
LEHIGH UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
RESEARCH AND GRADUATE PROGRAMS			   FACT SHEET

DEPARTMENT	 	 DEGREES						      PHONE
Biological Sciences	 Integrative Biology	 Ph.D.	 610-758-3681
	 Molecular Biology  	 Ph.D
	 Biochemistry	 Ph.D.

Chemistry	 Chemistry 	 M.S., Ph.D.	 610-758-3471
	
Earth & Environmental Sciences	 M.S., Ph.D.	 610-758-3660
English		  M.A., Ph.D.	 610-758-3311
History		  M.A., Ph.D.	 610-758-3360
Mathematics	 Mathematics	 M.S., Ph.D.	 610-758-3731
	 Statistics	 M.S.			 

Physics		  M.S., Ph.D.	 610-758-3930
Political Science		  M.A.	 610-758-3340
Psychology		  M.S., Ph.D.	 610-758-3630
Sociology & Anthropology	 Sociology 	 M.A.	 610-758-3810

INTERDISCIPLINARY PROGRAMS

American Studies		  M.A.	 610-758-3360
Analytical Finance		  M.S 	 610-758-3731 
Environmental Policy Design		  M.A.	 610-758-6380
Photonics		  M.S.	 610-758-3960
Polymers Science and Engineering	 M.S., Ph.D.	 610-758-3857

CHECKLIST FOR APPLICANTS
Use this checklist to guarantee that you have gathered and sent the required materials.  Only complete 		
applications will be considered for regular admission.  Obtain information from specific departments for any additional 
requirements.  Details about these items are found elsewhere in this packet.

•	 Application for Admission to Graduate Studies
•	 Application Fee
•	 Application for Financial Aid
•	 Financial Guarantee (international applicants only)
•	 Transcripts
•	 Letters of Recommendation
•	 Test Scores
•	 Proof of Language Proficiency (international applicants only)

POLICY OF EQUALITY
It is the policy of Lehigh University to provide equal opportunity on the basis of merit and without discrimination 
because of race, color, religion, sex, age, national origin, citizenship status, handicap or veteran status.

Research and Graduate Programs Office 
9 West Packer Avenue
Bethlehem, PA 18015-3075
Phone: 610-758-4280
Fax: 610-758-6232
Email: incas@lehigh.edu

http://cas.lehigh.edu/grad 

College of Arts and Sciences
Graduate Application

INFORMATION FOR APPLICANTS:  This packet requires the applicant to collect all supporting documents and submit 
them with the application form to the Research and Graduate Programs Office.

All application materials must be sent to the Research and Graduate Programs Office, Lehigh University, 9 W. Packer 
Avenue, Bethlehem, PA  18015-3075.  It is the applicant’s responsibility to verify that all application materials have 
been received by the Research and Graduate Programs office.  Telephone:  (610) 758-4280; Fax (610) 758-6232; Internet:  
incas@lehigh.edu.

Admission: 	  

Regular or 
Associate Status:

Any graduate of an accredited college or university may be considered for admission to Lehigh 
University’s College of Arts and Sciences graduate programs.  The admissions decision usually 
rests with a specific department or program and stands for one year following the first semester for 
which admission was offered.  If more than one year elapses, the department reserves the right to 
reconsider its offer.

Only students admitted as regular graduate students are candidates for advanced degrees.   Except 
for qualified Lehigh undergraduates, only those who have been notified officially by the Research 
and Graduate Programs Office may register for graduate courses.
 Associate status may be offered to applicants who fail to qualify for regular status.  Only associate 
status will be considered for applications made between the end of the regular admission period 
and first day of classes.  Applicants for associate status may submit unofficial rather than official 
transcripts, and letters of recommendation are not required at that time.  The Registrar will require 
an official transcript before grades are released.  Associate graduate students may petition for regular 
student status after a probationary period and all application materials have been submitted.

Application for Admission to Graduate Programs.  All applicants must submit the completed 
application.

Application Fee.  No application will be considered unless accompanied by a non-refundable $75 
application fee.  Please make check or money order payable to Lehigh Unviersity.

Application for Financial Aid.  Applicants interested in financial aid should complete the form 
and return it along with other admission materials by January 15.  Fellowships, scholarships, and 
departmental assistantships are awarded in conjunction with the admission process; applicants who 
are applying for financial aid are considered for all forms of support for which they are eligible.

