College Of Education: Counseling Psychology Program

Proposed Course Changes
	1. Current course number, title, course description, and credits (from present course catalogue):


Course 1. CPsy 445 (3) Elementary School Counseling – Emphasizes concerns of the elementary school counselor in working with teachers, parents, administrators, and other specialists. Policies, practices, and curriculum concerns, as they affect the development of the child. 

Course 2. CPsy 448 (3) Secondary School Counseling – Establishing an effective secondary counseling and guidance program within the framework of the school setting. Policies, procedures, and curriculum concerns as they affect the student. Professional approaches to involve students, teachers, administrators, and parents in the counseling and guidance activities of the secondary school.


Course 3. CPsy 430 (4) Professional Seminar – Professional, ethical, and legal issues in counseling. Management and delivery of counseling services in a culturally diverse society. Professional development, certification, licensure, and role identification. A required one-credit laboratory extends counseling skill acquisition and examines ethical and legal issues in counseling cases.

Course 4. CPsy 429 (1) Diagnostic Interview Laboratory – Principles of psychological measurement (e.g., tests construction, technology, validity, reliability, functional utility). Ethical, legal, and cultural issues in the administration and interpretation of psychological tests. Case conceptualization, reporting and presentation. 

	2. Proposed course number, title, course description, and credits (as it will appear in course catalogue):


Course Changes:

Course 1. CPsy 445 (4) Elementary & Secondary School Counseling – I. Overview of the history, philosophy and current trends in elementary and secondary school counseling.  Emphasis is placed on (a) professional, ethical, and legal issues in counseling; (b) management and delivery of counseling services in a school setting and culturally diverse society; (c) professional development, certification and role identification; (d) collaboration and consultation with teachers, parents, and administrators. Students will be involved in a pre-practicum observation of school counselors in a K-12 setting.

Course 2. CPsy 448 (4) Elementary & Secondary School Counseling – II.  Emphasis on the social and cultural context of elementary and secondary school counseling. Includes ethical, legal, and cultural issues in the administration and interpretation of psychological tests used in K-12 settings. Focus on a special topic such as school violence or substance abuse prevention, school and community interaction, and the social and cultural context of school counseling, etc. The course will also include observations in schools.

Course 3. CPsy 430 (3) Professional Seminar – Professional, ethical, and legal issues in counseling. Management and delivery of counseling services in a culturally diverse society. Professional development, certification, licensure, and role identification. A required one-credit laboratory extends counseling skill acquisition and examines ethical and legal issues in counseling cases.

	3. Nature of proposed change(s)


Course 1. CPsy 445 (4) Elementary & Secondary School Counseling
	A. Course title change?  If so, provide rationale below:


1. The course title will be changed to reflect the fact that elementary and secondary school content will be included in this course. 

2. The course will be a shared core requirement of all elementary and secondary school counseling students in the Master’s program.

3. The new title change also reflects the fact that this course is part one of a three course sequence in school course sequence in the school counseling program.   

	B. Course number change?  If so, provide rationale below:


Not applicable; the course number will be retained.

	C. Change in course credits?  If so, provide rationale below:


1. The number of credits for the course will increase from 3 to 4 credits. 

2. The increase is a reasonable adjustment given that students will be required to master professional content related to both elementary and secondary school counseling which approximately doubles the content quantity for the course.

3. Students will be required to complete a pre-practicum observational training experience in a local school district. This is a notable increase in work compared to the original course.

	D. Change in course description?  If so, provide rationale below:


1. Course description reflects the recently revised Pennsylvania Department of Education certification guidelines and new national standards for elementary and secondary counseling programs. 

2. The change in course description reflects one aspect of comprehensive enhancement and improvements of the school counseling program curriculum. 

3. The new course description and its content will make it easier for all school counseling students to obtain dual certification.

4. The description of the course also reflects the addition of a pre-practicum requirement that is a significant extension of the course. 

	E. Other change(s)?  If so, please describe below and provide rationale for each change.


Not applicable.

Course 2.  CPsy 448 (4) Elementary & Secondary School Counseling – II

	A. Course title change?  If so, provide rationale below:


1. The course title will be changed to reflect the fact that elementary and secondary school content will be included in this course. 

