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S. David Wu is currently dean of the P.C. Rossin College of Engineering and Applied 
Science and holder of the Lee A. Iacocca endowed chair at Lehigh University.  In this 
capacity he oversees 7 academic departments, 17 bachelors’, 21 master’s, and 13 Ph.D. 
degree programs, 9 multidisciplinary programs, and 14 research centers and institutes. 
 
Since his appointment in 2004, Dean Wu has led the development and implementation of 
the college’s strategic plan, Elevating Engineering Excellence via Multidisciplinary 
Innovation, with broad involvement of the Lehigh community.  The essence of the plan is 
to redefine engineering education as a critical component of liberal education for the 21st 
century. The plan sets clear directions to reinvent and reinvigorate long-standing 
academic strengths to create opportunities for research and innovation in areas such as 
Health, Energy, Computing, and Data Analytics. These efforts have led to a period of 
unprecedented expansion and renewal for the college; have recruited over 40% of the 
current tenure track faculty, created over 12 interdisciplinary programs, and new or 
renovated academic space. 
 
As a member of Lehigh University’s senior leadership team, Dean Wu has played a 
central role in the development and implementation of the University Strategic Plan: 
foster academic excellence and international collaboration, champion fund raising, 
advancement and external relations, and provide effective administration and 
management of critical resources. He has served on the University’s Strategic Plan 
Implementation Group since 2009.  
 
Dean Wu is an accomplished scholar in systems engineering and operations research, he 
specializes in optimization, game theory, and distributed decision-making. He has 
received significant support for his research from the National Science Foundation 
(NSF), Department of Defense (DOD), and others. His scholarly work has been widely 
recognized and cited, including Best Paper Awards, finalist for the 2009 Daniel H. 
Wagner Prize for Excellence in Operations Research Practice, and numerous media 
coverage. A fellow of IIE, Wu has published more than 100 scholarly papers and served 
as editor or editorial board member on more than a handful of journals in his field.  
 
Dean Wu served on various national and international panels such as the NSF, the 
Science Foundation of Ireland, the Research Grant Council of Hong Kong, and the 
Science & Engineering Research Council of Singapore. He currently serves on the board 
of overseers for Dartmouth College’s Thayer School of Engineering, and the advisory 
boards for the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST) and the 
National Taiwan University.  
 
Dr. Wu was a visiting professor at the University of Pennsylvania, and HKUST. He 
received his M.S. and Ph.D. from the Pennsylvania State University in 1987. 