Transcripts.  Applicants should request that the registrar of each college or university attended provide 
official transcripts, and if possible include them with the application packet.  For work in progress, 
a final transcript must be submitted at the end of the term.  A transcript request form is enclosed, it 
may be photocopied if transcripts from more than one institution are needed.  If institutional policies 
require submission of official transcripts directly to Lehigh University, they should be sent to the 
College of Art & Sciences, Research and Graduate Programs Office, 9 W. Packer Avenue, Bethlehem, 
PA  18015-3075.

Two Letters of Recommendation.  Two recommendation forms are enclosed for use by individuals 
qualified to evaluate the applicant’s academic achievements and potential for graduate studies.  Forms 
may be photocopied.  Recommendations from professors are preferred, but letters from employers, 
supervisors, or professional associates are accepted.  Recommenders are asked to return their letters 
directly to the applicant.  (Instructions are provided on the recommendation form.)  Recommenders 
also may mail the completed forms directly to the Research and Graduate Programs Office at the 
College of Arts and Sciences.

Test Scores.  Applicants should inquire of the department coordinator which tests are required.  All 
scores, such as GRE, GMAT, and MAT, should be submitted to the Research and Graduate Programs 
Office.  If original test scores cannot be provided, notarized copies are required.



Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) regulations require that when an applicant has 
received an offer of admission, that proof of English language proficiency has been submitted, and 
that the applicant has established adequate financial responsibility before immigration documents 
can be issued to the applicant.  Lehigh University policy requires submission of original financial 
support documents which show one full year of living expenses, tuition, and health insurance for 
students and, when appropriate, for accompanying family members.  With the exception of teaching 
or research assistantships, international students should not plan on other employment as a source 
of support.  Students from countries with restriction on the exchange and release of funds for study 
in the United States are required to submit approval forms for the release of such funds.

Questions regarding immigration matters should be directed to:  Immigration Specialist, Office 
of International Students and Scholars, Lehigh University, Coxe Lab, 32 Sayre Drive, Bethlehem, 
PA   18015-3123.  Telephone 610-758-4589; Fax 610-758-5156; Email:  inintl@lehigh.edu.

Visa.  The following items are required before immigration documents can be issued:  original or 
notarized financial guarantee within the last six months; original TOEFL and TSE scores.

Admission.  International applicants must hold an American bachelor’s degree or equivalent 
foreign degree requiring a total of at least 16 years of primary, secondary, and university education.  
Applicants must submit all documents required for regular graduate student status.  These include:

Application for Admission.  International applicants who reside abroad may apply for regular 
admission status only, associate admission status is reserved for in-country applicants.

Application Fee.  Make check or money order for $75 payable to Lehigh University.

Application for Financial Aid.  Required only if aid is requested.

Two Letters of Recommendation.  Same as for U.S. applicants.

Test Scores.  i.e.:  TOEFL, TSE, GRE, and GRE subject test, as required.

Transcripts.  Applicants must submit official academic transcripts or grade sheets as well as official 
copies of degrees awarded which have been validated by a school registrar or other official.  Unless 
prohibited by college or university policy, official documents from institutions should be assembled 
by the applicant and included with other application materials.  Documents should be issued in the 
original language with an official English translation attached.

Proof of English Language Proficiency.  All international applicants whose native language is 
not English must submit a Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) score for admission 
consideration.  Score minimums for the College of Arts and Sciences are as follows:
Internet Based TOEFL (iBT)
	 Writing – 25; Speaking – 24; Reading – 21; Listening – 15 (Composite = 85)
	 TA/GA positions require a minimum score of Speaking – 28, Listening – 20
Many departments in the College require higher minimum scores.  Please contact the department 
to which you’re applying for admission to ask about their iBT minimums.
	 Computer Based TOEFL (CBT) – 213
	 Paper Based TOEFL – 550
Test results cannot be more than two years old at the time you apply to your program.  We must 
receive an official report of the scores directly from the Educational Testing Service (institution 
code 2365).  If you have completed a baccalaureate degree in the United States, United King-
dom, Australia or Canada, you may be exempt from the TOEFL exam.  You are not exempt if the 
language of instruction is English in a non-English speaking country or if you have lived in an 
English speaking country for several years.  For further information on the TOEFL exam, please 
visit www.toefl.org.

Lehigh University’s Institutional code is 2365.

