Changes for BS in Computer Science 

College of Arts and Sciences

The Computer Science and Engineering department proposes three changes to the BS in Computer Science in the College of Arts and Sciences:

1. Require that students take at least 12 credits of natural science such that at least one course has an attached laboratory and that at least two courses be in a laboratory science, with the first course a prerequisite of the second course.

2. Require that students take at least 30 hours of HSS courses, including Engl 1, Engl 2, and CSE 252.
3. Require students to take the (new 1-credit) course CSE 1aa Technical Presentation  or COMM 130  Public Speaking (4)
The current and proposed catalog entries:
Current:

Junior year, second semester (15 credit hours)

CSE 340
Design and Analysis of Algorithms (3)

ECE 201
Computer Architecture (3)

CSE 216
Software Engineering (3)



Distribution (3)



Approved technical elective* (3)

 Proposed:

Junior year, second semester (16 credit hours)

CSE 340
Design and Analysis of Algorithms (3)

ECE 201
Computer Architecture (3)

CSE 216
Software Engineering (3)

CSE 1aa
Technical Presentation (1) OR
COMM 130     Public Speaking (4)



Distribution (3)



Approved technical elective* (3)

Rationale:

1. The requirement of a laboratory course explicitly states a CAS requirement. The requirement of 12 credits of science is no change from before.  The requirement of a two semester sequence (stated more loosely to satisfy the registrar) is needed to attain accreditation.
2. As far as we know, no student has earned the BS in CS in CAS without satisfying the requirement of at least 30 hours of HSS courses.  According to ccreditation standards we must explicitly state this requirement.
3. Students in the program currently have no (required) education in oral communication, as required by accreditation

