CURRENT:
 

R&P 3.8.1 item 3. 2nd paragraph
 

Courses in which a grade of C or better are recorded may not be repeated for credit or grade substitution.
 

R&P 3.9 2nd paragraph
 

Courses assigned a "C" or higher grade may not be retaken.
 

 (items underlined are to be deleted)

PROPOSAL:
 

1. delete R%P 3.8.1 item 3. 2nd paragraph (repetitive)
2. revise R&P 3.9 as follows: 
Courses assigned a 'C' or higher grade may not be retaken. 
 

When a course is repeated in which a C- or lower grade other than P was received, the grade received upon repetition of the course counts in the cumulative average, and the grade(s) and credit hours received when the course was previously taken are dropped from the cumulative average. {{{{No course taken using the Pass/Fail Option may replace a prior grade other than F C-, D+, D, D-, or F grade for grade point average calculations. }}}}} A course may only be repeated on a pass/fail grading basis if originally taken on a pass/fail basis.
 

In order to remove a C- or lower  grade from the cumulative grade point average, the student must repeat the same course for regular grading. If the course is discontinued, the offering department may designate an equivalent course, which is acceptable as a substitute. Courses from other institutions, including those in LVAIC, are not eligible for the purpose of grade substitutions. 

 

Rationale: This policy change was originally proposed by a faculty and staff  Ad Hoc Retention Committee that was co chaired by Prof. Raymond Bell and Dean of Students, Sharon Basso in the fall of 1996. The policy was approved by the Educational Policy Committee but defeated at the University Faculty meeting. At the time President Likins felt it might create a large increase in the number of Presidents Scholars.
 

There have since been changes made to several policies that make that concern less worrisome. The GPA for the Presidents Scholar program has been raised from 3.5 to 3.75. Overload constraints are being more strictly enforced. (The number of overloads has been reduced in one year from 587 to 264 in the last two fall terms.) These factors make the likelihood of students frivolously repeating courses for higher grades less. This new policy would not have worked well with the old overload implementation.
 

Members of the SOS committee can all give anecdotal information of students who have dropped classes in the last week to avoid a "B+" that, they believed, would hurt their GPA. We have all heard stories from colleagues of students asking for lower grades (C minuses) just so they could avoid a B and repeat the course later.
 

Students with 130 GPA hours at graduation who have repeated one three credit class and raised their grade from a "B+" to an "A-" will raise their cumulative GPA by 0.0088.  Thus students, who now have a more restricted credit load thanks to the new overload restrictions, must choose between taking an additional course for the "breadth and depth" or increasing their GPA by 0.0088.
 

Students who aspire to attend professional schools and who receive a lower grade than what they feel is the best they can do in a core course, often feel strongly that they need to retake the course. They may wish to retake it to increase their knowledge and mastery in that area, and/or to increase their GPA.  Many of these students have petitioned to be allowed to repeat based on their need to understand the information at a greater depth. These petitions have been difficult to deny.