2. The course will be a shared core requirement of all elementary and secondary school counseling students in the Master’s program.

3. The new title change also reflects the fact that this course is part one of a three course sequence in school course sequence in the school counseling program.   

	B. Course number change?  If so, provide rationale below:


Not applicable; the course number will be retained.

	C. Change in course credits?  If so, provide rationale below:


1. The number of credits for the course will increase from 3 to 4 credits. 

2. The increase is a reasonable adjustment given that students will be required to master professional content related both elementary and secondary school counseling which approximately doubles the content quantity for the course.

3. The description of the course also reflects the addition of a school observations requirement that will supplement the special topical emphasis of the course. This is a notable increase in contact hours for the course compared to the original course.

	D. Change in course description?  If so, provide rationale below:


1. Course description reflects the recently revised Pennsylvania Department of Education certification guidelines and new national standards for elementary and secondary counseling programs. 

2. The change in course description reflects one aspect of comprehensive enhancement and improvements of the school counseling program curriculum. 

3. The new course description and it content will make it easier for all school counseling students to obtain dual certification.

	E. Other change(s)?  If so, please describe below and provide rationale for each change.


Not applicable.

Course 3. CPsy 430 (3) Professional Seminar 

	A. Course title change?  If so, provide rationale below:


Not applicable.

	B. Course number change?  If so, provide rationale below:


Not applicable.

	C. Change in course credits?  If so, provide rationale below:


1. The course will be changed to a 3 credit course because the course will no longer combine the ethical and professional content of Human Services Counselors and School Guidance Counselors.

2. Removing the School Guidance content will effectively reduce the quantity of professional identity and ethics subject matter included in the course. 

3. The contact hours for the course will be consistent with number of hours required for a 3 credit graduate course. 

	D. Change in course description?  If so, provide rationale below:


Not applicable.
	E. Other change(s)?  If so, please describe below and provide rationale for each change.


Not applicable.
Course 4. CPsy 429 Lab will be dropped from the course catalogue and as a requirement for Counseling Program.

	A. Course title change?  If so, provide rationale below:


Not applicable.

	B. Course number change?  If so, provide rationale below:


Not applicable.

	C. Change in course credits?  If so, provide rationale below:


Not applicable.

	D. Change in course description?  If so, provide rationale below:


Not applicable.

	E. Other change(s)?  If so, please describe below and provide rationale for each change.


This one credit lab course is no longer needed because the content requirements of: (a) principles of psychological measurement (e.g., tests construction, technology, validity, reliability, functional utility), (b) ethical, legal, and cultural issues in the administration and interpretation of psychological tests, and (c) case conceptualization, reporting and presentation, are covered in the following courses: CPsy 427 – Standardized Test and Measurement and CPsy 448 – Elementary and Secondary School Counseling II.

	4. Resource Impact


	A. Provide impact statements in the four areas listed below:


	(1) Library impact statement (attach statement, if provided by LTS)


It is not foreseen that any additional library resources will be required in offering CPsy 445, 448 and 430 courses.  These courses have been offered previously and as such, all necessary materials have already been procured and are readily available.

	(2) Computer impact statement (attach statement, if provided by LTS)


No apparent effect.

	(3) Faculty impact statement (how proposed program affects load on existing faculty or requires new faculty)


The CPsy 445, 448 and 430 courses have been offered one time annually by a combination of core faculty members or an adjunct faculty over the past 10 years. Each of the courses will continue to be offered with the same annual frequency using the existing faculty resources. Thus, the faculty impact will be minimal. 

	(4) Facilities impact statement (how proposed program affects load on existing facilities or requires new facilities)


Offering the CPsy 445, 448 and 430 courses only affect facilities in a minimal way 

because the courses have been taught on an annual basis. Each of the courses requires on campus room assignments. The classroom will need to be equipped with instructional technology (i.e., LCD projector, computer) in order to aid the faculty member in disseminating the course content. However, this does not reflect new facility demands.

	B. Provide a statement indicating who will assume financial responsibility for any new resources required:


Dean, College of Education, will assume responsibility for any new resources required to teach the course. However, there is no apparent reason for financial liabilities.
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