Proposed Action:

Ph.D./Ed.D. ‘residency’ should be retained but recognized as an evolving requirement in the face of changing educational trends, especially as affected by new technology-based opportunities. As such Lehigh should amend its requirement to reflect current realities by changing the name to Concentrated Learning Requirement and extend the time period in which a student might take the current 18 credits of course work from the present 12 months to 15 months.

Proposed change to R&P:   (Note: Additions are underlined; (deletions) are in parentheses.)
From:

3.23.2 Residence requirement
To fulfill the residence requirement for the degree, a candidate must complete two semesters as a full-time graduate student or at least 18 credit hours of graduate study within a twelve-month period at Lehigh University. The residence requirement is intended to ensure that doctoral students spend a period of concentrated study and intellectual association with other scholars.

To:

3.23.2 Concentrated Learning Requirement
To fulfill the concentrated learning (residence) requirement for the doctoral degree, a candidate must complete two semesters as a full-time graduate student or at least 18 credit hours of Lehigh graduate study within a (twelve-) fifteen-month period either on or off campus. (at Lehigh University.) The concentrated learning (residence) requirement is intended to ensure that doctoral students spend a period of concentrated study and intellectual association with other scholars.

Individual departments may impose additional stipulations. Candidates should check with their advisers to be certain that they have satisfied their concentrated learning requirements.

Proposed Catalog Change:
From:

Residence. Each Ph.D. candidate must satisfy Lehigh’s residence requirement. The residence requirement is intended to ensure that doctoral students spend a period of concentrated study and intellectual association with other scholars. Either two semesters of full-time graduate study or 18 credit hours of graduate study within a twelve-month period must be completed.

Individual departments may impose additional stipulations. Candidates should check with their advisers to be certain that they have satisfied their residence requirements.

To:

Concentrated Learning Requirement. Each doctoral degree (Ph.D.) candidate must satisfy Lehigh’s concentrated learning (residence) requirement. This (The residence) requirement is intended to ensure that doctoral students spend a period of concentrated study and intellectual association with other scholars. (Either) Two semesters of full-time Lehigh graduate study or 18 credit hours of Lehigh graduate study, either on or off campus, within a (twelve) fifteen-month period must be completed.

Individual departments may impose additional stipulations. Candidates should check with their advisers to be certain that they have satisfied their concentrated learning (residence) requirements.

Rationale:

The objective of the current ‘residency’ requirement entails two elements: 

“a period of concentrated study and intellectual association with other scholars.”
For many students such a concentrated learning experience will be met in a traditional manner of taking two or more semesters of full-time work on campus. Others, however, might find themselves involved in regularized, but shorter term, ‘residencies’ on campus. These could be in the form of quarterly meetings between the student and his/her committee, including research and progress reports to the home department. Still others, especially international students, might be on campus for two summers, but not available to do so during the regular academic year—hence the proposed extension to 15 months to accommodate a concentrated learning experience that might include 2 summers. Yet other students might find that Lehigh takes the University to them by offering programs in an off-site location, either with faculty traveling to the site, or offering courses electronically at a distance. In all cases, it is expected that there will be a period of concentrated study and intellectual association that takes place. The current wording of the ‘residency’ rule does not appear to fully capture the changing nature of the opportunities available to meet the intent of the requirement and hence the proposed change. For those departments or programs that feel an ‘on-campus’ residency in the traditional sense is an essential component of developing the necessary intellectual association among scholars, they remain free to enforce such a requirement.
