Graduate and Research Committee
Proposed Program Changes
1. Name and summary of current program: EES Master’s of Science degree program and EES PHD degree program
2. Proposed program changes (as they will appear in the catalog): Current:  All graduate students are required to take two of the Department’s three graduate core courses (EES 415, 426, 484).
Revised:  All graduate students are required to take one of the Department’s four graduate core courses (EES 411, 415, 426, 484).

Current: PHD candidates have no specific course requirements outside of the core course requirement.

Revised: All PHD candidates are required to take at least six 400 level EES courses (1 core course plus 5 other 400 level EES courses).
3. Description of proposed change(s):  MS candidates will have the regular University requirements, a minimum of 30 credits of coursework, up to six of which may be thesis, and at least 18 credits which must be at the 400 level.  The only change is that one (3 credits) not two (6 credits) of the 400 level courses must be from the designated core course list.
4. Rationale for proposed change(s): The requirement to take two core courses was based on the notion that core courses would provide a beneficial breadth requirement for EES graduate students.  We believe that the 30 credit hour degree requirement provides sufficient breadth for MS candidates.  We augment the one core course requirement for PHD students by requiring an additional 5 EES courses be completed at the 400 level.  Most EES PHD candidates over the past decade have completed seven to eight 300-400 level courses.  Mandating six 400 level courses (selected by the degree candidate in conjunction with advice from the principal research advisor, the research supervisory committee and the qualifying exam committee) will insure breadth for all students, better preparing them for the increasingly multidisciplinary scholarship in Earth & Environmental Sciences and still provide students with the desired degree flexibility.  The requirement will also encourage higher enrollments in EES 400 level courses.  The department favors more robust PHD requirements as compared to MS requirements.
5. Academic Impact Statement: 
a. Is this proposed program change interdisciplinary?  no
b. Identify any known effects of the proposed program change on other programs at the University.  none
c. If there are known effects, individuals in charge of the affected programs must be consulted about the proposed program change and the following information provided: 

(1) Who was consulted?
 The change was approved by the EES Graduate Instruction Committee, the EES faculty, and the EES graduate student representatives.
(2) Is the proposed program change acceptable to the affected programs? 

(3) Will any changes be required in the affected programs? If so, describe.
d. Identify any known effects of the proposed program change on the University's commitment to diversity.  none
6. Resource Impact Statement:
    a. Provide each of the following:

(1) Library impact statement  none
(2) Computer impact statement none
(3) Faculty impact statement 

      EES 415 will not be offered again until fall 2009.  This course may be broadened in content and co-offered with another EES faculty member with expertise in surficial processes or perhaps an additional core course in surface processes will be developed.  EES 426 and 484 are traditionally co-taught.
       (4) Facilities Impact: none
    b. Provide a statement indicating who will assume financial responsibility for any new                   resources required: none required
