
Sustainable Supply Chain seminar Nov. 5-6 

The Center for Value Chain Research (CVCR) conducted its bi-annual symposium from 

Wednesday, Nov. 5 to Thursday,  Nov. 6. The theme, Sustainable Supply Chains: Mak-

ing the Case for Going Green, was recommended by attendees at the CVCR Spring 

Symposium in May who wanted to better understand how going green could make 

good business sense. The symposium offered a rich lineup of speakers from companies 

such as Mars Snackfood, Volvo, Merck, HP, ProLogis and Genco - a leading third-party 

logistics company focused on reverse logistics. The event was attended by some 50+ 

companies from around the country.  To learn more, click here. 

Did you know? 

Lehigh is now a member of  the 

American Association for Sustainabil-

ity in Higher Education (AASHE).  In 

joining the organization, LEAG se-

cured a wealth of educational re-

sources for the entire campus com-

munity.   

What is LEAG? 

The Lehigh Environmental Advisory Group 

(LEAG)  was commissioned by President 

Alice Gast in spring 2008, and has been 

charged with: 

• Gathering input from the campus commu-

nity about important institutional environ-

mental and sustainability initiatives. 

• Evaluating initiatives for ease of imple-

mentation; degree of impact; areas where 

Lehigh can take a leadership role. 

• Articulating Lehigh’s “Climate Commit-

ment.ó 

• Taking advantage of the university’s aca-

demic programs and the engagement of 

students to be sure that initiatives are fully 

analyzed for their life cycle environmental 

impact. 

• Providing advice to the president and 

senior leadership on priorities for initiatives 

to undertake with expected timeframe and 

anticipated impact.  
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STEPS groundbreaking celebrated 

The Science, Technology, Environment, Policy & Society (STEPS) initiative is moving 

forward. On Thursday, October 16, officials broke ground for the new STEPS build-

ing at the corner of Packer Avenue and Vine Street.  

President Alice Gast has said the STEPS building will òfoster teaching opportunities 

and breakthroughs in energy and environmental research.ó 

STEPS is part of a broad-based, forward-thinking effort at Lehigh based on sustain-

ability and the environment. 

http://cf.cc.lehigh.edu/cvcr/sympFa08.cfm


Business Services takes lead 

on sustainability 

In support of Lehighõs 

goals, Lehigh University 

Business Services has 

launched ECOg, which 

stands for Environ-

mental Choices and 

Opportunities Group. The ECOg's primary 

function is to advance their departmental 

theme PRESERVE, which aims at improving 

processes, reducing waste, and limiting con-

sumption, thereby reducing costs and improv-

ing efficiency. 

Achievements include: 

Transportation and Parking Services 

Recycling used engine oil, antifreeze, and vehi-

cle tires 

Offering mass transit to each of Lehighõs three 

campuses to reduce the need for driving 

The new mail truck and Saucon Village shuttle 

have six-cylinder, ultra low-sulfur diesel en-

gines. To date, these vehicles have shown a 

calculated 25% increase on fuel economy 

Printing and Mailing Services 

Offering a full line of recycled paper 

All inks are now soy based and then recycled 

Increases in digital production, as compared to 

offset, allows Printing and Mailing to retrieve 

files and print only what is needed for a project 

or mailing, therefore reducing overruns 

Purchasing Services 

Actively encouraging vendors to carry ògreenó 

products and to educate customers on òBuying 

Greenó 

Tracked and then reported a 30% increase in 

campus ògreenó office supply purchases over 

the previous year (2008) 

Click here to learn 

more about ECOg. 

ON THE WEB 

University embarks on forest management study 

LEAG recently voted to support a For-

est Carbon Analysis & Mitigation Study 

through Facilities Services. The study 

will assess the greenhouse gas mitiga-

tion of the campus tree canopy by 

using the direct carbon sequestra-

tion  value of the naturalized wood-

land and the avoided emissions associ-

ated with the landscape tree cover.  A 

sustainable forest management plan 

focused upon carbon mitigation will be provided in the report. As of October, 

all field work has been completed for the study and data analysis is in pro-

gress.  A final report is anticipated for review in November.  

