/4      1948

		Ola				4/7     	1974
		Per				3/22   1977
		Andreas			4/6     1981

	Wivi (Person) Preston		5/25	1955
	Tim Preston				1/	1953   (English)
		Marcus			6/6	1989
		Emma				2/11	1991
		Johanna Alexandra		12/1	1997

Edit’s two sons continue to reside in Kulla as of 2013 on the family homestead there that dates back to Olof Rönbeck, born 1790, through the inheritance of his wife, the wealthy adopted child Kerstin Månsdotter, 
born 1794.  They married two sisters.  Wivi resides in Kulla as well.
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AUTHOR PEHR THOMASSON  1818 — 1883

AUTHOR PEHR THOMASSON (1818-1883)

Related to the Swansons and Mattsons through Branch 7 of the family tree.


In his time, Pehr Thomasson was a well known writer who produced several novels and collections of poetry.  His fiancé was Blända Rönbeck, daughter of Olof Rönbeck of Målen, but Olof could not tolerate the idea of a writer as son-in-law.  After a series of intrigues (see page on Blända Rönbeck), the engagement was broken off, and she married Anders Persson from Eskekärra in Näsum.

In several of his books, Thomasson used Blända as a character model.  But he doesn’t say a word about her father, Olof Rönbeck.

He eventually married Elsa Olsdotter, a woman 13 years his senior.  They had no children.  Elsa died in 1881.  He married a second time (wife’s name and date of marriage unknown) and had one child, who was named Blända.  
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Pehr Thomasson on the cover of a collection of some of his historical novels, published after his death (1894).
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Pehr Thomasson photographed by Eurenius & Quist.

Pehr Thomasson, born 24 February 1818 in Jämshög in Blekinge , died 9 March 1883 in Stockholm , was a Swedish author .
Thomas's father Thomas Smith was a Blekinge farmer, whose farm after his death was taken over by an older brother to Thomasson, itself a time worked as a farmhand for this brother. He showed early a much greater interest in literature than in agriculture, and at already 21 years old, he published his first two poetic works: Temporary Equality poems and songs Small. Two years later, in 1841, came the work which would be his literary breakthrough: Blända’s Saga - poetic attempts (author indicated on the title page as "P. Thomasson, farmhand"). The success of this and the rapid subsequent works meant Thomasson could gradually shift to put more time on his literary career, initially primarily as poetry and song writer, but over time, especially as one of his era’s most prolific Swedish novelists. The writings often depicted street life but also historical themes. After originally being published in the publishing house of many smaller Swedish towns Thomasson in 1846 for the first time had the opportunity to visit Stockholm and to meet other representatives of the literary world and get his books published by major publishers. Many of his writings were spread, however, even in modest small booklets and "penny papers" which appealed to a more popular audience.
Thomasson moved in 1853 from Blekinge northwestern Skåne where he alongside the writing was a homeowner. In 1857 he moved, now recently widowed, to Jönköping and later lived shorter periods in Gothenburg and Alingsås and from the late 1860s in Stockholm, where he periodically served in the Lower House 's Office during the national day. He also raised political issues in some of his books, not least in the 1859 published A Worker’s Desolate Life in Sweden. Also in the series Life sketches of Sweden's most distinguished farmers (1851-1855) showed Thomasson’s according to MIME type, "democratic mindset"; these biographies were not all written by Thomasson himself.
Thomasson was a prolific writer - he has 213 publications listed in Libris - and his books came out in many editions, testimony to a great popularity with readers, and not just in Sweden: they were also widely distributed in the USA 's Swedish settlements and translated in some cases even to the Finnish and Danish. Author's popularity also helped that he made in 1870 to the publisher of the magazine Swedish citizen , as he was in 1875. Failing health led to his authoring productivity then subsided, and although he was recognized in 1880 an annual pension of 1200 crowns of parliament, he died poor three years later.
Harald Wieselgren in an obituary of "folk poet" Thomasson wrote the following:
[...] Per Thomasson has for our development a far greater meaning than the one he earlier won through sketches of a Blekinge farmhand. Through his prose stories and "Pencil Drawings" from almost all provinces and classes of society life, chiefly from the peasantry, he has not only for posterity kept well drawn images of Swedish society in some stages and layers, but also make a significant contribution to the creation of a healthy reading of the great general public, who only rarely buy books beyond the traditional area of a religious nature - and who only rarely can count on its further-reaching literary wants to be satisfied.
Works by Pehr Thomasson on Swedish Wikisource


