PERSPECTIVES 2006 BIOGRAPHIES

Meghan K. Berkenstock graduated with high honors from Lehigh University in May 2006 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in history. She is a Dean’s Scholar, a member of the Roy C. Eckardt College Scholars Program, Phi Eta Sigma National Honor Society, and Phi Alpha Theta Historical Honor Society. She was awarded departmental honors and the George B. Harmon Prize for Excellence in Historical Undergraduate Coursework. While at Lehigh she was a Resident Advisor, a Peer Tutor, and secretary and president of the Lehigh Student Medical Society. In 2004, Meghan was crowned Miss Pennsylvania Slovak Heritage Queen and competed in the Miss Czech-Slovak USA pageant. Meghan is currently pursuing a second Bachelor’s degree in behavioral neuroscience while applying to medical school.

Christopher Cooper graduated with high honors from Lehigh University in 2006 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in economics and international relations.  While at Lehigh, he worked for the Global Union and assisted them in bringing the Iraqi Ambassador to the United Nations to speak on campus.  He served as the President of Sigma Chi Fraternity and as Student Vice President of Phi Beta Delta international honor society.  Chris was also a Dean’s Scholar and a member of Phi Eta Sigma honor society.  During his junior year, he was selected as a finalist for a Rotary International Ambassadorial Scholarship.  As a member of Sigma Chi fraternity, he also participated in several philanthropic activities, including fundraisers for the Children’s Miracle Network and Juvenile Arthritis.  Chris is currently preparing to travel to China, where he will teach English for several months.  

Reid Gronostajski majored in both behavioral neuroscience and religion studies.  He was student co-director of the Sexual Health Peer Educators as well as a member of Lehigh University EMS.  He completed an Eckardt College Scholar thesis on Carl Jung and Mircea Eliade, for which he was awarded the George B. Lemmon Prize for outstanding thesis work.  He plans to attend the University of Medicine and Dentistry in New Jersey in the fall of 2006, ultimately attain an MS in physician assistant studies.
Andrew John graduated with highest honors from Lehigh University in 2006 with a B.A. in economics and international relations.  He was the Co-Vice President of the Economics Society.  He received the Richard H. Johnson Prize for outstanding performance in the study of economics by an undergraduate student in 2005 and the Aurie N. Dunlap Award to the outstanding senior majoring in international relations in 2006.  As a Presidential Scholar, Andrew now seeks his Master’s Degree in economics from Lehigh University.

Adam D. Kornfield graduated with highest honors from Lehigh University in May 2005 with a B.S. in the Integrated Business and Engineering (IBE) Honors Program.  He advanced his studies by staying at Lehigh and earning an M.S. in computer engineering in May 2006.  He was a member of the Tau Beta Pi and Order of Omega honor societies, a recipient of the Leonard Pool Prize for Entrepreneurial Achievement and the General Motors Sullivan Fellowship, and winner of four IBE Top Scholar Awards.  During his time at Lehigh, Adam won a business plan competition to develop an electronic friendship bracelet, chaired the 15th annual Good Scholar Election to benefit cancer research, studied abroad in Hong Kong, and was a member of the Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity.   He is currently navigating the jungle that is New York’s financial industry.

Sara Lupson graduated with high honors from Lehigh University in May 2006 with a Bachelor of Science degree in civil engineering. While at Lehigh, she was inducted theinto Tau Beta Pi and Chi Epsilon honor societies and participated as a member of ASCE. She was a Dean’s Scholar as well as recipient of the Baker Gifted Arts Scholarship in Instrumental Music. Sara is currently pursuing a Bachelor of Arts degree in music performance at Lehigh University as a Presidential Scholar.

Soo Hooi Oh graduated with highest honors from Lehigh University in 2006 with a B.A. in Music Composition. She was also in the Integrated Business and Engineering (IBE) Honors program with a concentration in Electrical Engineering. Soo, a recipient of the Joseph C. Gabuzda Memorial Prize for outstanding academic achievement, the Elisha P. Wilbur Scholarship Prize for best scholastic average, and winner of six IBE Top Scholar Awards, was also inducted into Phi Beta Delta Honor Society for international students and the National Society of Collegiate Scholars. While at Lehigh, she was a member of the IBE Council, an international ambassador in the Office of Admissions and an active musician in Lehigh University’s Music Department. She played the flute in a piano trio chamber group which she founded. She also played the flute and piano with the University’s Philharmonic Orchestra. As a Presidential Scholar, Soo is pursuing her B.S. in Electrical Engineering and B.S. in IBE.

Amy R. Rikoon graduated with highest honors from Lehigh University in January 2006 with a B.A. degree in psychology and minors in history and religion.  She received departmental honors in psychology and won the Donald T. Campbell Social Science Research Prize for her honors thesis analyzing the relationship between personal narrative memories and well-being in young adults.  She was awarded a Williams Senior Writing Prize for her paper that explains how people’s cultural environments influence their personal identities.  Amy was inducted into the Phi Beta Kappa and Phi Eta Sigma national honor societies as well as Psi Chi, the national honor society of psychology.  Throughout college she volunteered as a sexual health peer educator and as a sexual violence peer educator.  After Lehigh she is pursuing non-profit work in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Aneesh Varma graduated from Lehigh University in 2006 with dual B.S. degrees in Information Systems Engineering and in Finance. During his time at Lehigh, Aneesh was also involved with the honors leadership program. He is a member of Tau Beta Pi engineering honor society, Beta Gamma Sigma and, Phi Beta Delta. He is a recipient of the Student Life Leadership Award and the Multicultural Award. On campus he was involved with several multi-cultural initiatives, notably as the president of the Indian Students Association. He recently co-founded the Lehigh Young Alumni Wall Street Council to facilitate recruitment and networking. He is multi-lingual in English, Hindi, and Japanese and is learning Spanish. He is currently working as an investment banking analyst at JPMorgan in New York.

