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PERSONALITY AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT IN CHILDHOOD
READINGS:  A large part of the required readings will be drawn from the following books, which can be purchased at the bookstore:

Peter Barnes, ed., Personal, Social and Emotional Development of Children (Blackwell) [PSEDC]
Toni Morrison, The Bluest Eye (Penguin)

William Damon, The Moral Child: Nurturing Children's Natural Moral Growth (Free Press)

   Other readings have been included in a Blackboard web-based reader (details to be announced in class).  You can access the Blackboard reader page at http://bb.lehigh​.edu or www.ci.lehigh.edu, and the readings are posted under <Course Documents.>  These read​ings are marked with an asterisk (*) in the list of reading assign​ments.  (A complete list of the e-reserve readings is given at the end of this syllabus.)

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  

 --> ATTENDANCE AND CLASS PARTICIPATION: Students are expected to attend class, keep up with the read​ings, and par​ti​cipate in class discussions.  Active, thoughtful, and informed discussion is a key condition for the vitality and success of the course--and is, therefore, a basic requirement for all class members.  In order to benefit fully from the course (and to fulfill your responsibilities to the other members), it is very important that you carefully read and think about the assigned material BEFORE each class meeting.


1. Class Discussions: Class attendance and participation in class discussion are required (and will affect your course grade).


2. In-Class Assignments: You will also be required to participate in and submit various in-class writing assignments from time to time.  These will be ungraded assignments, but will count toward your class participation grade.  There will be no make-ups for in-class assignments unless your absence has a documented excuse approved by me.


3. In-Class Presentations: Each student will be required to give a short (about 10 minutes) presentation on a class reading during the semester; AND on two separate occasions, write and raise in class 2 discussion questions based on class readings.  You will be required to submit (by e-mail attachment) an outline of your in-class presentation no later than 5 p.m. the day before class to me; and your discussion questions to the whole class through the blackboard system.

 -->
EXAMS:  There will be two in-class midterms and a final exam (at the regularly scheduled time), each worth about 20% of the course grade; exams will involve a combina​tion of essays questions and short answers, both based on the readings and class discussion.

 --> TERM PAPER:  Usually students take a 300-level seminar with a set of questions and issues in mind that they would like to explore.  Since no course can deal with every issue, or go into great depth on all the issues it does address, you will be given the opportunity to explore a topic more fully by writing a 7-8 page paper on topic of your choice that deals with some aspect of social, emotional, and/or personality develop​ment in children.  Whatever the precise topic, your paper will be expected to take into account both empirical research and conceptual issues in the relevant area.  You will first submit a 1-2 page proposal stating your intended topic, which is due on Tuesday, October 14 (in some cases, it might be necessary to refine or reformulate your topic somewhat); your paper is due on Tuesday, December 2.  (More specific directions will be provided later.)



Course Grade:
Class Participation



15%







Midterm Exam #1:


20%







Midterm Exam #2:


20%







Final Exam:



20%







Term Paper:



25%


COURSE OUTLINE AND READINGS

I.  Questions, Concepts, and Controversies
Week 1
  8/26

Introduction & Overview

  8/28

*Damon, Social and Personality Development, ch. 1, pp. 1-15



Toni Morrison, The Bluest Eye, pp. 1-93

Week 2
  9/2

Toni Morrison, The Bluest Eye, pp. 97-206

  9/4

*Schaffer, Social Development, pp. 1-30: "The Study of Social Development"


II.  Developing through Relationships:

How Parents (and Cultures) Create Persons
Week 3
  9/9

*Damon, Social and Personality Development, ch. 2, pp. 17-27



PSEDC, ch. 1:  Child Care and Attachment, pp. 2-18, 28-35

  9/11

*Scheper-Hughes, "Mother Love and Child Death in Northeast Brazil"



*Talbot, "Attachment Theory: The Ultimate Experiment"

Week 4
  9/16

PSEDC, ch. 1:  Child Care and Attachment, pp. 19-28



*NICHD ECCRN, “Does Time Spent in Child Care Predict Socioemotional Adjustment During the Transition to Kindergarten?”

 9/18

PSEDC, ch. 2:  Disturbing Behaviour in Young Children, pp. 42-59



*Weisz et al., "Parent Reports of Behavioral and Emotional Problems among Children 



 



in Kenya, Thailand, and the United States"

Week 5
  9/23

PSEDC, ch. 2:  Disturbing Behaviour in Young Children, pp. 60-78



*Sameroff, "Models of Development and Developmental Risk"

  9/25

*Rutter et al., "Adult Outcome of Institution-Reared Children: 






Males and Females Com​pared"

Week 6
  9/30

=> IN-CLASS MIDTERM #1
  10/2

PSEDC, ch. 3:  Growing up in Families, pp. 84-101



*Schaffer, Social Development, pp. 232-240: "Socialization Processes"

Week 7


  10/7

PSEDC, ch. 3:  Growing up in Families, pp. 102-111



*LeVine, "A Cross-Cultural Perspective on Parenting"
  10/9

<Pacing Break>
Week 8
  10/14

<Paper Proposal Due>


PSEDC, ch. 3:  Growing up in Families, pp. 111-126



*Hetherington, "Coping with Family Transitions: Winners, Losers, and Survivors"


III.  Becoming a Person:

The Development of Social Understanding, Morality, and the Self
  10/16
PSEDC, ch. 4:  Developmental Perspectives on Emotion, pp. 136-159



*Brown & Dunn, "Talk with your Mother or your Sibling?  Developmental Changes 







 in Early Family Conversations about Feelings"