OLOF JOHNSSON RÖNBECK (1790 – 1858)
via 
daughter Blända (Rönbeck) Persson (1818-?)


Blända was the oldest child of her parents.  She fell in love with a poet, who is also a distant relative of the Swansons in America and Mattissons of Sweden.  (See page for Author Pehr Thomasson elsewhere in this document.)  This poet, named Pehr Thomasson, was born in Jämshög, and by the time he was 25 years old he was already known as a writer.  He had no interest in farming whatsoever.  He fell deeply in love with Blända, who was the same age, and she with him, and they met often in secret.  Rumors began to fly in that small village.  At one meeting, Pehr told Blända that he was going to confront her father and ask for her hand.  Blända, however, knew that her father would never agree to the match unless Pehr gave up writing and became a farmer.  Before Pehr had time to talk with her father, another suitor arrived on the scene, a farmer from Näsum.

Blända’s father said he was going to talk to Blända for the farmer, because Anders didn’t dare speak for himself, he was so cowardly.   Olof gave Pehr an ultimatum: marry Blända or be a poet, but not both.  Pehr was furious, but he came quickly to a decision.  However much I love Blända, I cannot stop writing, for I would be another person than who I am.  Besides, I would be a worthless farmer.  Pehr said this with sorrow in his heart, then moved to Stockholm.

In order to get his daughter’s thoughts off Pehr, Johan devised a plan.  A nanny, Mrs. Möller, stopped by on a visit, which wasn’t unusual since her daughter Marie and Blända were good friends.  But it was in fact Olof who had asked her to visit in order to get Blända’s thoughts off Pehr.

Mrs. Möller managed to get alone with Blända, and casually mentioned that her own daughter, Marie, was on her way to Stockholm to meet Pehr.  They were planning to marry, she said, because Marie was pregnant with Pehr’s child.  Blända was crushed, but didn’t want to show it.  As revenge and because she didn’t want to live her life alone, she asked her father to accept Anders Persson’s proposal.

When she was on her way in to the church on her wedding day, she caught sight of Marie, completely by chance, sitting on a bench.  When the ceremony was over, Blända grabbed Marie and took her into a private room, where she learned the truth—that the story of Marie and Pehr’s child and marriage was false.  Marie had gone to Karlshamn to visit her sister, not to Stockholm as Mrs. Moller had told Blända.  But now it was too late.  In those days divorce was a last resort, so she lived the rest of her life with Anders Persson.  


 


Pehr Thomasson’s connection to the Rönbeck relatives:

Jöns Larsson							1660 — 1709
Wife: Bertil Jönsdotter					1664 —    ?

CHILDREN
Jöns Rönbeck							1685 — 1740
Per Jönsson							1701 — 1789
Abraham Rönbeck						1706 — 1794
Mattias Rönbeck						1708 — 1792
Hans Jönsson							   ?             ?
Nils Jönsson							1700 — 1762
Hanna Jönsdotter						1705 — 1778
Karna Jönsdotter						   ?             ?


Hanna Jönsdotter						1705 — 1778
Husband: Jöns Olsson of Jämshög				   ?             ?

