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Education:


 
Brandeis University, Waltham, Mass., Ph.D., 1972, Jewish Social and Intellectual History

Jewish Theological Seminary of America, New York, N.Y., Rabbi, 1963; Master of Hebrew Literature, 1962

Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel, 1959-1960

Brandeis University, Waltham, Mass., B.A., 1958

Academic Experience:

Lehigh University, Bethlehem, Pa., Philip and Muriel Berman Professor of Jewish Studies, 1984-present

Lehigh University, Bethlehem, Pa., Director, Philip and Muriel Berman Center for Jewish Studies, 1984-present

Gregorian University, Rome, Italy, Visiting Professor, Spring 1995; Richard and Susan Master Visiting Professor, Fall 2000, Spring 2004

Princeton University, Princeton, N. J., Visiting Professor, Dept. of Religion, 1984-1985 and Spring 2000

Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, Pa., Visiting Lecturer in Religion, 1983-1984

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa., Adjunct Assistant Professor, Religious Studies, 1979-1984

Haverford College, Haverford, Pa., Visiting Assistant Professor, Margaret Gest Program in Cross Cultural Study of Religion, 1980-1981

Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, Pa., Visiting Assistant Professor of Jewish History, 1980-1981

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa., Moritz and Josephine Berg Assistant Professor of Religious Thought, 1971-1975

Awards:
Posen Foundation Grant the Study of Secular Jewish Identity, Thought, and Culture. Total $150,000 ($50,000 per year), 2008-2011, for Berman Center of Jewish Studies (courses,  faculty seminars (Lehigh), faculty colloquia,  academic conference, publication of conference volume).  

Doctor of Hebrew Letters (Hon), Jewish Theological Seminary of America, New York, October 1998

National Endowment for the Humanities, Fellowship for Independent Study and Research, 1981-1982.  Project: (Religion, Community, and the Interpersonal: Martin Buber's Social and Religious Philosophy(
Publications:

Books:

The Postzionism Debates: Knowledge and Power in Israeli Culture, Routledge, May 1999

Martin Buber's Social and Religious Thought: Alienation and the Quest for Meaning, New York University Press, 1989

Edited Books:
Postzionism: A Reader. Edited with Introduction. Rutgers University Press. 2008

Impossible Images: Contemporary Art after the Holocaust (co-edited and Introduction with Laura Levitt and Shelley Hornstein), New York University Press, 2003

Mapping Jewish Identities, New York University Press, July, 2000

The Other in Jewish Thought and History: Constructions of Jewish Culture and Identity (co-edited with Robert L. Cohn, Introduction by Laurence J. Silberstein), New York University Press, 1994

Jewish Fundamentalism in Comparative Perspective: Religion, Ideology, and the Crisis of Modernity (edited with an Introduction), New York University Press, 1993

New Perspectives on Israeli History:  The Early Years of the State (edited with an Introduction), New York University Press, 1991

New Perspectives on Jewish Studies, New York University Press, 1991- (Series Editor)


Articles and Book Chapters:

(Minority Voices and The Ethics of Jewish Identity Critical Reflections( in Kulturelle Grenzraume im judischen Kontext (Cultural Boundaries in a Jewish Context), ed. Klaus Hodl, Insbruck: Studienvarlag, 2008

(Postzionism and Postmodern Theory: The Challenge to Jewish Studies( in Modern Judaism and Historical Consciousness: Identities, Encounters, Perspectives, eds. Andreas Gotzmann and Christian Wiese, Boston: Brill Publishers, 2007

(Becoming Jewish: Jewish Becomings: Critical and Ethical Reflections( in Transversal: Zeitschrift für Jüdische Studien. Special Issue on Jewish Identity. Fall 2006

(Becoming Israeli/Israeli Becomings: A Deleuzian Perspective( in Deleuze and the Contemporary World, eds. Ian Buchanan and Adrian Parr, Edinburgh: University of Edinburgh Press, 2006 

(Martin Buber,( Encyclopedia of Religion, ed. Mircea Eliade, New York: Free Press, 2:1055-1059, 2005. Significantly expanded and revised version of 1987 article.

(Auf dem Weg zu einem postzionistischen Diskurs( [Toward a Postzionist Discourse] in Jüdische Geschichte Lesen:Texte der Jüdischen Geschichtsschreibung IM 19. Und 20. Jahrhundert, ed. Herausgegeben von M. Brenner, A. Kauders, G. Reuveni and N. Römer,  405-412, Verlag C. H. Beck, 2003. Originally published in Judaism Since Gender, New York: Routledge, 1997.

