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Introduction

The purpose of this paper is to provide a comprehensive AOOA OOI AT O

economic and social progress since the mid 20t century. This assessment will show
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that the country has failed to progress economically, as evidenced most clearly by
stagnation in the real Gross Domestic Product and continued high unemployment.

(AEOES O AAOOA O1T AEAT EI 1 Oh hatiséperieAding BT AOA
minute development will be illustrated by political instability, low literacy rates,

lack of basic yet essential infrastructure, a spreading HIV problem, infant mortality,

poverty and hunger.

What is Development?

Values Foundation

Human development and improved quality of life is crucial in our definitonof OEA T AOET 1 6 0
development due to a moral foundation that all people have the natural born right to live a healthy
and meaningful life. Without a genuine sense of well-beingand sel-FOAODAAOh ( AEOESO DAT ¢
little motivation to create new opportunities and improve their lives. Economic development

should not be the singular goal but the necessary path to other avenues of social development and

progress.

Theoretical Founda tion

The theoretical foundations in our definition of development include theories of
development such as modernization theory, dependency theory, world systems theory, and state
theory. Although each theory possesses its own set of different and sometimes conflicting
underlying values, each plays a role in determining what development does and does not include.
Modernization theory emphasizes that modernization can be achieved through emulating the
previously followed paths to development by established developed nations. Haiti cannot develop

by simply emulating any developed western nation due to the fact that Haiti has its own unique
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history, geography, culture, and problems. In order to develop, Haiti must devise a specific plan to

address all aspects of its distinctive needs. The relative prosperity of the Dominican Republic

motivates the emulation of the neighboring country. The stark comparison only highlights the

weaknesses in Haiti. Dependency theory explains that as long as the Third World is linked to the

north they could never break free of their dependence and poverty!. Consequently, Haiti depends

on the United States for 80% of its exports and 46.5% of its imports. 2 The perpetual link to western

countries began as early as 1697 when Haiti became a colony of France and dependent on French

economy, policy, and rulers; Haiti did not gain independence until1804. 3 World Systems theory

describes how periphery countries such as Haiti are exploited through the semi-periphery by the

core. The inequality in Haiti which emerges from the unequal distribution of labor and exchange is

caused by a concentration of wealth in the global North. Haiti must find a unique development plan

which can allow the country to act as a self-sustaining system, one which is benefited by outward

OA1 AGETTOh 110 EET AAOAA AU OEAiIi 8 &ETAI 1 Uh 30AO0A 4
instability must be eradicated in order for the country to provide an atmosphere for sustainable

AATTTI EA ¢cOil xOE8 | Z#OAO OEA OOi 01 601 00 AEAOAOI OOEE
early 1970s, the government switched hands multiple times before Jean-Bertrand Aristide was

elected president in 1990. 4 Consequently,smallAAT T T 1 EA Al EOA EAO OOPDPI OOAA

that has made only negligible investments in human resources and basic infrastructure.5

Political Instability in Haiti

One of the main concerns which could prevent the adoption of a given development policy

or could undermine the success of a new policy is the level of government corruption combined

! Rapley p. 28

2 www.cia.gov/library/publicationsiorld-factbook/goes.he.html

3 http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0107612.html

* http://www.giles.34sp.com/biographies/papadoc.html

22NIR .FY1Z Gl FAGAY ¢KS / KFff Sy BSAgua o) 2 SNIIie wSRdzOG A
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with social hostility. In the late 1800s and early 1900s there were twenty two regimes changes

which occurred through violent coups. The constant government replacements make it impossible

to have sustainable policies through regime changes. Even if a developmental policy is adopted by

a particular administration, there is a very high probability that if a coup occurs the new

government will throw out all previously existing policies. The large amount of violence which

accompanies coups prevents the people from having faith in their government and, consequently,

OEAEO ¢i1 OAOT i A1 060 bPil EAEAOS

causing them tentative in playing an active role in government due the lack of transparency. Also,

Haiti is considered one of the most corrupt nations in the world which brings into question how

funds for developmental projects would be handled by the government. The level of corruption

discourages all types of investment which is imperative for growth of the financial sector which is

crucial in achieving sustainability.

Magnitude of regime changes, 1970-2003
(increase indicates more political instahility)
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Our Definition

Haiti 6s political
changes have hindered economic
growth by causing the government to
be incapable of implementing policies
or even lasting long enough to devise
economic policies. The amount of
regime changes in Haiti over the last
few decades were the greatest number

in Latin America and South America;
Argentinat r ai |l ed Hai ti 6s
regime changes slightly with 50
compared to Haitids
changes.
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Development requires an amalgamation of economic growth and social transformation.

Over the last half century Haiti failed to achieve consistent growth rates, make any real gains in

political stability and respond to the dire health and poverty issues plaguing the country or improve

literacy rates. Development should include sustained macro and micro economic levels to develop

current economic growth trends such as Gross Domestic Product and Gross Domestic Product per

capita.

In order for Haiti to develop, widespread income inequality and a persistent urban bias

must be addressed. Under our definition, true development will only begin occur when all members

of a society experience an increased standard of living. Therefore, a singular focus on economics

which ignores social development is not a complete development plan. Investment in all levels of

education, public health programs, and sound infrastructure are essential to an improved country

when combined with economic growth. The definition of development evolves from the underlying

principles of the two foundations, values and theory, which provide the framework for a complete

development plan.

Comparisons

Throughout our paper we will
OOA OEA s$Ti
only neighbor on the island of
Hispaniola, as a reference of
comparable study. Despite sharing the

same basic geographic characteristics

74° 72% 70‘{

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

DOMINICAN CORDILLERA O
REPUBLIC San Pedro
\ >de Macoris;

CARIBBEAN |SEA

J 60 100 mi
80 160 km

167

01999, Encyclopadia Britannica, Inc.

and similar history, Haiti and the Dominican Republic have a very peculiar, unexplained growth

divergence. The Dominican Republic is radically more developed than Haiti in a number of ways.
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The Dominican Republic has consistently outperformed Haiti in terms of structural policies and
lasting political stability. OO0 AAOAT T I AT O PI AT O ET PAO O EIi POl OA

on the same, if not better, path toward development as its neighbor.

