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Proposed New Degree Program

College Of Education: Counseling Psychology Program

Master’s in International Counseling
	1. Proposed new program mission statement


The Master’s program in International Counseling at Lehigh University prepares students to function in professional roles that include three key targets of intervention settings: the community, the school, and the family. The faculty seeks to produce counselors who can conceptualize and intervene in preventative, developmental, and therapeutic ways to assist a broad cultural cross-section of individuals to improve their understanding, adjustment, and daily functioning across the lifespan. Students are sought who will both appreciate and embrace the scientific and empirical underpinnings of the counseling field, and work to apply them in culturally appropriate ways. A student may elect to emphasize one of the three roles in their training, but will be expected to be familiar in all three. A successful graduate may be employed in a variety of settings such as elementary, middle or secondary schools, and/or mental health agencies.

	2. Rationale for proposed new program


The College of Education has moved aggressively into the international arena by providing certificate and degree programs for educational leaders, such as principals and school headmasters at American International Schools. In 2003, a certificate program was developed in international counseling to address the needs of current counselors and counselors-to-be in the overseas schools. The changes in the overseas schools and the American communities abroad are foreshadowing the major shift in the restructuring of the world's political economy. Within this context, family life and schooling of international communities differs from those experienced by local communities. The third culture experience abroad impinges differently on the daily lives of children and families of diplomats, missionaries etc. Based on the attendance for the certificate courses (people from South America, India, Japan, etc.), and expressed interest in a Master’s program, we believe an international counseling program would be well received in the international community. In addition to the need for such a program, there are no known competing programs that are offered internationally. We believe that this program will enhance the existing College of Education curriculum and programs.
	3. Description of proposed new program


	A. Admissions criteria (required for graduate programs only)


	(1) minimum requirements


Same requirements as existing Master’s degree for international students.


UG GPA = 3.00 

	(2) background courses required


None
	(3) required examinations (for example, GRE, GMAT, and the like)


None
	(4) language requirements for foreign students


Consistent with requirements for admission for programs in COE:

TOEFL (minimum scores: 600 (paper-based, 250 computer); reading (56 paper, 22 computer), listening (56 paper, 22 computer), structure/writing 55 paper, 22 writing)

TSE (must attain scores of at least 50 within one year of starting program)

	(5) application process for interdisciplinary programs


Not applicable.
	(6) admission deadline


Rolling admissions, no specific deadlines.

	B. Specific degree requirements


Master’s Degree (if that is the proposed  new degree program):

	(1) New and/or existing course/credit requirements (attach new course proposal for each new graduate course)


CPsy 430:

Professional Seminar (3) 

CPsy 436:

Culture-Centered Career Interventions (3) 

CPsy 440:

Introduction to Family Counseling (3)

CPsy 442:

Counseling & Therapeutic Approaches (3)

CPsy 4xx: 
Counseling Issues and Skills: Facilitating Healthy Adjustment (3)
CPsy 4xx: 
Counseling Issues and Skills: Building Healthy Communities (3)
CPsy 471:

Diversity and Multicultural Perspectives (3)

CPsy 480:

Practicum (3)

CPsy 483:

Fieldwork (3)

Elective:

3 credits

** NOTE: 4 of the above courses will be offered online
	(2) Thesis requirement


None
	(3) Comprehensive examination requirement


None
Doctoral Degree (if that is the proposed  new degree program):

	(1) language requirement


	(2) Qualifying and/or general examination requirements (if both required, describe each below)


	(3) Course/credit requirements (attach new course proposal for each new graduate course)


	(4) Master’s degree requirements (if student fails to complete doctorate)


	(5) Faculty available to direct dissertations


	(6) Expected time to complete the degree


	C. Details of the Proposed Program (any information not supplied elsewhere on this form but important to the consideration of the proposed program)


	D. Implementation Plan (how the degree will be put into place, including initial admissions)


	4. Academic Impact


	A. Is the proposed new program interdisciplinary?


The program is not interdisciplinary. 
	B. Identify any known effects of the proposed new program on other programs at the University. 



None known.

	C. If there are known effects, individuals in charge of the affected programs must be consulted about the proposed new program and the following information provided:


	(1) Who was consulted?


N/A
	(2) Is the proposed new program acceptable to all other programs affected?


N/A
	(3) Will any changes be required in the affected programs?  If so, please describe below:


N/A
	D. Does the proposed new program affect the University’s commitment to diversity in any way?  If so, please describe below:



The proposed program concentrates on issues of counseling within the international school communities. The present counseling psychology program has as its core identity a multicultural perspective. The emphasis throughout the counseling program is for students to understand counseling within a cultural context.  As such the program will have a strong link to developing deep and rich understanding of diverse cultures, language, and race across the world.

	5. Resource Impact


	A. Provide impact statements in the four areas listed below:


	(1) Library impact statement (attach statement if provided by LTS)


There are no new library resources required for this program currently.  Given the existence of the current counseling program which is fully accredited by APA, the proposed program will draw on these existing resources.
According to LTS Consultant (Jean Johnson), distance teaching and learning may necessitate additional spending on library collections as journals, books, databases and videos appropriate for academic use transition to online access.  While virtual library collections are particularly important for distance learners, the costs and benefits impact the entire campus community.

	(2) Computer impact statement (attach statement if provided by LTS)


The addition of several new courses to be taught on line will require additional technical support. After consulting with LTS consultant it has been determined that will be provided in three ways.  First, the program will draw on the expertise within the COE through the current Library and Technical Services consultant for technical support. Second, the University new “Lehigh Lab” will offer opportunities for instructors to receive the needed support to bring courses on line.  Third, the COE has hired an individual who has partial responsibility for facilitating on line instruction for faculty teaching in the International program. 
	(3) Faculty impact statement (how proposed program affects load on existing faculty or requires new faculty)


The courses in the proposed program will be offered by existing faculty in the department.  In particular, most of the counseling courses in the proposed program will be taught by existing faculty as part of their standard teaching load or as summer/January term courses.  In particular, all of the faculty of the counseling psychology program in the COE have expertise in cross-cultural education and many also have international teaching experience. When the core Counseling Psychology faculty teach the courses in the fall or spring semesters the International Program will offer funds that will support adjunct instructors for other courses taught in the Counseling Psychology Program. In the event that the program grows as anticipated, additional support will be examined (e.g., additional faculty member such as a Professor of Practice). 
	(4) Facilities impact statement (how proposed program affects load on existing facilities or requires new facilities)




This proposal has no impact on facilities.

	B. Provide a statement indicating who will assume financial responsibility for any new resources required:


The proposed program primary can be implemented using existing faculty resources. Costs associated with additional adjunct faculty will be needed to offset faculty teaching dedicated to this program, and those resources would be provided through the College of Education within the International Education budget.
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