Lehigh Crew Remains Undefeated as Team Beats Delaware

Despite cold temperatures and an added chill from a gusting headwind, the Lehigh crew team looked hot as they took on Delaware this past Saturday afternoon at the Lehigh boathouse in Allentown.

The varsity team led the team by example as both the men’s and women’s first varsity boats won their races with open water between them and their respective competitors from Delaware.  Swinging together and rowing strong, Dave Chadwick, Mike McGrath, Mike Zentko, Aaron Czysz, Justin Yurchak, Bill Garehime, Dominik Zurkowski, and Mike Koerner were coxed to their first victory of the season by Eric Matthews.  The men knew the race would be determined by who could persevere the conditions the best.  Using their home-court advantage, they had a game plan to get in the lead and set the pace for the first 800m where the conditions were calmer.  The plan was executed flawlessly as Lehigh quickly jumped out to a two-length lead.  From there, they could watch Delaware struggle to catch up.  Any moves they made were quickly countered.  After the first 800 and a slight bend to starboard in the course, the winds picked up a slowed both boats down.  Lehigh’s lead proved to be too much for Delaware to overcome as the Lehigh crew won by one-length open water.

In the women’s boat, Kristen Acciaioli, Brady Garrity, Helen Roche, Delia Kurry, Kendra Ksiazek, Colleen Furey, Patrice Banks, Katie Stiles and coxswain Michelle McMichael reaffirmed their reputation of both strength and speed to Delaware.  This was the first time the Lehigh women encountered their Dad Vail rivals since that memorable day last May when the Lehigh Novice Women won the National Championship leaving Delaware to shake their heads in second place.  Although Delaware was hungry for revenge, Lehigh reminded them whom they were dealing with and dealt them a crushing defeat winning by over three lengths.

Later on in the day, the stern four of the women’s first varsity boat repeated their success, finishing significantly ahead of Delaware’s varsity women’s four.  The men’s varsity four, (coxswain Jackie Griffin, stroke Eric Sinclair, 3- David Dick, 2-Matt Kampner, and bow Go Kokabu) consisting entirely of novice, also stepped up and won against two of Delaware’s varsity men’s fours.  

The first Novice men’s boat, including Nick Bykowski, Adam Haskin, Mike Purcell, Nate Martain, Alwyn Alex, John Schwartz, Tim Champagne, and Boaz Nur and coxswain Jackie Griffin, also enjoyed their first victory of the season as an eight against Delaware this weekend.  Afterward, Jackie also received her first-ever baptism by the Lehigh River, courtesy of the rowers in her boat.

The Lehigh Crew team continues their season continues this week as they take on St. Joe’s and LaSalle in Philadelphia, on the Schuylkill River, this Friday.

RESULTS:

Men’s Novice 8

1st-Lehigh

2nd-Delaware

Men’s 2nd Novice 8

1st-Delaware

2nd-Lehigh NLtwt

Women’s Varsity 8

1st-Lehigh

2nd-Delaware

Women’s 2nd Varsity 8

1st-Delaware 2nd 8

3rd-Lehigh

2nd-Delaware varsity Lightweight 8

Men’s Varsity 4

1st-Lehigh

2nd-Delaware

Women’s novice 8

1st-Delaware 

2nd-Lehigh A

3rd-Lehigh B

Men’s 2nd Varsity 8

1st-Delaware 

2nd-Lehigh

Men’s Varsity 8

1st-Lehigh

2nd-Delaware

Women’s lightweight varsity 4

1st-Delaware

2nd-Lehigh 

Women’s open varsity 4

1st-Lehigh 

2nd-Delaware