(Postzionism: A Critique of Israel's Zionist Discourse( in Palestine Israel Journal, Vol. 9, 2-3, 84-91, Summer 2002, and 97-106, Winter 2002

(Theory as Practice: Postzionism and the Critique of Power( in Israel Studies Bulletin, 30-35, Fall 2000

(Mapping, Not Tracing: Opening Reflection( in Mapping Jewish Identities, ed. Laurence J. Silberstein, 1-36, New York: New York University Press, May 2000

(Toward a Postzionist Discourse( in Judaism Since Gender, eds. Laura Levitt and Miriam Peskowitz, 95-101, New York: Routledge, 1997

(Beyond Historiography and Sociology: Postzionism and Postmodern Theory( (Hebrew). Theory and Criticism, 91-103, Summer 1996

(Cultural Criticism, Ideology, and the Interpretation of Zionism: Toward a Post-Zionist Discourse( in Interpreting Judaism in a Postmodern Age, ed. Steven Kepnes, 325-358, New York: New York University Press, 1996

(Others Within and Others Without: Rethinking Jewish Identity and Culture,( in The  Other in Jewish Thought and History: Constructions of Jewish Culture and Identity, eds. Laurence J. Silberstein and Robert L. Cohn, 1-34, New York: New York University Press, 1994

(Religion, Ideology, Modernity: Theoretical Issues in the Study of Jewish Fundamentalism( in Jewish Fundamentalism in Comparative Perspective: Religion, Ideology, and the Crisis of Modernity, ed. Laurence J. Silberstein, 3-26, New York: New York University Press, 1993

(Reading/Writing Judaism:  Literary Theory and Modern Jewish Studies,( Religious Studies Review, 25-31, 1993

(Benign Transmission Versus Conflicted Discourse: Jewish Studies and the Crisis of the Humanities,( Soundings, 74 (3-4), 485-507, Fall/Winter 1991

(Reading Perspectives/Perspectives on Reading: An Introduction( in New Perspectives on Israeli History:  The Early Years of the State, ed. Laurence J. Silberstein, 3-23, New York: New York University Press, 1991

(The Buber-Scholem Debate Reconsidered: Modes of Discourse in Modern Judaism,( Soundings 71 (4), 657-686, 1988

(Martin Buber,( Encyclopedia of Religion, ed. Mircea Eliade, New York: Free Press, 2:316-318, 1987, 2:1055-1059, 2005.

(Yehezkel Kaufmann,( Encyclopedia of Religion, ed. Mircea Eliade, New York: Free Press, 8:273-274, 1987

(The Renewal of Jewish Spirituality: Two Views,( Jewish Spirituality From the Sixteenth-Century Revival to the Present, ed. Arthur Green, 402-432, New York: Crossroad, 1987

(Jewish Studies, Textualism and the Crisis of the Humanities,( Shofar, 4 (3), 8-16, 1986

(Textualism, Literary Theory and the Modern Interpretation of Judaism,( Approaches to Modern Judaism II, ed. Marc Lee Raphael, Brown University Judaica Series, 1-12, Chico, California: Scholars Press, 1984

(Ahad Haam: Judaism as a Secular System of Meaning,( Journal of the American Academy of Religion, 52 (3), 547-568, 1984

(Historical Sociology as Ideology: A Prolegomenon to Yehezkel Kaufmann's Golah v'Nekhar,( Essays In Modern Jewish History: A Tribute to Ben Halpern, eds. Frances Malino and Phyllis Cohen Albert, 173-195, New York: Associated University Presses, 1982

(Martin Buber: The Social Paradigm in Modern Jewish Thought,( Journal of the American Academy of Religion, 49 (2), 211-229, 1981

(Exile and Alienhood: Yehezkel Kaufmann on the Jewish Nation,( Texts and Responses: Studies Presented to Nahum N. Glatzer, eds. Michael Fishbane and Paul R. Mendes-Flohr, 238-256, Leiden: Brill, 1975

(The Role of Religion in Modern Jewish History: A Response to Jacob Katz,( The Role of Religion in Modern Jewish History, 23-28, New York: KTAV, 1975
(Religion, Ethnicity and Jewish History: The Contribution of Yehezkel Kaufmann,( Journal of the American Academy of Religion 42 (2), 516-531, 1974
(Contemporary Jewish Studies in American Universities: A Symposium,( American Jewish Historical Quarterly, 63 (4), 375-378, 1974

Book Reviews:
Baruch Kimmerling, The Invention and Decline of Israeliness, Israeli Studies Forum, Winter, 2005. 