CHILDREN
Ola Jönsson							1727  —   ?
Karna Jönsdotter						1731 — 1795
Hanna Jönsdotter						1743 —    ?
Kersti Jönsdotter						   ?            ?
Per Jönsson							1795 —   ?
Botel Jönsdotter						1742 —   ?
Elin 								1738 — 1738


Karna Jönsdotter						1731 — 1795
Husband: Per Jönsson of Nebbebda				   ?     — 1787

CHILDREN
John Persson							1751 —   ?
Sven Persson							1753 — 1821
Jöns Persson							1758 — before 1887
Siss Persdotter						1761 —   ?
Nils Persson							1763 — 1763
Botil Persson							1764 — 1837
Nils Persson							1767 — 1819 
Karna Persdotter						1768 —   ?
Truen Persdotter						1770 —   ?
Ola Persson							1772 — 1827
Sven Persson						     1/7  1753 — 10/4  1821
Wife: Karna Nilsdotter of Ysane				1757 — 1848

CHILDREN
Hanna Svensdotter of Rösjö					1779 — 1844
Nils Svensson							1781 —   ?
Ingar Svensdotter						1784 —   ?
Sissa Svensdotter						1787 —   ?
Per Svensson							1790 —   ?
Sven Svensson							1792 —   ?
Per Svensson							1795 —  1862
Karin Svensdotter						1799 —   ?


Hanna Svensdotter of Rösjö					1779 — 1844
Husband: Thomas Svensson of Kopparemåla			1774 — 1828

CHILDREN
Sven Thomasson of Jämshög					1806 —   ?
Karin Thomasdotter						1809 —   ?
Bengta Thomasdotter						1812 —   ?
Ingegärd Thomasdotter					1815 — 1910
Pehr Thomasson (author)					1818 — 1883
Hanna Thomasdotter						1812 —   ?
John Thomasson						1823 —   ?


Pehr Thomasson (author)					1818 — 1883
1st Wife: Elsa Olsdotter					1805 — 1881
2nd Wife:  unknown

CHILD of 2nd marriage: Blända				?              ?
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Emma’s Pepparkakor


		¾ C butter
		¾ C sugar
		¼ C molasses
		1 egg
		½ tsp each: ginger, cloves, cinnamon
		2 C pastry flour
		1 ½ tsp soda



Beat well.  Form into little balls., thumbnail sized, and flatten with the bottom of a glass dipped in sugar.
Bake on a parchment-paper-lined pan at 350F for about 8 minutes.  
The cookies should rise up a bit while baking, and then fall again before you remove them from the oven
Cool 30 seconds or so before removing them from the pan.


This recipe from her grandmother, Emma Mattisson Swanson, won a blue ribbon
for Lesley at the Kitsap County Fair in Washington State in 1980.  It is a Swedish Christmas classic, but can be served year-round.  Christmas gingersnaps are often cut with cookie cutters, but the dough for those is much tougher.  These are crisp and delicate – prize winning.


EMMA and SWAN SWANSON

via
son ROBERT and ANNE SWANSON


Robert Alden Swanson, Ph.D.	4/27  1916			1/1   1991
Anne Ingegerd Swanson,B.S.	1/21  1920 		8/18 1997
born in Dala Järna, Dalarna, Sweden

	Lesley Anne Swanson, Ph.D.	 12/15  1946
	Mark Hopkins Bickhard, Ph.D.	 11/2    1945  

		Lianna Tai Bickhard 		 5/14   1996 
		adopted from China in October, 1996

	Laurence Alan Swanson J.D.	 10/6    1951
	Lynn (Lopresto) Swanson, M.A.	 11/29  1951

		Nathanael A.C. Swanson M.A. 3/18    1980
		Brysann (Wion) Swanson, B.A.	       1980

			Stella Swanson		 4/27    2010
			Daphne Swanson	 10/16  2013

		Anastacia Swanson Flores, M.A.	 3/17   1983
		David Flores, M.A.			            1981
[bookmark: _GoBack]			Scottie Nelson Flores		8/18   2014
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ROBERT AND ANNE SWANSON VISITED SWEDEN IN 1980
Cousins L to R
Elvy and Olle Mattisson, Börje Mattisson, Anne and Robert
(wearing sweaters their daughter knit for them)
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ALAN SWANSON (age 16) with both grandparents and his mother
L to R: Emma Swanson, Anne Swanson, Alan, Anna Schultz (mormor)
In front of Emma’s home at 5732 Bryant Ave S., Minneapolis.
MATTIS HÅKANSSON’S LINEAGE 
via daughter Emma