Single stream recycling efforts underway 

Lehigh has entered into an agreement with Green-

star to sell its collected recyclable materials to the 

company.  All glass, metal, plastic #1-7, paper, 

newsprint, magazines and cardboard can now be 

collected in a single blue container.  The collected 

materials will be transported by Raritan Valley Dis-

posal to the Greenstar site in Northampton where 

they will be sorted and shipped to processing facili-

ties.  New blue collection containers are being dis-

tributed and placed in offices, classrooms, dining areas, common spaces and 

on campus grounds to simplify collection.  Compactors are also being used to 

reduce trips to the recycling facility. 

Zoellner show featured environmentally-active 

musical group Cloud Cult 

Not only did Cloud Cult play an 

amazing show on Friday, Novem-

ber 14th at ZAC, there was also 

a special bike rack dedication at 

Zoellner plaza at the steps to 

Rauch Business Center. Inside 

Zoellner, Lehigh's own environ-

mentally aware groups distrib-

uted information about impor-

tant eco-friendly initiatives hap-

pening on campus.  Dining Services and ZAC worked with the groups to make 

the event as green as possible by handing out reusable shopping bags and of-

fering fair-trade/organic coffee. 

http://www.lehigh.edu/%7Einbus/ecog.shtml


Learn more about LEAG 

Who is a member of LEAG? 

LEAG members are appointed by President 

Gast. Current members of LEAG include: 

• Sudhakar Neti, co-chair and professor of 

Mechanical Engineering and Mechanics 

• Peggy Plympton, co-chair and vice president 

for Finance and Administration 

• Dork Sahagian, director of the Environ-

mental Initiative and professor of Earth and 

Environmental Sciences  

• Breena Holland, assistant professor of Politi-

cal Science and the Environmental Initiative 

• Anthony Corallo, associate vice president of 

Facilities Services and Campus Planning 

• Sharon Basso, associate vice provost and 

dean of students 

• Hilary Lewis, ô11  

• Alice Kodama, ô09 

• Jason Slipp, graduate student, Environ-

mental Policy Design 

• Robert Yuhasz, assistant director, Facilities 

Services, staff support 

• Michele Vella, Graduate Assistant, staff sup-

port 

Whatõs the difference between LEAG and other 

campus environmental groups? 

At Lehigh, there are a number of environmental entities including LEAG, the 

Environmental Coalition (ECo) and the Environmental Initiative (EI). Think of 

each one of these organizations as branches of the tree of sustainability for 

Lehigh working together to green the campus.  

The Environmental Coalition (ECo) represents student organizations like 

Green Action, Engineers Without Borders, and The Progressive Student Alli-

ance, and any other student-run organization that list sustainability as a prior-

ity.  ECo is responsible for gathering student interests, and concerns and relay-

ing them to LEAG. 

LEAG provides advice and updates to the president and senior leadership on 

priorities for campus sustainability initiatives. The group recently completed 

its draft for a Climate Commitment, specifically tailored  to the university. 

LEAG often collaborates with Business Services, Facilities and Dining Services 

to achieve common sustainability goals. 

The Environmental Initiative (EI) is a cross-discipline PROGRAM that includes 

academics, research, and outreach. It houses undergraduate and graduate pro-

grams in earth and environmental sciences, policy design, environmental stud-

ies, and environmental engineering.  The EI is also working on a repository of 

sustainability content that can be used across Lehigh's curriculum.  

How can I contact LEAG? 

Any questions, concerns, or ideas regarding campus sustainability can be di-

rected to inleag@lehigh.edu. 

LEAG is also working on a website.  The Lehigh community will be notified as 

soon as the page is live! 

Next Issue Highlights 

Look for next issue of sustainabLehigh in early Spring 2009.  Some stories we 

are working on include: 

News regarding Lehighõs Climate Commitment and 2-Year Plan 

Focus the Nation events 

LVAIC Sustainable Campuses Conference 

Dining Services updates 

Green house at the GreenHouse 

Earth Day activities 

Contest 

LEAG is looking to brand itself.  Think you have 

what it takes to create a recognizable logo and 

brand?  Show us what you got!  Email your ideas to 

inleag@lehigh.edu.  Some guidelines include: 

Should be environmentally/sustainably 

themed 

Should be pertinent to Lehigh 


