School Psychology Program

Proposed New Course

(Rev. 4/24/01)

1. Proposed new course number and course description (as it will appear in course catalogue):
SchP 407 (CPsy 407)  Crisis Management in the Schools. This course is designed to provide students with knowledge and skills related to crisis preparedness and intervention in the schools.  Relevant theories and research literature will be explored as well as practical elements of crisis response that are applicable to all school systems.  In addition, intervention strategies and protocols will be examined and discussed.  Permission of instructor is required.

2. Instructional mode (i.e., lecture, recitation, laboratory, seminar, independent study, or other) and number of contact hours per week: 
Lecture &  discussion; 3 contact hours per week

3. Rationale for proposed new course:
In recent years, it has become increasingly important for school psychologists , school counselors, and special educators to be aware of effective strategies to prevent crises in schools and/or to directly address crises that may occur in school settings.  Surveys of recent graduates from the school psychology program consistently identified a need for a course in crisis intervention in our curriculum.  A prototype of this course has been offered in two of the previous three years under the SchP 429 Special Topics in School Psychology course listing.  On both occasions, the course enrolled nearly 30 students from counseling and school psychology, further attesting to the perceived need for this course among students.  The School Psychology program faculty recently have added this course as a requirement for both Ed.S. and Ph.D. students.  We plan to offer it on an alternate year basis.  

4. Academic impact on programs affected by new course:
a. Is this proposed new course cross listed?

Yes, with Counseling Psychology.

b. Identify any known effects of the proposed new course on other programs at the University. 

This course will be available to graduate students in affiliated programs, e.g., counseling psychology and special education.

c. If there are known effects, individuals in charge of the affected programs must be consulted about the changes and the following information provided:

(1) Who was consulted?

Dr. Nicholas Ladany, coordinator of counseling psychology program

(2) Is the proposed new course acceptable to all affected programs?

Yes, specifically for graduate students in Counseling Psychology

(3) Will any changes be required in the affected programs?  If so, describe.

No.  This course is already required of school psychology graduate students and has been taught under the Special Topics in School Psychology course listing on two previous occasions.

d. Identify any known effects of the proposed new course on the University’s commitment to diversity.

No known effects.

5. Resource Impact Statement:

a. Provide each of the following:

(1) Library impact statement

This course will not require the purchase of any new books or journals.  Relevant books and journals are already in the library collections.

(2) Computer impact statement

No impact beyond the needs of any other course.

(3) Faculty impact statement

One of the four core school psychology faculty (or an experienced adjunct faculty member) will need to teach this course in alternate years.  This course was taught on two previous occasions under the SchP 429 Special Topics in School Psychology  course.  Further, this course has replaced SchP 427 (Standardized Tests and Measurement) as a requirement for the Ed.S. degree in School Psychology.  Thus, the addition of this course will not impact faculty resources.

(4) Facilities impact statement

None.  This course does not require any additional facilities.

b. Provide a statement indicating who will assume financial responsibility for any new resources required:

Not applicable since no new resources are required to offer this course.