EMMA MATTISSON (1889 – 1981) and SWAN SWANSON (1886 – 1954)

son ROBERT ALDEN SWANSON, Ph.D.  (April 27, 1916-January 1, 1991)


Memories of my grandparents and father, by Lesley Anne Swanson


Mattis Håkansson’s daughter Emma Mattisson (see 5th Branch) married Swan Swanson, her childhood sweetheart, in Minneapolis, Minnesota in 1911.  The two grew up together as neighbors in the province of Blekinge, Sweden, at the foot of Russberget, the highest point in Blekinge.  Emma’s father, Mattis Håkansson, was a well-to-do landowner who had many cattle, owned the local flour and saw mill and tended extensive orchards, mainly apple.  Apples, tart cherries and plums, as well as currants and berries, grew well then and now in the relatively mild micro climate at the southern tip of Sweden, within sight of the sea.  Mattis traveled extensively within Sweden by train, selling fruit at stations where they stopped, and Emma accompanied him on many of these trips to far northern Sweden.  

As a young boy, Sven Svensson--who became Swan Swanson upon entering the USA--was assigned the job of tending the neighbor’s cattle.  He and Emma Mattisson shared a fundamental optimism, self-reliance, and an easy-going sense of humor, and fell in love in their early teens.  But Sven’s family was quite poor, and he wanted better opportunities.  At age 16, in 1903, he sailed to America and headed for a cousin’s farm in Illinois, where he broke horses and worked as a hired hand for room and board.  After 4 ½ years, he went back to fetch Emma, arriving just before Christmas 1907.  On March 2, 1908, Emma and Swan, along with Swan’s sister Johanna, left for America.  Two of her Emma’s siblings – Sven and Olivia – had already set down roots in America.  Swan Mattisson was living in Minneapolis, and Olivia Mattisson was in Napoleon, North Dakota.  Swan had had enough of farm work and headed this time for Minneapolis, a northern city home to thousands of immigrant Swedes.  The climate was familiar, and the group could continue speaking Swedish in neighborhoods and shops as they learned English.  Emma was an especially sociable woman, and she loved to bake and cook and host coffee parties for other Swedish women, many of whom worked for the wealthy General Mills families in town.  Dozens of these immigrant women were employed as cooks, housekeepers, or laundresses, and their husbands held jobs as well, but Emma was privileged in that she never needed to work because Swan found a good job, thanks to the English he had learned during the early years in Illinois.  Swan worked the rest of his life as the personal chauffeur and all-around car mechanic and handy man for Charles C. Bovey, who was a Director of General Mills corporation.  

They married on March 2, 1911, when Swan was 25 and Emma 22 years old, and had three children: Helen (1911), Edith (1914) and Robert (1916).  Helen and Edith completed high school and attended a girls’ finishing school for two years.  Edith married a Norwegian farmer, moved to South Dakota, and had two children, Marge and David.  Helen married a sailor who was later lost in a submarine in WWII, then remarried to a Honeywell engineer from Norway who had lost his wife.  Helen raised his two children and her two sons by her first marriage, and they had a son together as well.  She lived just a few blocks from Emma and died of a heart attack long before her mother.  

When Swan died of a heart attack at age 68, Emma was devastated.  They had shared a long and exceptionally happy relationship, full of hardship and triumph.  Copies of love poems that Swan wrote to Emma have been donated to the American-Swedish Institute in Minneapolis.  The originals remain in the Swanson family archives.  

Swan had no pension, of course, so it was not immediately clear what income Emma would have, other than social security.  Mrs. Bovey visited Emma soon afterward and solved that problem.  In gratitude for Swan’s lifetime of loyal service, she offered Emma the choice of $10,000 in cash, or 150 shares of General Mills stock, which was worth close to $10,000 at that time.  Emma chose to take the stock, and lived on the income.  It was a decision that her children and grandchildren thank her for.  On her death at age 92, her three children (or their children) each inherited 1/3 of that stock account, which had grown considerably over 27 years.  