Steven T. Rosenthal, Irreconcilable Differences: The Waning of the American Jewish Love Affair With Israel .Book review, American Jewish Quarterly, 90 (2), 192-195, June 2002

Uri Ram, The Changing Agenda of Israeli Sociology: Theory, Ideology, and Identity, book review, Israel Studies Bulletin, 12 (2), 22-24, Fall 1996

(Israeli Society and the Dilemmas of Jewish Identity,( a review essay, International Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, 23 (4), 686-693, 1991

(Historical Sociology and Jewish Historiography: A Review-Essay,( Journal of the American Academy of Religion 42 (4), 692-698, 1974
Professional Affiliations and Activities:

Participant and panelist, Posen Foundation-Center for Cultural Judaism Conference, Berkeley CA, March, 2008
Convener and Chair, Panel, (Rethinking Israeliness: Discussion of Baruch Kimmerling,( The Invention and Decline of Israeliness, and Gershon Shafir and Yoav Peled, Being Israeli: The Dynamics of Multiple Citizenship, Annual Meeting, Association of Israel Studies, May 2002

Manuscript (books) reader, Duke University Press 2001, SUNY Press, 2000-2001

Referee, journal manuscripts, Modern Jewish Studies, 2000-present
Organizer and Chair, panel on (Postzionism and the Critique of Power,( Annual Meeting, Association of Israel Studies, May 2001

Modern Jewish Studies, Editorial Board 

Referee, journal manuscripts, The Responsive Community, Washington, D.C.

Jewish Publication Society of America, Editorial Committee, 1997-2007
Jewish Publication Society of America, Publication Committee, 1992-1996

The International Center for University Teaching of Jewish Civilization, Advisory Committee on Contemporary Jewish Civilization

Hadassah Research Institute on Jewish Women, current 

American Academy of Religion, Project on Post-Modern Jewish Philosophy

American Academy of Religion

Association for Jewish Studies, Program Committee, 1989-1992; Board of Directors, 1993-1995

Conferences Organized/Chaired:

Conference: No Direction Home: Reimagining Jewish Geography. Lehigh University,  March, 2008. 

Annual Colloquium, (Judaism and Postmodern Culture,( Lehigh University, 1992-1999, 2001, 2004, 2005

Conference: (Representing the Holocaust: Practices, Products, Projections,( Lehigh University, May 2000
Conference: (Mapping Jewish Identities,( Lehigh University, May 1998

Conference: (The Archaeology of Israel: Constructing the Past, Interpreting the Present,( Lehigh University, May 1994

Conference: (The Other in Jewish Thought and History,( Lehigh University, May 1992

Conference: (New Perspectives on Israeli History: The Early Years of the State,( Lehigh University, May 1990

Conference: (Fundamentalism as a Political Force in the Middle East,( Lehigh University, May 1989


Invited Lectures and Conference Presentations:
(Postzionism and Postmodern Critique( Faculty Seminar, University of Florida, Gainesville Florida, January 2005

(Jews and Buddhism: A New Form of Interreligious Dialogue( Lecture, Gregorian University, Rome, May 2004

(The 'Jewish' in American Jewish History,( American Jewish History Conference, Temple University, April 2003

(Rethinking Israeliness: Discussion of Baruch Kimmerling's The Invention and Decline of Israeliness,( and Gershon Shafir and Yoav Peled, Being Israeli: The Dynamics of Multiple Citizenship, Paper, Annual Meeting, Association of Israel Studies, May 2002

Participant: Panel for Day of Dialogue, Institute for Jewish-Christian Understanding, Muhlenberg College, May 2002 

(Postzionism: Revisioning Israeli History,( Delaware Valley Reform Rabbis Annual Rabbinic Conference, January 2002

(Beyond the Zionist State: Israeli Identity in the 21st Century,( Language, Literature, and Peace in the Middle East Conference, Ohio University, November 2001

(Postzionism as a Critique of Power,( Annual Meeting, Association of Israel Studies, May 2001

(Israeli/Jewish Identity in the 21st Century: The Challenge of Postzionism,( Florida International University, March 12, 2001

(Israeli/Jewish Identity in the 21st Century: The Challenge of Postzionism,( Judaic Studies Distinguished Lecture Series, University of Arizona, Tucson, Az., February 12, 2001

(The Postzionism Debates: A Dispute over National Identity in Israel,( Minda de Gunzburg Center for European Studies, Harvard University, May 8, 2000

(The Postzionism Debates: Knowledge and Power in Israeli Culture,( Princeton University, Princeton, N.J., September 1999 

(The Ambivalent Search for Home,( Annual Meeting of Association for Jewish Studies, Boston, Ma., December 1998

