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The Mountain Hawks started off their spring season with some convincing wins over Pennsylvania State University and Virginia Polytechnical Institute and State University this weekend, losing only three races on the first day and sweeping all the events on Sunday.


Due to dangerous conditions, the Bucknell Invitational that was scheduled to be Lehigh’s first race was canceled at the last minute. Head coach Paul Savell invited all of the schools that were planning on attending Bucknell to come to Lehigh’s boathouse in  Allentown to race. Penn State and Virginia Tech accepted the challenge, with Penn State to race on Saturday and Virginia Tech to race on Sunday.     


Saturday’s racing began with open-water wins for all but one of Lehigh’s freshman/novice crews. The first novice women’s four of coxswain Sabrina Terrizzi, ’04, Alishia Mantovi, ’04, Katie Stiles, ’04, Lindsay Trinkle, ’04 and Alison Bisbano, ’04 took the win over Lehigh’s second novice women’s four by 39 seconds and Penn State by 55 seconds.  


  Lehigh’s first novice men’s four of coxswain Jake Francis, ’04, Trip Barrow, ’04, Aaron Czysz, ’04, Nate Birky, ’03 and Mike Carbonetta, ’04 beat Penn State by 19 seconds and Lehigh’s second boat by 23 seconds.


Lehigh’s novice eights performed just as well, with the Mountain Hawks novice women’s eight of coxswain Sabrina Terrizzi, Kristen Acciaioli, ’03, Colleen Furey, ’04, Jen Hamilton, ’04, Rachelle Francis, ’04, Helen Roche, ’04, Brady Garrity, ’04, Patrice Banks, ’04, Katie Stiles winning by 23 seconds and the men’s first novice eight of coxswain Jake Francis, Trip Barrow, Aaron Czysz, Nate Birky, Mike Carbonetta, Dave Newcomer, ’04, Tuck Seid, ’04, Jason Chin, ’04, Munroe Sollog, ’04 winning over Penn State by 29 seconds and Lehigh’s second boat by 31 seconds.


The only novice loss of the day came in the novice men’s lightweight four, when after a collision in last 300 meters of the race, Lehigh’s crew of coxswain Mike Zurat, ’04, Dan Raiser, ’04, Munroe Sollog, Greg Matthews, ‘03 and Frank Cremen, ’03 were unable to to rally quick enough, losing by only .3 seconds.


The varsity women brought home two wins for Lehigh, with the varsity lightweight four of coxswain Kim Tucker, ’02, Megan Lee, ’02, Kiki Wayne, ’02, Elisabeth Kuebler, ’03 and Claire Dean, ’03 and the women’s varsity four of coxswain Kim Tucker, Megan Lee, Delia Kurry, ’03, Kendra Ksiazek, ’03 and Kiki Wayne winning by 12 seconds and 13 seconds respectively.


The varsity men did not fare as well, losing both the lightweight four and open four. The men sought redemption in the varsity eight though, beating the Nittany Lions by 11 seconds with the crew of coxswain Eric Matthews, ’01, Dave Chadwick, ’02, Dan Schwarz, ’01, Mike Koerner, ’03, Matt Haynes, ’01, Neil Welch, ’01, Mike McGrath, ‘03 Nick Mathers, ’01 and Dan Tapyrik, ’02.


Sunday against Virginia Tech proved even more successful for Lehigh with Mountain Hawk crews winning every race.  Most crews rowed with the same line-ups, with the exception of a few substitutions. 

The sweep began with the women’s varsity lightweight four winning by 15 seconds. The men’s second novice eight of coxswain Mike Zurat, Dan Raiser, Munroe Sollog, Geoff Kerr, ’04, Bill Garchine, ’02, Franks Cremen, Dave Yuan, ’01, Greg Matthews and Adam Spivack, ’03 winning by 2.8 seconds, the closest margin of the day. The men’s first novice eight, with freshman Justin Yurchak in for Monroe Sollog won by 5 seconds. The women’s first novice eight won by the greatest distance of the day, beating the Hokies by 35 seconds.


The varsity team put their stamp on the day, with the quickly formed varsity women’s eight of coxswain Kim Tucker, Megan Lee, Delia Kurry, Kendra Ksiazek, Brady Garrity, Helen Roche, Kiki Wayne, Elisabeth Kuebler and Claire Dean winning by 30 seconds. The men’s varsity eight found some tight competition with Tech early in the race, but broke them at the half way mark, winning by 4.1 seconds.  


Lehigh travels next to Camden, NJ for the Knecht Cup hosted by Villanova, where the Mountain Hawks will face nationally ranked crews such as Princton, Temple and St. Joe’s. 