As the chauffeur for a Director of General Mills, Swan had access to top-level conversations about new companies, emerging technologies, and shrewd investment ideas.  He put this information to work in the stock market, buying a few shares of companies that these captains of industry were buying for themselves.  The new market for automobiles, for example, meant that companies such as tire manufacturer BF Goodrich or various gasoline refiners were poised to grow.  He bought shares a few at a time, so at his death, Emma had a small income from these as well.  Eventually his grandchildren inherited these stocks. 

General Mills (so named in 1928, from the previous Washburn-Crosby company) was among the premier flour milling companies in America at the turn of the century.  Bovey was passionate about milling flour and traveled internationally, learning the latest techniques overseas and maintaining good personal relations with buyers of Gold Medal flour all across Europe.  Recall that this was in the go-go era before individual income tax laws, and the Boveys, Pillsburys and Bells, all neighbors among Wayzata’s Ferndale estates, became exceptionally wealthy families in the first three decades of the 20th century.  The Bovey home was host to many celebrities of the day, from musicians to politicians to Helen Keller -- and Swan Swanson chauffeured them all.  Robert’s earliest memory was that of sitting in Charles Bovey’s enormous black car with the top down as his father drove it slowly in a parade downtown Minneapolis, celebrating the armistice that ended World War I.  He recalled being terrified of an effigy of the Kaiser that accompanied them along the parade route.  Robert was just two years old at that time (November, 1918).

It was apparent early on that Robert was gifted, like many of the men in this family tree.  At the school’s suggestion, he skipped second grade.  His family socialized with other Swedish immigrants, and he grow up among a first generation of children, many of whom would also turn out to be high achievers.  It should be noted that Swan and Emma never taught their children to speak Swedish, and spoke it only between themselves at home when they didn’t want the children to understand. 

In both Minneapolis and Wayzata, the Boveys provided the Swanson family with a house rent-free.  They had the use of a car as needed.  Once, Swan bought a car for a family vacation to Yellowstone, but Mr. Bovey insisted he return it and use one of the Bovey cars instead.  Summers, the family lived in Wayzata, a quiet, picturesque small town on the shores of Lake Minnetonka.  The Boveys had an estate in the Ferndale enclave, where they were neighbors to other wealthy families—the Pillsburys, Bells, and Crosbys, for example.  The Swansons spent the summers there in the carriage house, the expansive second story above the Bovey’s long garage.  It was a lovely place, surrounded by pines and the unending lawns of Ferndale.  There were hardwood floors and windows with views of the lake.  It was here that Robert learned to swim; he once swam a mile across Lake Minnetonka, from Ferndale to the opposite shore.  Robert taught himself to play tennis by sheer determination, practicing over and over, hitting tin cans that he placed strategically on the opposite side of the net.  Every fall, the family moved back into their home near the Bovey estate in central Minneapolis, where Robert was invited to attend the theatre or symphony concerts when the Boveys had an extra ticket.  The Swanson home was furnished with turn-of-the-century walnut pieces Swan bought at auction and painstakingly refinished, with Robert often by his side.  This home, where Robert and his sister grew up, was later torn down to make way for what is presently Loring Park and its environs, a lovely neighborhood near the Walker Art Center.  

Robert graduated from the progressive West High School and entered the University of Minnesota with family encouragement to become a banker.  He did work in banking for a few years after earning a degree in economics, but then came World War II.  Like thousands of men of his generation, Robert enlisted in the military, choosing the Army-Air Corps (now known as the Air Force).  Again, testing placed him intellectually among the very top percentile of volunteers, and he was sent off to school to become an instructor – an instructor of instrument flying using simulators known as Link Trainers, though he himself was never taught to fly.  There was a camaraderie among these exceptionally bright men he worked with that he often mentioned in later years, though he did not enjoy military life.  To his relief, Robert was discharged exactly three years to the day after enlisting.  