How unequal is Haiti today?

(AEOEGO AT 111 EA tent 8ricue of Soliei tolldy Blti isrérdentlitieO
poorest country in the Western Hemisphere, with 80% of the population living under the $1 US
dollar a day poverty line and 54% in abject poverty. ¢ The Haitian population is divided into three
AEOOGET AO Al AGHBOAT BE&BToBDEeORAalyoffickrs, warlords and
politicians, a small middle class with neo-liberal tendencies, and a majority of socially democratic
poor. Economic inequality between classes in Haiti today is high compared to other countries in the
Caribbean. It is a truism, according to Seers, that poverty will be eliminated more rapidly if any
given rate of economic growth is accompanied by a declining concentration of incomes?. The
commonly used measure of inequality is the Gini coefficient, which ranges from 0 to 1. A low Gini
coefficient indicates more equal income distribution, while a high Gini coefficient indicates more
unequal distribution. According to the UNDP-OB T T OT OAA &! &/ ET OOEOOOA ( AEOE

coefficient in 1999/2000 was .5098. This puts inequality well above that of Europe and North

America, where Ginis are in the range from 0.25 to 0.35.9

7EEI A ETATTA ETANOAI EOU EO Al Ei bi OOAT O ET AEAAOT O

measure of poverty that has its drawbacks.In( AEOE8 O AAOA OEA ' ETE Al AEEEAE

6 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook

7 Seers, Dudley. "The Meaning of Development." Int Dev Rev (1969)
® FAFO- Determination of a Poverty Line for Haiti 8

° FAFO- Determination of a Poverty Line for Haiti 8
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inequality is high compared to others countries such as the Dominican Republic; however, the Gini

coefficient does not take into account how each specific country deals with income inequality. For

example, if a government provides food stamps to the poor, the Gini coefficient excludes that source

of income in its measuring parameters but will include a government subsidy. An advantage of the

GDP per capita, and real GDP growth rates in Latin America, 1960-2005
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Figure 2: Sources - WDI, IMF Working Paper, Jamarillo

Gini coefficient is
information it provides
on income trends within
acountry. In Haiti, the
Gini coefficients of rural
and urban areas reveal
that the pattern of
inequality is changing by
region. While total
inequality is constant, the

Port-au-Prince area is

experiencing increasing inequality (.416 to .586) and rural inequality has decreased (.489 to .449).

While poverty in Haiti is high relative to other countries, it appears to have decreased within the

country. The percentage below the poverty line was 59 in 1986/1987 and 48 in 1999/20001°,

In 2006, the economy only had a 2.5% rate of growth which is not sufficient to achieve

substantial future growth. Ownership of wealth has become concentrated in a small percentage of

the population. By 2002, the richest four percent of the population controlled sixty-six percent of

OEA A7 Ol OOUGO0 AOOAOOSB

19 Egset, Willy. "A profile of poverty in Haiti." FAFO 2004
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assistance to reform programs ranging from the economy to the education system. Most Haitian
institutions lack the appropriately educated and technically skilled human resources to operate
modern systems for government programs. One result is the mismanagement of financial assistance
by international donors. Corruption is a major problem in all aspects of Haiti which is detrimental
to the financial sector because investors are hesitant to supply capital into the country. Within our
definition of development, we will attack the core problems within the economy, which is to fix the
infrastructure, alleviate the hunger pains of labor workers, and improve the ability of Haitians to
attain stable jobs. The GDP (ppp) in 2007 was $15.82 billion which is almost four times less than
the GDP (ppp) of neighboring Dominican Republic which was $84.5 in 2007. Though on a historical
decline, the growth rate grew in 2007 to 3.5% due to the help of macroeconomic programs of the
IMF. It is not certain, however, that the growth rate will continue to improve in the future without
help from Bretton Woods institutions. The GDP per capita (ppp) in Haiti in 2007 was $1,900

compared to the Dominican Republic GDP per capita (ppp) of $9,200. In comparison to the

Dominican Republic,( AEQOEAT O AOA 1 EOET ¢ xAl 1 AAIl tation@®dEA [ AAT O
(AEOES6O AATTTITEA POI COAOOh EO AAEIT O O OAPT OO 11
are important to our definition of development. Though GDP is used extensively in quantifying
economic growth and industrial output, it cannot be used synonymously with the word
OAAOGAT T PI AT 6868 'TU 1 AAOOOA 1T £ OAx nAtrdal T 1 EA 00p0OO
development.
Where did inequality come from?

(AEOGE CAET AA ET AAPAT AAT AA EOT i &OAT AAon&ll pymnth

past is still extremely visible and influential. French colonists imported massive numbers of African

slaves to work the sugar plantations bringing wealth to a small, white elite and entrenching
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socioeconomic inequality deep into the psychological fabric of Haiti. Constant intervention by

£l OAECT bPi xAOO ET (AEOES8O EIT OAOT Al AEEAEOO EAO PO
broken policies, factionalism and corruption. 1l fated interventions of the global North have
stripped away faithinOEA Cc1T OAOT i AT O T £ (AEOES (T xAOGAO PITO C
were, domesticaly OEA CT OAOT i AT 060 1 A ¢ Béwkeénihe yeaFBRAIBD&d £AAO ADGA
1915, Haiti was lead by twenty-two different leaders, each of whom generally lost power due to

disastrouscoups. ! £FOAO A Ox AT OU UAAO 1 AAOPAOEITT AU OEA 11 A«
$O00AT EAO AAAT AOAA EEI OAl £/ POAOGEAAT O waimarket iy £FA ET p
corruption and rises in inequality. The dictator stole money from the people to build elaborate

compounds for himself and pocketed loans from foreign government into personal bank accounts.

