To: 
Faculty in the department of Management and Marketing

From: 
Catherine Ridings 

Date: 
August 25, 2003

Re: 
FYI and comments, if needed, on the new number and description for BIS 331

Current description: 

BIS 331 (Mkt 331). Electronic Commerce (3) 

This course covers how businesses, the government and consumers use the Internet to exchange information and initiate transactions. Topics include risks of insecure systems, Internet security standards and protocols, cryptography, authentication and digital signatures, web-site attestation and assurance, firewalls, electronic cash systems, electronic legal agreements and international cryptographic restrictions. Students will get hands-on experience designing security-conscious web-sites using FrontPage. Prerequisite: BIS 211 or Acct 311, Mkt 211 or consent of instructor.

Proposed description:

BIS 331 (Mkt 331). Electronic Commerce (3)

This course covers how businesses and consumers use the Internet to exchange information and complete transactions. Both theoretical concepts and practical skills will be addressed within the scope of the class. Topics include advertising and marketing, ecommerce business and revenue models, online consumer behavior, web site design issues, Internet security, electronic payments, infrastructure issues, privacy issues, and overall electronic commerce strategy. Students will get hands-on experience designing ecommerce web-sites using web authoring software. Prerequisite:  BIS 111 or Acct 311, Mkt 211 or consent of instructor.

Rationale:
In the past this class was narrowly focused on security aspects of electronic commerce. We have lessened the emphasis on security and broadened the content of the course to include additional topics such as advertising, strategy, and online consumer behavior. The course description needs to reflect this content change. In addition, we need to remove the reference to a specific web authoring package in order to allow future flexibility in changing out FrontPage if need be. Finally, BIS 211 has been replaced by BIS 111, so we are changing this in the prerequisites.