At that point, he knew he did not want to be a banker, but chose to study instead the burgeoning field of psychology, specifically the new psychology of management and organizations.  He took his GI bill benefits and enrolled again at the University of Minnesota, this time in the Ph.D. program.  There was no master’s degree; the program led straight to a Ph.D.  Robert studied personality under Miller, of the Miller’s Analogy Test, and studied the famous MMPI, a personality test, with the men who developed it.  He read and admired Carl Rogers, who was a contemporary, becoming a life-long Rogerian.  In his spare time, he read widely in science and history, and knew classic poetry and passages from Shakespeare by heart.

During the war, Robert married Anne Ingegerd Schultz, a Swedish girl he knew from summers in Wayzata, though they never attended school together.  (Anne was born in Dalarna and her parents left Sweden seeking better opportunities when she was 4 1/2.)  Their first child, Lesley, was born when Robert was 30, while he and Anne were living in graduate student housing, Quonset huts left over from WWII.  Once his course work was complete, he moved his wife and daughter to Rantoul, Illinois, near Chanute Air Force Base, where he completed the research for his dissertation.  Alan was born in 1951 in nearby Champaign.  Lesley recalls watching her father’s graduation ceremony in 1953 from the stifling balcony of the University auditorium.  She recognized her father because he was the shortest one on the stage that year for the hooding ceremony.  

Swan and Emma were disappointed that their son did not pursue banking, but he was certain he could forge a career in management.  And he did.  He was recruited by the CIA, but turned them down and accepted a job with Lockheed Missiles and Space Corporation (LMSC) instead.  The family moved to California in March of 1956 and bought a brand new 4-bedroom house in Sunnyvale, one block from Los Altos and one block from Cupertino, in what would become the heart of Silicon Valley.  Steve Jobs grew up one mile away, and he and Wozniak attended the same high school as Lesley and Alan, though the future Apple leaders were a few years younger.  As an organizational psychologist, Robert was one of the first 50 employees at LMSC, a company that would quickly grow to employ thousands.  As of this writing, in 2013, it is known as Lockheed Martin.

Robert worked for Lockheed for 20 years before retiring to Silver City, New Mexico, where he became a Professor of Business at Western New Mexico State University.  He loved the Southwest and he loved teaching, and he was a much-admired professor.  He later taught at a college in Texas and at Eastern Washington University before retiring a second time, in Tucson Arizona.  He taught himself to carve wood, a Swedish tradition, and produced some cherished pieces for his children, a bulldogger and a cat among them.  Robert was diagnosed with prostate cancer in the 1980’s, an era when there was no good treatment.  He died on New Year’ Day, 1991 in Tucson, and his ashes have been scattered in Arizona, Pennsylvania, and Lassen National Park in California.  By now, they’ve blown across the globe.

Robert was a self-effacing, quiet, reliable, and thoroughly honest man, just like his father.  He wanted--no doubt needed--dreaming time, time to write poetry, but never had that quiet time to himself.  His wife was loud, irritable, and overbearing -- a constant embarrassment to the family.  Robert suffered, but he loved his children.  He was an endlessly patient father who never raised his voice.  He put his children to bed at night by reciting poetry to them.  This was a man of broad interests.  He read voraciously, especially in the sciences, keeping up with the latest theories and discoveries.  He taught his children how to appreciate natural wood and refinish furniture, sanding endlessly to achieve a smooth finish, as his father had taught him.  Summer vacations found the family traveling in a station wagon to National Parks throughout the West to hike the scenic trails.  Once, the family got special permission to spend the night marooned on Wizard Island in the middle of Crater Lake National Park, sharing two sleeping bags and some cold hot dogs—an extraordinary memory.  

