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October 14, 2003

To:
Graduate Research Committee

From:
Kathleen Trexler

RE:
New Course for Field Studies in MBA Program

The College of Business and Economics faculty approved the following course at their faculty meeting on Wednesday, October 29, 2004.

GBUS 494 – Field Projects (1-4 Credits)

The field projects course will provide MBA students with and opportunity to apply MBA concepts with an employer, corporate partner or other suitable organization.  Students will work with a supervising professor and a corporate representative on a project designed by the student.  Students must prepare a written proposal for the project including the expected outcomes and an estimate of the hours required for completion.  Students will present their proposal to a faculty member of their choice for approval.  The academic rigor and time required to complete the project will determine the number of credits earned.

Instructional mode:  Independent project supervised by a faculty member.

Rationale:  MBA 406 originally included the opportunity for students to do industry projects as a method of applying the body of knowledge acquired in MBA 401 through MBA 405.  Recent changes in MBA 406 have eliminated this option.  However, the MBA Core Team believes that the application of MBA concepts in a corporate setting is very valuable.  Many of our MBA students have done outstanding projects that have resulted in job offers and/or increased their visibility within their firms.  GBUS 494 will allow students the option to do a field project as an elective and have it appear on their transcript properly identified.

Academic Impact:


Is the proposed course cross listed?  No

Identify any known effects of the proposed new course on other programs at the University.    No known effects.

Identify any known effects of the proposed new course on the University’s commitment to diversity.   No known effects

Resource Impact Statement:

Library Impact – Since this is a field study, there should be little if any impact on library resources.

Computer Impact Statement – Since most MBA students are part-time and have computer availability in their home or office, there should be little impact on computer resources.

Faculty Impact Statement – This course will not require increased faculty resources.  MBA faculty currently supervise field projects without compensation.  Since the field project no longer fulfills the requirements of  a core course (MBA 406) there should be fewer projects in the future.

Facilities Impact – No known effect on facilities since most of this work will be done off campus.

Financial Responsibility:  The College of Business & Economics assumes the financial responsibility for this course.
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