Additional 
Information for 
International 
Applicants

TO THE APPLICANT:
Please retain these outside pages of your graduate application kit for reference.

fact sheet

TUITION AND FEES
(Tuition costs and fees change annually)

One-Time fees
	 Application fee 	 $75
	 (non-refundable, cannot be waived)
	 Late Registration fee	 $100
Returned Check Fee	 $35
Replacement ID	 $15
Processing Fees
	 Masters Thesis	 $60
	 Doctoral Dissertation	 $90
Parking Fee varies from	 $25-$100 

Optional fees per semester/academic year
	 Student Health Insurance	

annual  $1075
fall only    $482

	 (average Annual)	
(optional for US students, mandatory for international 

students)

Tutition – per semester  
	 Full-time student 	              $1150/credit
	 (9 credits or above) 
	 Part-time student      	              $1150/credit
	 (below 9 credits)

Tuition – Summer Session
	 All students		  $1150/credit
	 Auditors		  $1150/credit

Maintenance of Candidacy
	 Masters		 $1150/credit
	 Doctoral		  $1150/credit

Refund Schedule

Tuition refunds.  A student in good standing 
who formally withdraws from a course during 
the first eight weeks of the semester is eligible for 
a tuition refund.  The refund schedule for student 
withdrawals and course adjustments is as follows:

              If the withdrawal occurs	 Refund
	 First five days of classes	    100%
	 Sixth day of class	 94%
The date used to calculate refunds is based on when 
a properly authorized withdrawal or drop/add is 
received by the Registrar’s Office.

Students should note that the first calendar week 
begins with the first day of classes at the university.

On-campus Housing
	 Efficiency apartment	 $495/month
	 One-bedroom apartment      		$580/month
	 Two-bedroom apartment      		$630/month
	 Three-bedroom apartment   	$655/month

Communications.  Telephone and network 
service is available on campus in offices, public 
sites, and graduate student apartments.  There is no 
charge for installation of telephones in apartments; 
however, monthly service charges for telephones will 
be assessed.  Call the Office of Telecommunications 
at (610) 758-5006.  All students can gain access to the 
campus-wide computing network by presenting a 
valid student ID card at the E.W. Fairchild Computing 
Center, 8B E. Packer Avenue.

Deadlines

Application for admission
	 Regular student status:
	  	 Fall Semester		  July 15
		  Spring Semester            December 1
		  Summer Session	 April 30
             Associate student status:
		  One week prior to start of classes
Graduate Registration
	 First day of classes of each term
	 (see academic calendar in catalog)

Application for financial aid	 January 15

(Please note:  First consideration for financial aid 
will be given to applications as they are received. 
After the deadline, applications may be considered 
for admission, but financial aid may no longer be 
available. Applicants who are requesting financial aid 
are advised to apply promptly when their application 
materials are ready.)

Note: Some departments may have earlier deadlines 
or accept applications only once a year for the 
fall semester.  Applicants should inquire with the 
department to which they are applying.
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LEHIGH UNIVERSITY
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College of Arts and Sciences
Graduate Application

INFORMATION FOR APPLICANTS:  This packet requires the applicant to collect all supporting documents and submit 
them with the application form to the Research and Graduate Programs Office.

All application materials must be sent to the Research and Graduate Programs Office, Lehigh University, 9 W. Packer 
Avenue, Bethlehem, PA  18015-3075.  It is the applicant’s responsibility to verify that all application materials have 
been received by the Research and Graduate Programs office.  Telephone:  (610) 758-4280; Fax (610) 758-6232; Internet:  
incas@lehigh.edu.

Admission: 	  

Regular or 
Associate Status:

Any graduate of an accredited college or university may be considered for admission to Lehigh 
University’s College of Arts and Sciences graduate programs.  The admissions decision usually 
rests with a specific department or program and stands for one year following the first semester for 
which admission was offered.  If more than one year elapses, the department reserves the right to 
reconsider its offer.

Only students admitted as regular graduate students are candidates for advanced degrees.   Except 
for qualified Lehigh undergraduates, only those who have been notified officially by the Research 
and Graduate Programs Office may register for graduate courses.
 Associate status may be offered to applicants who fail to qualify for regular status.  Only associate 
status will be considered for applications made between the end of the regular admission period 
and first day of classes.  Applicants for associate status may submit unofficial rather than official 
transcripts, and letters of recommendation are not required at that time.  The Registrar will require 
an official transcript before grades are released.  Associate graduate students may petition for regular 
student status after a probationary period and all application materials have been submitted.

Application for Admission to Graduate Programs.  All applicants must submit the completed 
application.

Application Fee.  No application will be considered unless accompanied by a non-refundable $75 
application fee.  Please make check or money order payable to Lehigh Unviersity.