11 After Papa Doc died and his son, Jean-Claude Duvalier took power and Haiti consequently

experienced harsh economic conditions caused by the US recession in the early 80s. The economic

poor economic climate causes social unrest throughout the country and the dictator was forced to

flee the country. 12

In comparison to the rest of Latin American, Haiti has experienced the most regime changes
between 1970 and 2003. The amount of regime changes represents the lack of stability? an
important aspect in government required to foster any degree of economic growth. In general, the
fewer regime changes a country experiences, the higher the growth rates. In contrast, the
Dominican Republic has experienced about five times fewer regime changes and has experienced
higher levels of growth than Haiti.
4 0AT OPAOAT AU )1 OAOT AGETT AT 60 #1 000RwWIBH T O0AOAAD

corruption perceived by businessmen and country analysts, ranks Haiti as the fourth most

" http://www.giles/34sp.com/biographies/papadoc.htm
2 IMF Working Paper: Growth in the Dominican Republic and Haiti: Why hie Grass Been Greener on One
Side of Hispanola®PLaura Jaramillo and Cemile Sancak 2007)
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corrupted nation in the world with a 1.6 out of ten, with zero being viewed as the most corrupt.13

With such a discouraging level of corruption in Haiti and the inevitable cynicism of investors, any

long term solutions E1 O©T 1 OET ¢ (AEOEBO AADAT AAT AA 11 A& OAEC] E
unlikely8 4 EAOAZI OA AT EI BOT OAI AT O ET OEA #0) OAOET C8C
the development strategy of Haiti. To achieve this goal, Haiti must make strides in combating

stability problems including rampant criminal gang violence, corruption within the police

department, and drug trafficking.

The Human side of Haitian Development
Particularly strikingiO ( AEOES8 O 11 OET ¢ AAOOI A xEOE EOIT CAOh
17.2% among 7.9 million.14 In order to develop physically and intellectually to the greatest
potential, proper nutrition is vital. Growing up hungry stunts the human growth potential idealized
in our vision of development. Malnutrition is a serious disadvantage in terms of economic growth,
affecting the ability of the poor to work and improve their living environment. Alleviating the pains
of hunger is not only a conscionable moral ideal but it also has a direct impact on productivity.
Village improvements such as irrigation projects and road repairsarenot1 T OEA CT OAOT 1 AT 08
agenda because of the constant search for food. Though outside help from the World Food Program
is considerable in Haiti, internal changes must be made to alleviate hunger and recognize the

severity of a generation starved.

13 Transparency International. 2007 Corruption Perception Index. 2007.
http://www.transparency.org/policy_research/surveys_indices/cpi/2007

14 Definition: Prevalence of child malnutrition (weight for age) is the percentage of children under five whose weight for
age is more than two standard deviations below the median reference standard for their age as established by the World
Health Organization. Figures are based on children under age three, four, and five years of age, depending on the country.

Source: World Health Organization
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Hunger itself is not the only serious health problem in Haiti. Infant mortality rates are high

Infant Mortality Rate in comparison to similar GDP related
- countries at 63.83 deaths for every
74 \1_\ . . - . -
72 ~ 1,000 live births. Despite this high

N\ I Ol AAOh EOG6 O whdnOA DBOT I E
:E \ —— |nfant Mortality Rate
62 compared to sky high rates in early
60
22 , , , , , 2000.15 Nonetheless, infant mortality
2003 2004 2005 2006 2007(est)
in Haiti is comparatively high

compared to a Latin American and Caribbean average of 28 per 1,000.16 Further reduction of the

IMR requires heavy amounts of basic improvements made, specifically in the rural area. Chief

among these improvements is access to safe water. Only 7.9% of Haitians living in rural areas

access safe water, a disproportional amount to an even lower 28% in metropolitan areas. 17 The

CT OAOT I AT O OmehtiAuial afedEis &ppatedt GIOOO0 0T AOAT U AOOEOOAT AA Al
foreign aid programs has been high in the past twenty years. Road building and the construction of

drinking wells and water filtration systems have given hope to many. Improving the lives of the

poor in Haiti by providing water and food, the most natural and basic of needs is a key component

in the social development of Haiti.
Geography and Agriculture

DS23aNF LIKE& YR LRLIzZAFGA2Y YSIFadNBa LXlFe | GAlGlf N
According to the International Monetary Fund some of the determinants of geography include the

quality of natural resources, productivity of land, the public health environment and the extent to which

15 http://devdata.worldbank.org/external/CPProfile.asp?SelectedCountry=HTI& CCODE=HTI& CNAME=Haiti&PTYPE=CP
' World Bank, Haiti Social Analysis, 2006
7 World Bank, Haiti Social Analysis, 2006
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a country can become integrated with world markets18. As mentioned before, one important implication

2F 3IS23INYILKE FyR OftAYFGS Aa | O2dzyiNBEQa | O0Saa G2
without sustainable access to an improved water sources, compared to 14 percent in the Dominican

Republicdd ¢ KA A& YSI ad2NB>x K2¢gSOSNE Aa y24 AYyRSLISYRSyG 2
resources. Haiti is the second most densely populated country in the western hemisphere with a

population density of 797.4 per sg. mile in 2005.29 Although high population density is favorable for

economic development in coastal regions with good access to trade, this high quantity does not bode

gStt TFT2NJ | I hefiokt@ding darknafshaiid &gginglé@dmbmy. It was estimated by the

Population Reference Bureau that 36 percent of the population lived in urban areas in 2001. According

to the United Nations, the urban population growth rate for 2000¢2005 was 3.4 percent while the rural

population growth rate for those years was close to one percent. Population movement may be a result

of a demise of an agrarian economy or simply an urban bias. Regardless of its source, this is an

important trend that our assessmentof( AEOE8 O AAOAT T PI AT O x1 O1I'A 1 EEA O

The majority of Haitians depends on the agricultural sector which includes subsistence farming and
primary products such as sugarcane. Unfortunately, the decline of reliance on primary product
expectation has caused sugarcane to face a constantly shrinking market and barriers to trade.
Primary products are not a dependable sector to rely strongly on in light of the fact that the demand
for primary products such as sugarcane is decreasing due to the emergence of artificial substitutes.
Also, uncontrollable factors such as a famine or drought can ruin an entire season. Agriculture
composes 28% of the economic sector while 66%, more than half, of the population is employed in

the agricultural sector. These numbers indicatealacki £ AADPEOAI AT A AEAZAZEAEAT AUs

¥ IMF Working Paper- Growth in the Dominican Republic and Haiti
19 http://www.travelinghaiti.com/info/haiti-statistics.asp

%% http://www.britannica.com/eb/question-251961/5/density-sg-mi-Haiti
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products are coffee, mangoes, sugarcane, rice, corn, sorghum, and wood. Industry is relatively more
efficient than agriculture; it comprises 20% of GDP and employs 9% of the labor force. However,
most of the industry is export-oriented and does little to improve the internal welfare and
consumption throughout Haiti. The main industries include sugar refining, flour milling, textiles,
cement, light assembly based on imported parts. The service industry comprises 52% of the GDP
while only employing 25% of the labor force. 21 Clearly, industry is more efficient than agricultural

production.

