Recommendation to EPC for revision to R&P 3.1.6

September 29, 2004

Current: 3.1.6 Study abroad 
A student who wishes to study abroad under the auspices of any non-Lehigh program and who wishes to have the academic work taken in that program count towards a Lehigh degree must have a cumulative GPA of at least 2.7. Any student with less than this and who believes for good reason that there are extenuating circumstances may appeal to the committee on the standing of students for an exception to this rule before leaving to study abroad. Advance approval of the registrar must be obtained for the transfer of credit. 

Proposed: 3.1.6 Study abroad 
A student who wishes to study abroad under the auspices of any non-Lehigh program and who wishes to have the academic work taken in that program count towards a Lehigh degree must have a cumulative GPA of at least 3.0, or an average of a 3.0 gpa during the two regular semesters prior to submitting an application to study abroad. Any student with less than this and who believes for good reason that there are extenuating circumstances may appeal to the committee on the standing of students for an exception to this rule before leaving to study abroad. Advance approval of the registrar must be obtained for the transfer of credit. 

Rationale:

The stronger foreign programs require a 3.0 GPA. Lehigh would like to eliminate some weaker programs that have a lower required GPA.  Lehigh currently includes these weaker programs to have some programs available to students with a GPA lower than 3.0.

Many students studying abroad have found the programs academically very challenging. We want to maximize the chances of academic success in these programs.

The current standard of a 2.7 GPA has been eroded by grade inflation. When that standard was adopted, the average GPA at Lehigh was approximately 2.75; it is now 3.05.
A higher GPA would require greater academic commitment from the students. Indeed, the source of the (few) severe behavior problems on these programs has been students with a GPA less than 3.0. 