Application for Financial Aid.  Applicants interested in financial aid should complete the form 
and return it along with other admission materials by January 15.  Fellowships, scholarships, and 
departmental assistantships are awarded in conjunction with the admission process; applicants who 
are applying for financial aid are considered for all forms of support for which they are eligible.

Transcripts.  Applicants should request that the registrar of each college or university attended provide 
official transcripts, and if possible include them with the application packet.  For work in progress, 
a final transcript must be submitted at the end of the term.  A transcript request form is enclosed, it 
may be photocopied if transcripts from more than one institution are needed.  If institutional policies 
require submission of official transcripts directly to Lehigh University, they should be sent to the 
College of Art & Sciences, Research and Graduate Programs Office, 9 W. Packer Avenue, Bethlehem, 
PA  18015-3075.

Two Letters of Recommendation.  Two recommendation forms are enclosed for use by individuals 
qualified to evaluate the applicant’s academic achievements and potential for graduate studies.  Forms 
may be photocopied.  Recommendations from professors are preferred, but letters from employers, 
supervisors, or professional associates are accepted.  Recommenders are asked to return their letters 
directly to the applicant.  (Instructions are provided on the recommendation form.)  Recommenders 
also may mail the completed forms directly to the Research and Graduate Programs Office at the 
College of Arts and Sciences.

Test Scores.  Applicants should inquire of the department coordinator which tests are required.  All 
scores, such as GRE, GMAT, and MAT, should be submitted to the Research and Graduate Programs 
Office.  If original test scores cannot be provided, notarized copies are required.







TO THE APPLICANT: Address envelopes to yourself. Be sure to give both the form and envelope to each recommender. 
The returned, sealed envelopes should be sent to Lehigh University along with your completed application packet.

Name of Applicant_______________________________________________________________________________________________________	
			   Last (family)					     First				    Middle

Current Address_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Graduate Field of Study__________________________________________________  Degree Sought__________________________________	

WAIVER: Under present federal law, an enrolled or former student has, with certain exceptions, access to all educational records 
in his or her permanent file. The Admission Committee has decided to give the applicant the choice of waiving this right. 
If you wish to waive the right to examine this evaluation at a later date, please sign below, it will then be taken in confidence. If left 
unsigned, you will have access to this evaluation upon enrollment. In no way will this decision affect consideration of your application.

Signature of applicant ______________________________________________________________________  Date_______________________

TO THE RECOMMENDER: The person whose name appears above, is applying for admission to a graduate program in the Lehigh 
University College of Arts & Sciences. This form is provided for your convenience. Please complete it and return directly to the stu-
dent as soon as possible. The student’s application cannot be reviewed until your completed recommendation form has been received. 
An evaluation such as this can be withheld from the student only if the student has signed the above waiver statement. If your policy 
requires, you may mail your letter of recommendation directly to Lehigh University. If you do not know this student well enough to 
complete this form, please feel free to say so; such frankness will not prejudice the applicant’s chance of admission.

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE RECOMMENDER: (please print)

Name of person who is recommending student______________________________________________________________________________

Position / Title__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Organization____________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Address________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone (	 ) ____________________________________	

How long have you known the applicant? _________years    _______months

Under what circumstances have you known the applicant?____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Relate any experiences that indicate the applicant’s level of creativity, motivation and initiative.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION

To:	 College of Arts & Sciecnes
	 Research and Graduate Programs Office
	 Lehigh University
	 9 W. Packer Avenue
	 Bethlehem, PA 18015-3075



Name of Applicant_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Rate the applicant in the follwing areas:

Intellectual Ability

Breadth of Knowledge

Quantitative Ability

Maturity

Interpersonal Skills

Writing Skills

Organizational Ability

Overall evaluation of student’s ability to handle a graduate program:

	 Recommended without reservation. ____________________

	 Recommended with reservation. ______________________

	 Not recommended. (Please state why.) _____________________________________________________________________________	

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature of recommender___________________________________________________________Date_________________________________

Please use space provided or attach a letter for additional comments.

Please return your recommendation in the envelope provided after sealing and signing your name on the flap.

Thank you for your assistance.

Outstanding
(Top 2%)

Excellent
(Top 10%)

Good
(Top 35%)

Fair
(Top 50%)

Weak
(Lower 50%)

Unable to judge



College of Arts and Sciences
Research & Graduate Programs Office
Lehigh University 
9 W. Packer Avenue
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 18015-3075

Please print or type.

All applicants must submit official transcripts.  The official transcript indicating the degree and date conferred must be in 
a sealed envelope.  Send the completed request form and the enclosed envelope to the Registrar at the appropriate institu-
tion.  (If you have attended more than one college or university, undergraduate or graduate, you should photocopy this 
form.)  To avoid delays, check the institution’s policy regarding fees for official transcripts.