Key Areas of Development

Food and Imports Overall food prices (US$) up 75 percent since 2000

With the ’I?r:)d(}efl nominal price index US$
majority of Haitians 175 -
living on or below the 150 -
poverty line any upset 125
in routine threatens 100 -
lives and can further 75 . . . . , , : ,

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

plunge the country Source: World Bank DECPG

into turmoil. Haitians, aswellasAT1 1 OEA x1 Ol A80O DI 1 Oh [ AEA Al
with having, yet certain things are completely out of their control. The global market,

however distant most Haitians may seem from it, is making food completely unaffordable

and unattainable. Haiti, a Caribbean island, relies on imports heavily to feed its population.

Oil prices driven upwards because of fertilizer, irrigation and transportation demands,

along with basic ingredients such as corn and wheat becoming more expensive, and an

! https://www.cia.gov/library/publication/the-world-factbook/geos/ha.html

x |
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increasing global demand for bio-fuels all force food prices sky high. In addition, the 2007
( OOOEAAT A OAAOGI T AAOOOI UAA 110060 1T &£ (AEOCEGO AO
food stocks. Heavy reliance on imported food opens Haiti to risk of fluctuations in food
prices, placing Haitians in an even more precarious spot than they already are.
Infrastructure
Many studies find that infrastructure improvement drives economic growth
(Calderdn and Servén, 2004) as well as poverty reduction.22 However, Haiti has one of the
worst infrastructures in the modern world. Use the graph below to compare Haiti with
other Latin American countries and Sub-Sahara Africa and it is easy to see the massive
divide. Haiti is cursed with an unstable environment, detrimental to even the smallest
infrastructure projects. Constant hurricanes and tropical storms cause massive erosion,
1 AT AOI EAAOh xAAEAT OI b OITEI AT A AAOOGA pPI O ETI
condition.
Access to water is an extreme problem, especially for the rural population. Though
only 11% of households are piped to a reliable water source, virtually none of these houses
AOA T xT AA AU Lack & fofaldedvater Fadilitate Qi@ 8lready destructive
health problems. Also, less than half the population has access to improved sanitation
facilities. Consequently, potable water and clean sanitation facilities go hand in hand; lack
of clean sanitation facilities pollutes the water supply. Electricity use is minimal throughout

the country due to the fact that only 36kwh (kilowatt hours) of electricity are used per

capita in a year. In sub-Saharan Africa people use 457kwh of power a year which is more

2 World Bank
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than ten times the amount of power which is used in Haiti. The poor infrastructure of

roads, water sanitation, and electricity use prevents Haiti from developing.

Latin America
and Sub-Saharan Haiti
Caribbean Africa

Electric power consumption (kwh per capita) 1,503 457 36
Improved water source (% pop. with access) Total 89 58 67
Rural 69 45 55
Usban 96 &2 33
Improved sanitation facilities (% pop. with access) 74 36 34
Total 44 26 23
Rural 84 55 52

Usban
Fixed and mobile phone subscribers (per 1.000 people) 497 84 64
Internet users (per 1,000 people) 115 20 50

Sources: World Development Indicators database . WHO/UNICEF

Education is a crucial condition for growth that brings more than just skilled labor

to an economy. Education also has beneficial impacts on nutrition, health, and

empowerment of girls and poverty. It offers hope that children will help families break out

of the vicious cycle of poverty. Access to education in Haiti has declined in recent years and

disparities between urban and rural enrollment have worsened. The major deterrent that

prevents enrollment is the cost of education. Despite continuous economic problems, there

has been progress in school attainment. This is due to the fact that ninety-two percent of

schools in Haiti are operated by a diverse group of private actors who have stepped in to
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OZFEI 1 OEEO CADPO 2FFigur€pAAsholvdiieAtiibreehtprofi@d A OT O
percentages of students reaching each grade level by income group in two years. The
profile shows progress at nearly all points. For example, while only 40 percent of 15-19
years old had completed 3rd grade in 1994-1995, that figure jumped to 56 percent in 2001.
While there seems to be an increase in school attainment, this does not suggest that the

guality of education has improved. Since investment in school is coming from private funds,

there is little data that shows increased in learning and literacy.

Figure 2.8: Average Years of Education by Age and Gender
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Figure 2.13: Education Attainment Profile bv Economic Status,
Age 15-19, Haiti 1994-95 and 2001

Yolttaining Grade Level

== Richest 20%:, 2001
- il - Richest 20%:, 94-95
= Jicldle 40%, 2001
--a-- Middle 40%, 294-95
—— Poorest 40%, 2001
=iz Poorest 409, 94-95

Another aspect of education we can look at is the returns from education in terms of wage

earnings. The small role of wage earnings is apparent in Table 2.1, which shows the

breakdown of household income where only 20 percent of income comes from wages. Such

low incomes indicate that education is not producing much skill to contribute to the

average household income.