Robert was a thrifty man, uninterested in status, clothing, fancy homes, or the latest model car.  He drove an old used car to the office, and parked it in the manager’s spot reserved for him, much to the irritation of other managers who had the latest models.  Robert didn’t mind.  He was a good investor who managed to save a little money in later years, investing it in stocks and oceanfront property.  He never met his grandparents, but did fly back to Sweden in the early 1980’s, saw their graves in Blekinge, and met cousins Börje and Olle Mattisson in Stockholm.  He is remembered for his wonderful sense of humor, much like his mother’s; his optimism and quick wit; the innate ability to get along with all kinds of people like his father; and for the pervasive intelligence of this Håkansson lineage.  His great-granddaughter Stella Swanson shares his April 27th birthday.


your voice					afterward, ashes
reciting poems				these winds from beyond tomorrow
in the dark					spread
the echo					your warmth
in my pen					across the Milky Way


---for my father

Lesley Anne Swanson 2012
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Robert Swanson, age 28, in his Army-Air Corps uniform during WWII
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2000 LESLEY ANNE SWANSON and ALAN SWANSON
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2010 ALAN SWANSON AND FAMILY
L to R: Anastacia, her husband David; Brysann, wife of Nathan who is holding Stella; Lynn, wife of Alan.  Nathan’s second child, Daphne, is due in October 2013.

Staci has worked for Google in Human Resources since 2007.  David teaches highs school history and coaches football.  Brysann is an elementary school teacher.  Nathan is a senior manager at Deloitte, in Seattle.  Lynn and Alan retired to Las Vegas in 2012, after he sold his educational law practice in Redding California.  Alan is studying to be a lay minister in the Episcopal church.
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Nathan Swanson’s family, December 2013
Brysann, Stella, Nathan, and Daphne

Nathan and Brysann reside in Auburn, WA; he travels four days per week for Deloitte.  Brysann teaches third grade.
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2012 LESLEY ANNE SWANSON and family
Standing on their deck overlooking the backyard in PA.
Lesley, Lianna Tai, Mark with cat Pesto.

Mark is a professor of philosophy and psychology at Lehigh University.
Lesley has retired from her work as diagnostic psychologist for a non-profit and is pursuing her interests in writing, specifically tanka and haiku.




EMMA and SWAN SWANSON

via
daughter EDITH and THEODORE LARSON


Edith (Swanson) Larson			9/22   1914	2005?
Ted Larson						9/15  1915		9/22  1997
(Norwegian parents)

	Marge (Larson) Mellendorf		3/7    1941 
	Bruce Mellendorf			8/26  1927

	Marge’s first marriage:
	Leonard Bell				9/18  1940

		Jeff Bell				6/1    1964
		Dorothee Bell			3/26  1965
		French Canadian

			Lucas Bell			4/10   1995
			Clemintine Bell		2/17   1999

	Theodore Larson			10/31  1943	12/1  1943

	David Larson				9/20    1945
	never married
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2013  MARGE MELLENDORF
Emma’s granddaughter with son Jeff Bell

Jeff and his family live in Berkeley, California, where he works for Bayer.
His wife owns a French restaurant in Berkeley.




EMMA and SWAN SWANSON

via
daughter HELEN and ROBERT BISSELL


Helen (Swanson) Bissell		12/16 1911 	 6/24   1981
Robert Bissell				5/16   1916  	 9/7     1943

	Bruce Bissell	 		8/15   1939

	Peter Bissell			1/24   1941
	Jane (Anderson) Bissell	1/7     1944 
		Kristi Bissell		1/27   1971
		Matthew Bissell		3/8     1975

Helen’s second marriage:
Everett Larson				11/8   1909	6/16  1978
	Paul Larson			4/26   1950

Everett Larson’s children from prior marriage:

	Jerry Larson			4/4    1942
	Helen Anne Larson	 	8/20  1945
		Tommy Larson		7/15  1968
		Sandy Larson		2/23  1970
		David Larson		5/12  1972
	
	JoAnne (Larson) Arndt		4/12   1945
	Donald Arndt				1/25   1944
		Jason Arndt			9/7     1978
		Jeffrey Arndt			5/7     1982
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2004  MINNESOTA COUSINS
All are grandchildren of Emma Swanson.
L to R: Jerry Larson, David Larson, Peter Bissell, Marge Mellendorf, 
Lesley Anne Swanson
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HISTORY OF THE KULLA MILL

1st owner
Johan Olof Rönbeck, owned the land in Kulla 1:22 and Målen 1:8 from 
1820 to 1844.  He sold the property to his son-in-law, who had married his adopted daughter, Kerstin.

