School Psychology Program

Proposed New Course

(Rev. 4/24/01)

1. Proposed new course number and course description (as it will appear in course catalogue):
SchP 406  Research Methods and Design. This course is designed to provide skills in the use and application of research methodologies and in the conceptualizing and writing of research proposals.  Specifically, the course is focused on developing conceptual knowledge of specific research methods, interpreting data using specific methods of analysis, and developing independent research skills focused around one’s own research project.  The course is primarily designed for doctoral students in School Psychology and Special Education.  Permission of instructor is required.

2. Instructional mode (i.e., lecture, recitation, laboratory, seminar, independent study, or other) and number of contact hours per week: 
Lecture &  discussion; 3 contact hours per week

3. Rationale for proposed new course:
Prior to the 2002-2003 academic year, doctoral students in School Psychology took one course in research methods and design in addition to the required course sequence in statistical analyses.  This research design course was taken in the fourth year as a way support the development of a dissertation proposal.  Over time, program faculty and students have identified a need for a research design course in the first year of the program in order to (a) build a strong conceptual base in research methods before taking statistical analysis courses and beginning student research and (b) prompt and support the initial development of a doctoral qualifying project (masters thesis equivalent).  In particular, students have struggled to complete the latter requirement in a timely fashion and it was believed that adding a research design course to be taken by first-year doctoral students would aid in addressing this concern.  In fact, this new course was offered last spring to 7 doctoral students under the SchP 429 Special Topics in School Psychology course.  Not only did students provide very positive evaluations of this course, but at least 3 of the students have already proposed their doctoral qualifying projects (which is substantially earlier than for students from previous cohorts).  

4. Academic impact on programs affected by new course:
a. Is this proposed new course cross listed?

No

b. Identify any known effects of the proposed new course on other programs at the University. 

This course will be available to doctoral students in affiliated programs, e.g., special education.

c. If there are known effects, individuals in charge of the affected programs must be consulted about the changes and the following information provided:

(1) Who was consulted?

Dr. Asha Jitendra, coordinator of special education program

(2) Is the proposed new course acceptable to all affected programs?

Yes, specifically for beginning doctoral students in Special Education

(3) Will any changes be required in the affected programs?  If so, describe.

No, other than requiring beginning doctoral students to take the course.

d. Identify any known effects of the proposed new course on the University’s commitment to diversity.

No known effects.

5. Resource Impact Statement:

a. Provide each of the following:

(1) Library impact statement

This course will not require the purchase of any new books or journals as it is a course related to research methodology and statistical analyses.  Relevant books and journals are already in the library collections.

(2) Computer impact statement

No impact beyond the needs of any other course.

(3) Faculty impact statement

One of the four core school psychology faculty will need to teach this course once per year.  This course was taught in Spring 2003 and will be taught again in Spring 2004 under the SchP 429 Special Topics in School Psychology  course.  Thus, the addition of this course will not impact faculty resources.

(4) Facilities impact statement

None.  This course does not require any additional facilities.

b. Provide a statement indicating who will assume financial responsibility for any new resources required:

Not applicable since no new resources are required to offer this course.