Tahle 21: Household Incomehy Source
{Means Percentagps Across Household 51

Wage cotme 0%,
Transfers 25%,
Property fuwcore 3%

Ofher 44

Self- ervp lorerrerd 3T
O Copenorption 11%s
Total 100%:

Somce:  Skien and Egset (2004) based on anabeds of
ECVH.
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Healthcare in Haiti is in a state of crisis. Only about 60% of Haiti's 8 million residents
have access toany form of health care services, according to the Pan American Health Organization
(PAHO). The public healthcare system in the country is currently failing and has proved to
be unable to handle the needs of the people. A 2003 Red Cross study indicates there is fewer
than 1 hospital bed for every 1000 patients throughout Haiti and 209 surgical beds for the 6 million
people livingoutside Port-au-Prince. 44 EA 1 AAE 1T £ EAAT OE AAOA AT AO
lives but promotes the spread of infectious diseases. The lack of sanitation also increases the risk of
food and waterborne diseases such as Hepatitis A and E, typhoid fever, and bacterial and protozoal
diarrhea. Also, poor sanitation and hygiene, coupled with inadequate nutrition, have contributed to
a high incidence of physical challenges, ranging from congenital deformities and amputations to

stroke-related paralysis and head and spinal cord injuries. 25

Another huge health issue is the prevalence of HIV/AIDS. Haiti has one of the highest rates
of HIV/AIDS infection outside of Africa; an estimated 250,000 are living with the disease, according
to WHO. The prevalence of the AIDS is a major obstacle because it diminishes the work force and
creates a large portion of the population which has extensive medical needs. In order for the

country to develop the people must have access to decent healthcare and health education.

Political Instability

One of the main constraints which could prevent the adoption of a given development

policy or could undermine the success of a new policy is the level of government corruption

24 http://www.cmaj.ca/cgi/content/full/170/9/1379

2 http://www.cmaj.ca/cgi/content/full/170/9/1379
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combined with social hostility. In the late 1800s and early 1900s there were twenty two
regimes changes which occurred through violent coups. The constant government
replacements make it impossible to have sustainable policies through regime changes. Eveniif a
developmental policy is adopted by a particular administration, there is a very high probability
that if a coup occurs the new government will throw out all previously existing policies. The
large amount of violence which accompanies coups prevents the people from having faith in
GKSANI 32F8SNYYSyld yRX O2yaSljdsSyidtes (KSANI 320
to feel unsafe in their own country which makes them tentative in playing an active role in
government due the lack of transparency. Also, Haiti is considered one of the most corrupt
nations in the world which brings into question how funds for developmental projects would be
handled by the government. The level of corruption discourages all types of investment which
is imperative for growth of the financial sector which is crucial in achieving sustainability.
Another obstacle is the lack of a cohesive police force because it makes it difficult for there to
be any law enforcement. There are extremely high levels of drug trafficking which goes through
the country due to the levels of corruption and kickbacks which officials receive for ignoring the
contraband traveling in and out of the borders. Police are necessary to prevent crime which will

reduce the number of gangs and gang related deaths.

NGOs Currently in Operation

Non-governmental organizations are a necessary tool for development in third world
countries which are attempting to achieve sustainable growth. NGOs are organizations created by
private entrepreneurs which lack government funding and participation. Haiti has a wide range of

NGOs which operate within the borders of the country and participate in a variety of operations
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which benefit the country. In order for Haiti to achieve sustainability, NGOs need to utilize their
resources and funds to eliminate situations of dependency and give people the opportunity to live

productive lives.

Currently, there are a wide variety of NGOs which operate in Haiti that address the health,
education, agriculture, and political problems throughout the nation. Doctors without Borders is an
emergency medical relief association which operates in countries in crisis.26 The organization
provides emergency medical services, sanitation services, vaccines, and AIDS education. The
services which Doctors without Borders provides are necessary for the prevention of disease
through medications and sanitation. In order for health to improve, organizations like Doctors
without Borders need to promote health education and provide health services which are not
available in the hospitals. Other organizations provide more general services. For example, Direct
Relief provide wholesale medical supplies to Haiti; it has given around 60 million dollars worth of

medical supplies to date. 27

Other organizations such as Grassroots International address human rights issues and
defend the land of the indigenous people. The organization protects human rights to land, water,
and food. 280rganizations which encourage subsistence agriculture are very important in Haiti due
to the high amount of malnutrition and, the fact that the country imports a large majority of its food
from abroad. Outreach International is another NGO which deals with the social side of
development issues and helps people develop skills which will allow them to be productive in

society. 29Also, the organization has a civil branch which teaches people to build local governance

26 www.doctorswithoutborders.org

27 . .
www.DirectRelief.com

28 .
www.grassrootsonline.org

4 www.Outreach-International.org
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and move away from the corruption tendencies inherent in many aspects of the Haitian

government. In addition, Outreach International offers education programs which work with over

100 schools and 12,000 students annually to help children develop themselves so that they can

break out of the cycle of poverty. We believe that when children learn to read and write, and gain

skills in problem solving and community building, they will be better equipped as adults to

transform their communities.2° NGOs are a crucial aspect in our development plan. Working with

.10 O AgpAT A OEA OATPA T &£ POI EAAOO O ODPAAEAEEAA

to the potential growth of the country.

Economy

1-GAP:

As a complement to social and political development goals, we will use GDP
ET AEAAOT OO0 O bpPOiT AOGAA A AAOOAO O1 AAOOOAT AET ¢
4EI OCE xA OOOAOO OEAO OEA EAU O (AEOEG6O AAOA
EAAI OE AT A O AEAT OOAT A A& daddontribdtesigritficadly AT 1 1T 1 EA
OEA AOOCAETTAT O 1T &£ 1 OAOAIT EOI AT xAl £ZAOA8 " U |
economic models, we will establish realistic economic targets for Haiti.

