January 26, 2004
PROPOSAL

University-Wide Honors Program Extension Into The College of Business and Economics

The Roy Eckardt College Scholar program is intended for students who show outstanding academic promise.  The program, in its current form, is available only to students in The College of Arts & Sciences.  The initial implementation will involve a small group of CBE students, approximately 5, who are entering their first year in August 2004 and another 5 second year students who have achieved Dean’s List.  The number of Business students will increase if the program is deemed to be successful.
Admission:  First-year student positions will be offered to the top 5 to 10 candidates for admission to the College of Business & Economics, as determined by the academic index.

Second-year student positions will be offered to the top 5 to 10 students who, at the end of their freshman year have the best grade point average.

Mission

The principal mission of the Roy Eckardt University Scholar Program is to produce enlightened, responsible citizens who embody the highest standards of intellectual and professional achievement.  It offers a unique educational experience that enables outstanding students in all three colleges to reach their fullest potential.  A secondary objective is to attract and nurture likely candidates for post-graduate awards.  In pursuit of these goals, the program seeks to create a community of people who engage in enriching extra-curricular pursuits, accept difficult academic challenges, and share a commitment to scholarship and to each other.
Major Program Characteristics

1. Students devise individualized courses of study and engage in scholarly work of an advanced nature.  In the case of CBE students, they will still be required to complete the CBE core courses as well as a Business major.

2. All students are required to complete the total number of credits required for his or her degree.  In the case of CBE students, this would be 124.

3. They are released from distribution requirements and, if necessary, modifications may be made in major requirements.  It is not expected that any modifications will be made for our students.

4. Responsibility for the student’s over-all program lies with the (Roy Eckardt University Scholars) Program Director, Ian Duffy.
5. In the final two years, the student receives up to twelve credits for individual work with a faculty member, leading to a senior project of substantial dimensions.  This work can be either within the CBE or in other Colleges.  The faculty member referenced to here, would have the responsibility of supervising an independent research project.  Participation by any individual professor will be completely voluntary.
6. Roy Eckardt University Scholars are expected to enroll and participate in at least two “University Scholar Seminars”.  This is a course created and run by the Program Director, Ian Duffy.  Such courses have a “great books” format, emphasizing the interdisciplinary nature of those works.
7. In addition to the academic privileges of the program, University Scholars are offered a variety of extra-curricular opportunities.  These include invitations to visiting speakers, dinners, plays, musicals, operas and other cultural events.
Resource Impact:  Faculty are likely to be the major resource effected. This will happen in two possible ways – 1. Members may be asked to serve as advisors to Scholars’ independent project papers.  2. Members may be invited to teach a section of the interdisciplinary course.  Both would be done on a completely voluntary basis.
Financial Responsibility:  The Roy Eckardt University Scholar Program will assume all additional financial responsibility created by the expansion of the program.
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