Name

If transcript was issued with a former or different name, please write that name here

Address

Name of Institution

Dates of Enrollment: From								        To

Degree Conferred: (if applicable)

I hereby authorize the release of my transcripts (s) to the Graduate Programs Office, College of Arts and Sciences, Lehigh 
University.

Signature of Applicant									         Date

TO THE REGISTRAR:  The above person requests that a transcript of his or her academic record be released to the 
Graduate Programs Office, College of Arts & Sciences, Lehigh University.  Please enclose this form with an official 
transcript in a sealed and signed envelope.  Return the envelope to the applicant so that it can be included in his/her 
application.

Thank you for your cooperation.

College of Arts and Sciences
Research & Graduate Programs Office
Lehigh University
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 18015-3075

		  Last (family)					     First				    Middle

transcript request



	 College of Arts and Sciences
	 Research and Graduate Programs Office
	 Lehigh University
	 9 W. Packer Avenue
	 Bethlehem, PA 18015-3075

Complete this section only if you are applying for financial aid.	  Social Security Number

Name

Current Mailing Address							       Telephone (      )

City					     State		  Zip Code		  Country

Full-time							       Part-time

Department to which you are applying

Citizenship:  U.S.		  Permanent Resident		  Other			   Country

INSTRUCTIONS:  This information is required of all applicants who wish to be considered for financial aid from Lehigh 
University.  All future inquiries regarding assistance should be directed to the department to which you are applying.  
Applications and inquiries for federal or state financial aid (grants, loans) should be directed to the Financial Aid Office.

FINANCIAL AID:  Financial aid is ordinarily available only for regular, full-time graduate students.  Please refer to the 
other side of this page for information on financial aid available.  Type of aid desired:
		  Fellowship
		  Scholarship
		  Teaching Assistantship
		  Graduate Assistantship
		  Research Assistantship
	
INTERNATIONAL APPLICANTS FINANCIAL AID WORKSHEET (submit with application)
(Tuition and fees change annually)

	 Approximate Expenses

	 Tuition (academic year)			  $ 20,700
	 Books, supplies, fees			   $   1,500
	 Health Insurance (student only)		 $   1,075
	 Twelve-month living expenses		  $ 12,000
	 (estimated $1,000/month)

		
	 Dependents

	 $400 additional per month/spouse		
	 $350 additional per month/per child	
	 Other

	 TOTAL				               $	

	I certify that the above information is accurate and complete.  I also understand that misrepresentation may be cause for 
denial of financial aid.

Signature of Applicant									         Date
		
		

		  Approximate Financial Support (in U.S. Dollars)
	 	 U.S. Government 			 
		  Personal Funds			 
		  Support from Family			       
		  Applicant’s Government
		  Lehigh University
		  Other

 
		  TOTAL				               $

Application for financial aid

		  Last (family)					     First				    Middle



LEHIGH UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
RESEARCH and GRADUATE PROGRAMS

FINANCIAL AID
Financial aid for graduate students can be either academic or non-academic.  Teaching assistantships, research assistant-
ships, graduate assistantships, fellowships, and scholarships are academic awards made by the individual academic de-
partments or by the dean of the college.  Non-academic awards are graduate assistantships unrelated to a particular area 
of study, or loans and work-study employment.

ACADEMIC FINANCIAL AID:  Applications for fellowships, scholarships, research assistantships, teaching assistant-
ships, and graduate assistantships to begin in the fall term must be filed no later than January 15.   In addition to their sti-
pends, graduate students holding half-time teaching appointments will receive a tuition award.  Fellowship holders also 
receive a tuition award plus a stipend.  Scholarship recipients are awarded tuition.  Research assistants generally receive a 
stipend and a tuition award.

NON-ACADEMIC AWARDS, LOANS, AND WORK-STUDY AWARDS:  Graduate students may apply directly to ad-
ministrative offices for graduate assistantships unrelated to their areas of study.  Students may apply for National Direct 
Student Loans (NDSL), Lehigh University Tuition Loans (UTL), and College Work-Study (CWS) through the Office of Fi-
nancial Aid.  These aid sources are awarded on the basis of financial need as determined by the Financial Aid Form (FAF).

For additional sources of aid, contact the Office of Financial Aid

218 W. Packer Avenue
Bethlehem, PA 18015-1588
Phone: 610-758-3181
FAX: 610-758-6211
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