In 2006 the Haitian economy recorded positive GDP growth of 2.5% for the second

year running. Output growth of 2.5% in 2006 allowed for an increase in per capita GDP of

0.7%:31. Though Haiti has recently achieved positive growth rates, between 1961-2000

30 .
www.Qutreach-International.org

> wplI Country Statistics
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( AEOEB® O O A-dapita fEllibyrah dvekagepdreent peryear28 ) T AAAAh ( AEOES O
economic performance has been one of the worst in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC)
region and similar to that observed in the worst performing sub-Saharan African countries.
In order to pull Haiti out of its long-term economic slump it is important that we analyze
what is preventing growth, which can be seen through GAP analysis.
The most fundamental developmental obstacle for poor countries is the inadequate
supply of investment. The relationship between growth rate and investment is often
overlooked but it is crucial in our determination of savings and investment levels. One
011 OOGETT O OEA OCADPS AAOxAAT ET @nadi AT O AT A
equation, which indentifies the gap between the savings available and the level of
investment required to achieve any given growth target. While most development models
are familiar with the Solow Growth Theory, which takes into account land, labor and

efficiency factors, the Harrod-Domar equation derives a simple, yet very informative

relationship between GDP growth and investment level.

10 ~
GDP growth In Hait
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The Harrod-Domer equations says that the change in GDP is equal to 1/K * | where
K is the capital-output ratio and I is the investment level. This model is especially important
AAAAOOA xA AAT OAO OEA OAOCAO coOi xOE OAOA & O
growth rate of 7.2%33. Typically the standard capital-output ratio is 5, however because
(AEOGESO AATTT T EA DPAOA&I OIf ATAA EO OT ENOA xA xEI
levels to determine the more accurate capital-output ratio specific to Haiti.
Given this negative growth rate, it is difficult to draw an accurate depiction of investment
using the Harrod-Domer model. In figure 1.1 we see a the capital-ouput ratio calculated for
Haiti from 1980-2003 would be -47.652 due to a two-decade long period of negative
COi xOE OAOAOs ) £# (AEOE EO O OOA OEA s$i11ETEA
target rate, then according to the Harrod-Domer equation, the appropriate level of
investment would be 7.2% * -47.652. This very high negative number is strikingly illogical
OET AA A Al O1 OOU AAT1T1T O EAOGA A TACAOEOA EIT OAOO
appropriate to use another method of analysis of the one-gap other than the Harrod-Domer

model.

Figure 1.1: Harrod-Domer Components taken from 1982003

Region GDP annual growth Gross Fixed Capital Formation |K (GFCF/GDP) |Gross Domestic Savings % GDP
Dominican Republic 4.106085 22.17053 5.399 15.25629
Haiti -0.37121 17.68879 -47.652 4.949498
LAC 2.210242 19.18084 B8.678 20.82333
Low Income 4.550269 20.12546 4.229 17.88116

** https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/dr.html
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Itis clear from our calculation of K that investment levels are extremely sensitive to
A AT 01 6ousod '3$0 CcOil xOE8 7A AAT Al 01 OAA EOI I
right around the investment levels of the DR, LAC and Low income countries. The problem,
therefore, must be inefficient investment. High levels of investment have no translated into
AATTTITEA CcOi xOE8 (AEOES6O DAOAAT @ lcomraitiBnCE ET OA
of per capita GDP can be explained by measurement problems within the national accounts.
The Haitian Institute of Statistics (IHSI) is underfinanced and has weak institutional
capacity and the availability of date is very limited and outdated34. In addition to the
shortcomings of the system of national accounts, the investment paradox can also be a
result of under-estimation of GDP and overestimation of GDP35
In addition to inefficient use of investment, there lies an apparent disparity between
gross fixed capital formation and domestic savings worth nearly 15% of GDP. The World

Development Index defines gross capital formation as:

GDNR && ¥FAES 8n (formérkgidsstdonfegtid\iXdd investment) includes land
improvements (fences, ditches, drains, and so on); plant, machinery, and equipment purchases; and the
construction of roads, railways, and the like, including schools, offices, hospitals, peidtmntial
dwellings, and commercial and industrial buildings. According to the 1993 SNA, net acquisitions of
Gl fdzqr6fSa FNB fa2 O2yaARSNBR OFLAGEFE FT2NXYIFGA2Yy ®¢

This disparity in savings and investment suggests that investment in the Haitian economy
is not from within, but from abroad. Foreign direct investment over the period of 1980 to
2003 was approximately 26% of GDP and in the most recent record in 2005 FDI was 21%

s 2 oAz = = ~ Az oAz oA

of GDP36. More noteworthy EO OEAO ( AEOES6 O O1T OA1T AAAGalT OOOOAI

3 World Bank Haiti Economic Memorandum
*> World Bank- Haiti Economic Memorandum
** WDl country statistics
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debt as a percent of GDP is 34.1 percent3’8 ( AEOES8 O OAIT EAT AA 11 1T OOOE/
AOPAAEAI T U OEA 51 EOAA 30A0AOh AAAPAT O (AEOQEGO
sustainability. Too much dependence will continue to undermine the capability of the

Haitian government to address sustainable growth.

Figure 1.2
Year 1970 (1975 |1980| 1985|1990 (1995|2000 | 2003
Foreign direct investment (FDI)
{(Percent of GDP ) 071|036|0.89|024|000|024|033]|0.27

Source: Globalis

Figure 1.1: Per Capita Real GDP Growth, 1991-2004
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2-GAP:
The two-gap is the difference between available hard currency and actual sources of
foreign exchange. Essentially, the two-gap is a good measurement for sustainability. If a
country does well for one or two years, perhaps due to foreign aid, its good standing will
not necessarily hold because of the strong affects that currency and foreign exchange have
on the overall economy. The two-gap analysis involves the study of balance of payments,
trade account balance, foreign reserves, and currency and liability balances. The balance of
payments describes the sources of foreign exchange as it tracks the inflows into Haiti of
currency from exports, asset sales, foreign investment, loans, and foreign aid. The opposite
end of the balance of payments for Haiti involves the needs of foreign currency which
include purchasing imports, repatriations of profits, and repayments of loans. The Haitian
balance of payment in 2004 is considerably healthier than it has been in the last twenty
UAAOO AO A AAEEAEO 1 £ p8poeb T £ '$0h EI xAOGAO O
balance of payment in the last twenty yearsas OET x1 ET OAA1T A p8p 8 ( AEO]
balance in 2004 was -29.31% of GDP38, The trade account deficit indicates that imports
were much higher than exports. In 2003 the trade deficit was evener higher at -32.12% of
GDP, with imports at 46.6% of GDPandA @bT OO0 AO 111 U pe8¢cb T &£ '$0
exports were $554.8 million and its imports were a high $1.844 billion®8 ( AEOE & O
overindulgence in exports eats away at the current account and causes a succession of
other economic strains with many social implications. A result of Haiti importing more than

half its food, local farmers struggle to sustain their businesses and their livestock and

families impoverish.