Week 9
  10/21
PSEDC, ch. 4:  Developmental Perspectives on Emotion. pp. 160-178



*Harris, Children and Emotion, chs. 8 & 9, pp. 172-215

  10/23
PSEDC, ch. 5:  Developing a Sense of Self, pp. 188-206



*Wiley, et al. “Constructing Autonomous Selves through Narrative Practices:




 A Comparative Study of Working-Class and Middle-Class Families” 
Week 10
  10/28

=> IN-CLASS MIDTERM #2
  10/30

PSEDC, ch. 6:  Play, Self and the Social World, pp. 232-245



*Paley, Mollie is Three: Growing up in School (selec​tions)



*Berk, "Vygotsky's Theory: The Importance of Make-Believe Play," 

Week 11
  11/4

PSEDC, ch. 5:  Developing a Sense of Self, pp. 206-224



*Maccoby, "Gender and Relationships: A Developmental Account"

  11/6

PSEDC, ch. 6:  Play, Self and the Social World, pp. 246-264



*Thorne & Luria, "Sexuality and Gender in Children's Daily Worlds"

Week 12
  11/11
General Background:  *Schaffer, Social Development, pp. 290-302: "Moral Development"



*Vivian Paley, Wally's Stories (selections)



Damon, The Moral Child, pp. 1-50

  11/13
Damon, The Moral Child, pp. 51-94

Week 13
  11/18
Damon, The Moral Child, pp. 95-152



PSEDC, ch. 6:  Play, Self and the Social World, pp. 265-277

  11/20
PSEDC, ch. 7: Growth and Change in Adolescence, pp. 288-301



*Steinberg, “We Know Some Things:





 Parent-Adolescent Relationships in Retrospect and Prospect”
Week 14
  11/25
PSEDC, ch. 7: Growth and Change in Adolescence, pp. 301-327



*Talbot, “Girls Just Want to be Mean”


*Hall, "Bully in the Mirror



*LeBlanc, "The Outsiders"
  11/27


<Thanksgiving Vacation>
Week 15
  12/2
   <Final Paper Due>


Student Presentations

  12/4

Student Presentations


=> FINAL EXAM  (as scheduled)


************


COMPLETE LIST OF E-RESERVE READINGS
Damon, W. (1983). Social and Personality Development, “Introduction," pp. 1-15

Schaffer, H.R. (1996). Social Development. "The Study of Social Development" pp. 1-30

Damon, W. (1983). Social and Personality Development, ch. 2: "Infant Social Relations," pp. 17-27

Scheper-Hughes, N. "Mother Love and Child Death in Northeast Brazil." 

 

In J.W. Stigler et al., Cultural Psychology, pp. 542-565)
Talbot, M. (1998). "Attachment Theory: The Ultimate Experiment. New York Times Magazine, May 24.
NICHD ECCRN (2003). “Does Time Spent in Child Care Predict Socioemotional Adjustment During the 

Transition to Kindergarten?” Child Development, 74, 976-1005.
Weisz, J. et al.(1993). "Parent Reports of Behavioral and Emotional Problems among Children


 
in Kenya, Thailand, and the United States," Child Development, 64, 98-109.
Sameroff, A. (1993). "Models of Development and Developmental Risk." 




In C.H. Zeanah (Ed.), Handbook of Infant Mental Health, pp. 3-13.
Rutter, M. et al., (1990) "Adult Outcome of Institution-Reared Children: Males and Females Compared"

    In Robins & Rutter (Eds.), Straight and Devious Pathways from Childhood to Adulthood, pp. 135-157
Schaffer, H.R. (1996). Social Development. "Socialization Processes," pp. 232-240
Robert LeVine, (1993) "A Cross-Cultural Perspective on Parenting." 




In R. H. Wozniak (Ed.) Worlds of Childhood, pp. 243-254
Hetherington, E.M. (1991). "Coping with Family Transitions: Winners, Losers, and Survivors"




In Woodhead et al. (Eds.), Growing Up in a Changing Society, pp. 115-138.
Brown, J.R. & Dunn, J. (1992) "Talk with Your Mother or Your Sibling? Developmental Changes



 in Early Family Conversations about Feelings," Child Development, 64, 336-349.

Harris, P. (1989). Children and Emotion, chs. 8 & 9, pp. 172-215.

Wiley, A.R. et al. (1998), Constructing Autonomous Selves Through Narrative Practices:

     A Comparative Study of Working-Class and Middle-Class Families, Child Development, 69, 833-847
Paley,V. (1986).  Mollie is Three: Growing up in School (selections)

Berk, L. (1994) "Vygotsky's Theory: The Importance of Make-Believe Play," 



Young Children, 49, 30-39.
Maccoby, E. (1990). "Gender and Relationships: A Developmental Account," 





American Psychologist, 45, 513-520.

Thorne, B. & Luria, Z. (1993). "Sexuality and Gender in Children's Daily Worlds" 




In R.H. Wozniak (Ed.), Worlds of Childhood, pp. 430-448
Schaffer, H.R. (1996). Social Development. "Moral Development," pp. 290-302.

Paley, V. (1981) Wally's Stories: Conversations in the Kindergarten (selections)

Steinberg, L. (2001). We Know Some Things: Parent-Adolescent Relationships in Retrospect 



and Prospect. Journal of Research on Adolescence, 11, 1-19.

Talbot, M. (2002) “Girls Just Want to Be Mean” (New York Times Magazine, 2/24/02)
Hall, S.S. (1999) "Bully in the Mirror" (New York Times Magazine, 8/22/99)

LeBlanc, A.N. (1999) "The Outsiders" (New York Times Magazine, 8/22/99)

