Third Year Paper
As a condition for advancement to candidacy, a student must submit a paper suitable for publication in a scholarly journal. This requirement gives training in the integration of theoretical and econometric tools and ensures that students become familiar at an early stage with research practice. 

After the end of the second year, all doctoral students face the following requirements, whether or not they have completed the core requirements. 

Interim Advisor: By the end of the second year, students must obtain an interim advisor whom they shall retain until candidacy (when the interim advisor either becomes or is replaced by the student's dissertation advisor). It is the responsibility of the student, with the help of the graduate advisor, to find an interim advisor. Students are urged to approach faculty they are interested in early, as a faculty member with an already heavy advising load is not expected to take on further students. Students may change interim advisors at any time provided they have found a replacement. However, change of advisor will not be acceptable as an excuse for failure to complete any of the following requirements on time unless explicitly approved by the graduate director. 

The Third-Year Paper Requirements 

Third-Year Original Paper: Each student must complete a paper consisting of original research in a topic discussed with and approved by the interim advisor. Previously written original papers may be used as the basis for this paper if approved. However, since the standards will be higher than, say, for second-year empirical papers, substantial improvement will be expected in such cases. The paper may be in any area, and the ideas explored in it will often be the genesis of at least one paper in the thesis, but may be a self-contained paper that is unrelated to the dissertation.
The paper should be written in a professional style and format. Students are advised to read published articles on empirical topics, paying close attention to how articles are organized, how data are described, and how results are presented. The format of the paper should be consistent with standards commonly used in economics. Students submit one copy to their advisor and one copy to the Graduate Programs Coordinator. The PhD director will assign a faculty member to be the second reader of the paper. 

If the paper is submitted by the due date and either reader feels that it is unsatisfactory, the student will be able to revise the paper and resubmit it for re-evaluation. If a paper is submitted late, the department does not guarantee that the readers will evaluate and return comments to the student in time for the paper to be revised, should it be judged unsatisfactory. A student failing to meet these requirements will be placed on academic probation and required to submit a satisfactory paper in the summer.

Third-Year Original Presentation: Each student must present a scheduled workshop based on his or her third-year original paper. Although this presentation may be made before the paper is complete, it must consist of an essentially complete discussion of the topic and results of the paper. Students are responsible for scheduling their own presentations and should sign up early in the term for a scheduled time.