> Wl
3 CIA World Factbook
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Table 1.1(As % GDP)

1980 1983 1986 1989 1992 1995 1998 2001 2004
Current
Acct. -6.92 -6.82 -2.00 -2.49 .39 -2.86 .75 -3.66 -1.53
Financial
Acct. 5.20 5.59 1.53 2.39 -1.24 3.26 4.94 2.29 1.42
CA and
FA -1.72 -1.23 -47 -1 -.85 4 5.69 -1.37 -11
Net Errors
and
Omissions -.85 -.53 .66 -42 .50 4.14 -4.7 1.23 1.27
Overall
Balance -2.57 -1.76 .19 -.52 -.35 4.54 .99 -.14 1.16

source: WDI

(AEOEGO OOAAA AAI AT AA AAZEAEO 1 Wadshdd O1 A |
trade deficits are most detrimental because they can cause currency declines, which in turn
affect levels of imports, reserves and loans. Haiti had a fixed currency rate up until 1990, so
that the Haitian currency, the gourde, was pegged against the US dollar. Even with a fixed
currency rate, Haiti experienced sharp declines in total foreign reserves from 1985 to 1990
due to political turmoil. $ OOAT EAO6 O O0OO0OCCI ET ¢ OACEIi A ET OEA
1986 and 1990, there were six different heads of state. Intense political instability deterred
ET OAOOI AT O AT A ET AOGEOAAI U (AEOEB8O 11 x 1 AOGAIO
in 1991. Since these financial crises, Haiti has had a difficult time maintaining positive
accounts without the help of foreign aid. While the currency rate has remained pretty

AT 1 OOAT O ET OEA 1 AOO AAAAAAh OEAU AOA Oi11 AOEI
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to international financial institutions and foreign governments has grown from US$302
million in 1980 to US$1.4 billion today4°. Countries providing aid to Haiti will hold Haiti
accountable, and essentially Haiti is selling its sovereignty by collecting increasing debts.

Haiti heavily relies on the outside world to compensate for its inefficient economy.
The current account is pulled down by the trade deficit and should be pulled up by income
and transfers. However, income has very little effect on the current account, as less than
1% of the GDP is affected by income*th x EEAE AAOAOEAAO (AEQOEBSO ETA
Transfers, which include foreign aid and worker remittances, carry much of the weight in
the current account. Worker remittances has consistently accounted for around 16% of
*$0 &I O OEA 1 AOGO AAAAAA AT A wAikiidaé@ountsffiar 1T £ ( AEO
approximately 6% of GDP in the transfers. Worker remittances are so high because about
ITA 160 1T £# AOGAOU AECEO (AEOEAT O POAOGAT OI U 1 EO
Haitians rely on other sources of income and thus has not been able to generate sufficient

income to maintain the rhythm of food imports, leading to increased debt.

$AODPEOA (AEOGEGSO 1 AOCA &1 x 1T /&£ OAIi EOOAT AAON
overwhelmingly directed to consumption rather than investment or savings. As a result,
the Haitian economy has become increasingly reliant on the money sent by the Haitian

Diaspora living abroad when the focus should be on creating a more independent

sustainable economy.

0 IMF
Wl
2 WDl
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Haitian Worker Remittances % GDP 1996
2006
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Another factor that has hurt the Haitian economy is the falling exchange rate for the
Haitian gourde. Prior to 1991, Haiti had a fixed currency. Since then, the depreciation of the
gourde to the dollar has grown. In 2004, the gourde was worth about $.026. Depreciation in
A TAOEI 160 AOOOAT AU |1 AEAO Aobl 000 Ai i PAOEOEOA
negativeimpAAO T £ AAPOAAEAOCEIT 11 AT AATTITiU EO (AE
39 percent43, As a result, imports soared in less than one year from 20% of GDP to 34% of
GDP. The trade imbalance was high and in turn the current account balance was even more
negative. Exchange rates in Haiti are already very low and volatile to any changes
international markets, therefore it is important for Haiti to increase its export industry

while maintaining appropriate spending levels.

Wl
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3-Gap
The future growth in Haiti depends on the 3-gap which is defined as the difference

between available government revenues and required expenditures. The 3-gap is a good
indication of the fiscal wellbeing of the country. During 2005 government expenditures
were estimated to be US$600.8 million and revenues, about US$400 million resulting in a
negative difference of US$200.8 million which is about 1.36% of GDP. The government
relies heavily on international economic assistance for fiscal sustainability.#4The amount of
money which the Haitian government spent was more than received in revenue. A massive
budget deficit common in many third world and developing countries is the lack of self
produced revenue, due to the fact that the only money which governments receive are
taxes and foreign aid. Taxes can be an especially challenging obstacle since wealthy elite
interest groups generally possess a great about of power and influence in Haiti. Also, poor
people have too few assets to be taxed by the government; they would be unable to pay
their requirement. Haiti has a moderate income tax rate and a high corporate tax rate. The
top income tax rate is 30 percent, and the top corporate tax rate is 35 percent. Foreign aid
to the Haitian government has led the government to become for expenditure focused since
there is a constant influx of money. However, foreign aid also increases foreign debt. In
2005, Haiti received $515 million dollars in foreign aid and last year accumulated a $1.4
billion external debt. 45 Curtailing the deficits will be difficult with the large amount of

foreign aid constantly flowing into the country. The misallocation of public revenues for

* http://www.ijdh.org/pdf/headline8-15-0b.pdf
* https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ha.html




Page 31 0of 36

private use and the low government allocations for economic and social development have

contributed directly to Haiti's extreme poverty.46Military expenditures do not play a large

Oi1T A ET OEA PAOAAT OACA 1T &£ AgbAl AEOOOAOG ET (AE
US$26 million. 47 Currently Haiti has a 5300-strong national police force, funded and

trained by the US, formed in the place of its military which was disbanded in 1994 when

democracy returned to the country.#® The amount of money which is spent equals 0.2% of

GDP which is small enough that total military spending does not necessary needs to be

reduced.