Participant.  Panel on (The Vatican Statement on the Shoah( Allentown College, Allentown, Pa., October 1998

(Mapping, not Tracing,( conference, (Mapping Jewish Identities,( Lehigh University, May 1998

(Anton Shammas: Uncovering the Fault Lines of Israeli Culture and Identity,( University of Michigan, October 1996


(After Zionism: An Emerging Post Zionist Discourse,( conference, (History--Remembered, Recovered, Invented: Historical Memory and the Construction of Tradition,( University of Pennsylvania, May 1995 

(Jewish Thought Since the Shoah,( Tempio Dei Giovanni, Rome, March 1995

(Culture, Identity, and the Postmodern Interpretation of Judaism,( American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, San Francisco, November 1992

(The Other: Theoretical Reflections,( conference, (The Other in Jewish Thought and History,( Lehigh University, May 1992

(Discourse, Ideology, and the Contemporary Interpretation of Judaism: The Case of Zionism,( Institute for Advanced Studies, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, December 1991

(Literary Theory, Interpretation, and the Modern Study of Judaism,( Association for Jewish Studies Annual Meeting, Boston, December 1990

(New Perspectives on Israeli History: Reflections on Themes and Issues,( conference, (New Perspectives on Israeli History: The Early Years of the State,( Lehigh University, May 1990

(Modes of Discourse in Modern Judaism: The Buber-Scholem Debate Reconsidered,( University of Tennessee, Knoxville, faculty seminar, April 1990

(Jewish Studies, Religious Studies, and the Crisis of the Humanities,( University of Tennessee, Knoxville, April 1990

(Discourse, Social Theory, and the Crisis of the Humanities,( American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Anaheim, Ca., November 1989

Lehigh University Activities:
South Mountain College Seminar; 2007-2008. 
Committee, Kenner Lecture Series; 1999-Present.; Chair, 2001-2008.  

University Research Council, 2003-present

Board of Directors, Jewish Student Advisory Council, Inc., 1986-present 

Advisor, Jewish Studies Minors, College of Arts & Science, 1992- present

Committee, Review of University and College Centers and Institutes, Office of Vice Provost for Research, 2001-2003

CAS, Non-Major Student Adviser, 2002-2003, 2006-2008.
Committee, Cohen Chair in International Relations; Chair, 1997-1998

Sloan Committee on (The Use and Abuse of the University,( 1996-98

University Committee on Educational Policy, 1990-1993

College of Arts & Science Tenure Committee 1991-1994; Chair, 1992-93

Organizer and Coordinator, Interdisciplinary Faculty Seminar on Interpretation, 1985-1989

College of Arts and Science Admissions Committee, 1985-88

Faculty-student affairs committee to organize and coordinate faculty-student affairs workshop, 1988

Faculty committee for program in archaeology, 1987-1991

Center for International Studies Task Force on International Dimensions of Academic Programs, 1987-2000

Center for International Studies Executive Committee, 1987-2000

Faculty Fellow, Taylor Residential College, 1986-1992

Community Service:

Visiting Rabbi, High Holidays. Temple Beth El. Allentown, PA. 2005

(Scholar in Residence,( Hazleton Jewish Community Center, October 2002


Visiting Rabbi, High Holidays. Congregation Adath Israel. Merion, PA. 1985-2001

Scholar in Residence. Knoxville, Tenn. Jewish Community, April 1990




Courses Taught:
General:

Contemporary Styles of Interpretation

Critics of Religion: Spinoza, Nietzsche, Foucault, Dawkins 

How to Study Religion

Meditation and Mindfulness

Methodological Approaches to the Study of Religion

Myth and History

Modern Critics of Religion:  Nietzsche, Freud, and Harold Bloom

Religion, Gender, Power

Religions of the West

Turning Eastward: Jews and Christians Encounter Buddhism 

Violence and Non-Violence: East and West

Jewish Studies:
American Judaism

Introduction to Judaism

Israel: Religion, Culture, National Identity

Jewish Identity in the Modern World

Jewish Responses to the Holocaust



Jewish Social and Intellectual History in the Modern Period

Jewish Thought in the Early Twentieth Century

Judaism in Israel and the United States

The Philosophy of Martin Buber

Modern Jewish Historiography

Modern Judaism and the Search for Meaning

Modern Jewish Thought

Mordecai Kaplan and American Judaism

Spiritual Quest in Contemporary Jewish Life

Sex and Gender in Judaism: The Feminist Critique

Spiritual Quest in Contemporary Jewish Life


Zionism, Israel, and the Renewal of Judaism
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