2nd owner
Håkan Mattson (1821-1898) owed the mill from 1844-1876.  He passed it down to his son, Mattis.

3rd owner
Mattis Håkansson (1852-1932), owned the mill 1876-1889.

4th owner
Jöns Olsson, out of the family.  Owned the mill from 1889-1891.

5th owner
 Per Andersson, son-in-law of Jöns, owned the mill 1889-1900.

6th owner
Sven Håkansson Rönbeck (1864-1955) owned the mill 1900-1912.
The next owner was his niece’s husband (Mattis’s son-in-law).

7th owner
Nils Lavesson (1872-1958) owned the mill 1912-1932.  Next owner was his wife’s sister’s husband (Mattis’s son-in-law)

8th owner
Olof Eskilssson (1881-1957) owned the mill from 1932-1957.  Next owners were his two bachelor sons.

9th owner
Gösta (1908-1994) and Sture Eskilsson (1913-1992) owned the mill from 1957-1978.  The mill shut down operations in 1970.  Their nephews took over next.


10th owner
Edit (Eskilsson) Persson’s two sons, Göran (1943-) and Mats Persson (1945-) inherited the mill from their uncles.  They have owned the historic family property since 1978.  In 2013, Göran lives near the mill, and Matts lives in the house surrounded by apple orchards.  To date, none of their children have expressed an interest in maintaining the orchards.

[image: Macintosh HD:Users:lesley:Desktop:Mats and Göran.JPG]
Göran and Mats Persson (white shirts), owners of the Kulla mill
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MATTISSON FAMILY REUNION, Blekinge 2012
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FAMILY PHOTO ALBUM

Emma and Swan Swanson
Minneapolis, Minnesota






[image: Macintosh HD:Users:lesley:Desktop:Marge 10-7:Scan_Doc0006 2.pdf]

[image: Macintosh HD:Users:lesley:Desktop:Marge 10-7:Scan_Doc0007 2.pdf]


[image: Macintosh HD:Users:lesley:Desktop:Marge 10-7:Scan_Doc0008 2.pdf]


[image: Macintosh HD:Users:lesley:Desktop:Marge 10-7:Scan_Doc0009 2.pdf]


[image: Macintosh HD:Users:lesley:Desktop:Marge 10-7:Scan_Doc0010 2.pdf]


[image: Macintosh HD:Users:lesley:Desktop:Marge 10-7:Scan_Doc0012 2.pdf]


[image: Macintosh HD:Users:lesley:Desktop:Marge 10-7:Scan_Doc0013 2.pdf]


[image: Macintosh HD:Users:lesley:Desktop:Marge 10-7:Scan_Doc0014.pdf]

image4.png
% 4




image5.png
5 4




image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg




image8.jpeg




image9.jpeg




image10.jpeg




image11.jpeg




image12.jpeg




image13.jpeg




image14.jpeg




image15.jpeg




image16.jpeg




image17.jpeg




image18.jpeg




image19.jpeg




image20.jpeg
! TIo SVENéKR
& KUNGA-AFVENTYR, |





image21.jpeg




image1.jpeg




image22.jpeg




image23.jpeg




image24.jpeg




image25.jpeg




image26.jpeg
E
\ r’
A
ot





image2.jpeg
lof strém
L

R .
Marianm| P Y| Karsk





image27.jpeg




image28.jpeg




image29.jpeg




image30.jpeg




image31.jpeg




image32.jpeg




image33.jpeg




image34.jpeg




image35.jpeg




image36.jpeg




image37.emf










image38.emf










image39.emf
= N = =
- - -











image40.jpeg




image3.png
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