The concerns about student overloads currently include issues related to course availability for sophomores and first year students when seniors and juniors overload, performance decreases associated with overloads, resource issues when students pay less for their degree (graduate early) or finish double degrees in four years, the use of overloads to increase the “shopping period” for course selection, and students who take graduate courses with a higher credit load than allowed to the graduate students.  While these issues are clearly important and place stresses on both students and the institution, there are some very valid reasons for overloads including the participation of students in programs that enhance their college experiences and the desire of a sub-set of the most capable students to challenge themselves by taking high numbers of credits.  Therefore, the following proposal includes several different pieces which together are aimed at solving the problems noted above and meeting the needs of the students at the same time.

Proposed Overload rules:

1) No courses registered for as an overload can be used to accelerate the expected degree date.

2) Programs for double degrees will not be approved if they include overload semesters to complete the programs.  

3) Overload approval will not be granted for the purpose of repeating a course.

4) No overload approval will be granted in a semester where the student is enrolled in a graduate course.

5) Any course(s) approved for overload cannot be added until after the end of the normal (three week) registration period.  Space in a course cannot be reserved for students intending to add the course as an overload.

6) Overload approval requirements vary by GPA and entry into the University.  Typical loads are 14 to 17 credits.  18 credits is an overload for first semester students and for students with a GPA below 2.5.  19 credits is an overload for all other students.  Overload rules by grade point average are below:

First semester students:  

18-19, Associate Dean**






20 or more, SOS

GPA below 2.5


18, Associate Dean**






19 or more, SOS

GPA between 2.5 and 3.3:  
19, Associate Dean **






20 or more, SOS

GPA above 3.3:

   
19-20 Associate Dean**






21 or more, SOS

**Participatory courses include music ensembles, theatre practice, Brown and White e.g. as noted in a specific semester.  One additional credit can be approved by the Associate Dean if all overload credits are these courses.  These courses may be approved for addition during the normal registration time if they can be managed by Banner.  The courses involved in this recommendation are conceptualized and scheduled very differently from most other courses. Many students, indeed, take these courses in order to pursue an avocational interest that greatly enriches their experience. The data indicate that courses in this group do not pose the same risk to gpa or academic progress as other courses, even in overload. Access to courses of this nature is an important element in recruiting outstanding science and engineering students (and probably other students, too) who find that they cannot easily combine their academic objectives with the pursuit of music or theatre interests at most institutions of Lehigh’s caliber.