Economically, Haiti has experienced difficulty in the last four decades. Total Factor
Productivity is an assessment of growth which measures the total output not caused by inputs or
productivity and accounts for a majority of growth which occurs in a country. TFC is defined by the
Cobb-$7 OCI AO POT AOCAOET 1T AEOPBAQEDAI 9EOCODPOO+ANOAIT O A AC

productivity times capital input (K) and labor input (L). 4°

TFP growth in Haiti has been negative for the last four decades while TFP growth in the Dominican

Republic has only been negative for one out of the last three decades.5° Unlike the Dominican

*® http://www.photius.com/countries/haiti/economy/haiti_economy_expenditures.html

* http://www.ijdh.org/pdf/headline8-15-0b.pdf

48 http://dev.prenhall.com/divisions/hss/worldreference/HT/defense.html

49 http://economics.about.com/od/economicsglossary/g/tfp.htm

> IMF Working Paper: Growth in the Dominican Republic and Haiti: Why has the Grass B&erener on One
Side of Hispanola®PLaura Jaramillo and Cemile Sancak 2007)
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Republic, Haiti lacks both capital and labor which is necessary for growth in any type of economy.

Contribution to GDP per capita arowth
(annual average over 10-year periods, in percent)
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Foreign Direct Investment has not been very dependable over the years. In 1999 FDI went
from $30 million to $5 million in 2002. The instability of FDI makes it difficult for Haiti to know how
much money foreign countries will be investing each year in order to create projects to attract the
investment. Although FDI is criticized on many levels, it generally provides economic growth and

poverty reduction by directing a large majority of profits back into the domestic economy. 52

Since the 1990s Haiti has depended heavily on international aid from institutions such as
the World Bank, International Monetary Fund (IMF), and Inter-American Development Bank
(IADB) .52 The dependence on foreign aid has supported an environment where Haiti has failed to
develop many sectors of the economy on its own. In addition, the allocation of money is
continuously questioned by international institutions as to whether or not it is going toward

legitimate causes or into the personal funds of the elite majority.

Unskilled labor does not encourage the transfer of technology or the benefits of technology.
53 Recently, in 2005, the United States permitted Haiti to have tariff-free access to US markets in

order to stimulate the economy. Political instability has also played a huge role in the shrinking

> http://ucatlas.ucsc.edu/fdi/fdi.html
>? http://www.usatoday.com/money/world/2004-02-26-haiticon_x.htm
> www.usip.org (United States Institute of Peace Special Report)
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economy due to the fact that internal turmoil diverts focus from important aspects of the social and
economic infrastructure of the country. Corrupt governments and elites also fail to implement

economic policies which would benefit all citizens and the country as a whole.

Ties to the north in the import-export sector are very prominent yet also detrimental to the
country. Northern countries such as the United States consume 80% of the exports from Haiti;
Dominican Republic and Canada consume 7.6% and 3% of exports, respectively. This data reflects
that Haiti is most dependent on the United States for exports which is dangerous if economic ties
are severed between the two nations. 54 Haiti exported $554.8 million f.0.b of products in 2007. The
United States is also the lead importer of products into the country by supplying 46.5% of the
imports to the country. The Netherlands Antilles with 11.9% and Brazil with 3.8% are a distant
second. The influx of US products prevents the Haitian market from producing for their internal
consumption because their products are inferior due to lack of technology and capital. Dependency
theories would argue that Haiti is bound to agreements to the North with hefty strings attached.
Haiti imported $1.844 billion f.0.b in 2007. The huge difference between the amount of products
imported and exported is large. As a result, Haiti has problems with a balance of payments deficit,
especially their current account balance of payments deficit. The current account deficit last year of
-$184.8million puts Haiti in the category as a net debtor country which is investing more than it is
saving. Therefore, Haiti depends on resources from other economies to meet domestic consumption
and investment requirementsss ( A E @efefidéncy on other countries and its lack of self-continues
to inhibit growth in all sectors of the economy all the while building massive deficits to be paid of

sometime in the future.

>* Human Development Reports Data
> www.investopedia.com
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Intertwined with the economic issues is the problem of extreme and chronic
unemployment. Around two thirds of the population is unemployed. Little access to jobs or job
training hurts productivity and further postpones Haitian development. 56 The labor force consists
of about 3.6 million people out of 8.7 million inhabitants. The vast amount of unemployment leads
to extreme poverty and little hope for sustainability. Poverty and the absence of job opportunities
have driven many Haitians abroad in recent decades, mostly to the US and the Dominican Republic.
Due to the fact that the per capita income in the DR is $1900 and in Haiti it is $9200, Haitian
migration to the Dominican Republic has been large and filled with strife. Despite the Dominican
2APDOAI EA8O DPOI @EIi EOUh EI T ECOAOQEITT EO EI 1 ACAI
neighbor. Poor Haitians, however, are so determined to find work elsewhere because of limited

opportunity in their own country that they fail to acknowledge the consequences of their migration.

Conclusion

Poverty reduction and human development are intrinsic to our definition of development.

(AEOE EO AOOOAT O U OEA bpiiT OAOO Ai O1 6oOU ET OEA

poverty and adequately provide a sustainable future for human development is undeniable.
Currently, Haiti is in a detrimental cycle of extreme poverty which is aggregated by a corrupt
government and an insufficient infrastructure. Through improvements in agriculture, government,
and education the goals of development are within reach. In order to achieve economic growth, the
economy must be diversified; especially, from their dependence on primary products and western
markets. Also, subsistence agriculture must be subject to technological improvements in order for
malnutrition and starvation issues to decrease. Although many dilemmas such as political
corruption and dependence on remittances and foreign aid cannot be solved in the short-run, the

nation must begin to work toward long term-solutions.

> CIA- The World Factbook
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