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LITERACY IN CROSS-CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

This course will examine the significance of literacy for both societies and individuals, the processes and institutions by which it is transmit​ted across genera​tions, and its role in development and education.  The course will begin by asking why literacy is such a highly charged issue in contemporary America.  It will then place these issues in a larger histor​ical and theoretical framework by outlining some key debates in the study of literacy; will go on to explore more closely the nature and social organization of literacy in different socio-cultural contexts, as well as its place in individual development; and will conclude by dealing with some current inquiries and contro​versies regard​ing such issues as cultural variations in the forms and uses of literacy, the determinants of success and failure in the acquisition of literacy, and the relationship of literacy to patterns of power and inequality in contemporary society.  

READINGS:  Most of the required readings will be drawn from the following books, which are available at the Grécourt Bookstore (and on reserve at the Neilson library):

Jonathan Kozol, Illiterate America (Plume, 1985)

Mike Rose, Lives on the Boundary (Penguin, 1989)

Walter J. Ong, Orality & Literacy: The Technologizing of the Word (Routledge, 1982)

Daniel Wagner, Literacy, Culture, and Development: Becoming Literate in Morocco  (Cambridge, 1993)

Jeanne Chall et al., The Reading Crisis: Why Poor Children Fall Behind (Harvard, 1990)

Anne Haas Dyson, Social Worlds of Children Learning to Write (Teachers College, 1993)

The other assigned readings have been included in a xeroxed reader, which should be purchased from a local photocopy store (to be announced in class).  Xeroxed read​ings are marked with an asterisk (*) in the list of reading assign​ments.

Suzanne de Castell, Allan Luke, & David MacLennan, "On Defining Literacy"


(from S. de Castell, A. Luke & K. Egan, eds., Literacy, Society, and Schooling [1986], pp. 3-14)

Resnick & Resnick, "The Nature of Literacy: A Historical Explo​ration"

   (from E.R. Kintgen et al., eds., Perspectives on Literacy [1988], pp. 190-202)

Sylvia Scribner, "Literacy in Three Metaphors"


(from Kintgen et al., eds., Perspectives on Literacy, pp. 71-81)

Sarah Michaels, "'Sharing Time': Children's Narrative Styles and Differen​tial





 Access to Literacy" (Language in Society [1981], pp. 423-442)

F. Nyi Akinnaso, "Literacy and Individual Consciousness" (from Jennings & Purves,





  eds., Literate Systems and Individual Lives [1991], pp. 73-94)

Jack Goody & Ian Watt, "The Consequences of Literacy"

   (from Kintgen et al., eds., Perspectives on Literacy, pp. 3-27)

Michael Cole & Ageliki Nicolopoulou, "Literacy: Intellectual Consequences" 



(International Encyclopedia of Linguistics [1991], pp. 343-346)

Brian Street, Literacy in Theory and Practice (Cambridge, 1984), Intro, chs. 1 & 4

   John F. Szwed, "The Ethnography of Literacy"

   (from Kintgen et al., eds., Perspectives on Literacy, pp. 303-311)
Shirley Brice Heath, "Protean Shapes in Literacy Events: Ever-Shifting Oral and Literate Traditions" 

(from Kintgen et al., eds., Perspectives on Literacy, pp. 348-370)

S.B. Heath, "What No Bedtime Story Means: Narrative Skills at Home and School"


(from Schieffelin & Ochs, eds., Language Socialization Across Cultures [1986], pp. 97-124)

Nita H. Barbour, "Reading" (from C. Seefeldt, ed., The Early Childhood Curriculum:









A Review of Current Research [1992], pp. 118-151)

Art Levine, "The Great Debate Revisited" (Atlantic Monthly [December 1994], pp. 38-44)

Barry McLaughlin, Second-Language Acquisition in Childhood, 2nd edition (Erlbaum 1984):






Vol. 1, pp. 1-4 and Vol. 2, pp. 1-13 & ch. 11

E.D. Hirsch, Cultural Literacy (Houghton Mifflin, 1987), chs. 1 & 5

Catherine E. Snow et al., Unfulfilled Expectations: Home and School Influences on Literacy 






(Harvard, 1991), chs. 1-2

Sarah Freedman, "Writing Instruction" (Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics, pp. 5032-5033)

P. Czerniewska, "Writing: Process Approach to Teaching" 





(Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics, pp. 5047-5049)

Lisa D. Delpit, "Skills and Other Dilemmas of a Progressive Black Educator" 






(Harvard Educational Review 56:4 [November 1986], pp. 379-385)

Bernardo Ferdman, "Becoming Literate in a Multiethnic Society" (from Jennings & Purves, eds.,





Literate Systems and Individual Lives, pp. 95-115)

William Labov, "Competing Value Systems in the Inner-City Schools" (from P. Gilmore &


 

A.A. Glatthorn, eds., Children in and out of School [1982], pp. 148-171)

John Ogbu, "Cultural Model, Identity, and Literacy"

 
(from James Stigler et al., eds., Cultural Psychology [1990], pp. 520-541)

Paulo Freire, "The Importance of the Act of Reading" 



(from P. Freire & D. Macedo, Literacy: Reading the Word and the World [1987], pp. 29-36)

Paulo Freire, "The Adult Literacy Process as a Cultural Action for Freedom and Education 




and Conscientização" (from Kintgen et al., eds., Perspectives on Literacy, pp. 398-409)

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  Students are expected to keep up with the read​ings and to par​ticipate in class discussions.  Active, thoughtful, and informed discussion is a key condition for the vitality and success of the course--and is, therefore, a basic requirement for all class members.  In order to benefit fully from the course (and to fulfill your responsibilities to the other members) it is very important that you carefully read and think about the assigned material before each class meeting.

 -->
MEMOS:  Every week before the class meeting, therefore, each of you should prepare a memo of about 1-2 typed pages which <1> indicates what seems to you to be the main thrust of the week's reading; <2> identifies and addresses what you take to be one or more key issues or problems raised by the material; and/or <3> suggests an issue (or issues) raised by the reading that you think ought to be addressed by the class as a whole.  The memo for the week is due in my mailbox at Morgan Hall (or at my home address) by 9 a.m. Wednes​day morning; and I would strongly urge you to turn them in by Tuesday night whenever possible.  In addition, bring a copy of your memo to the class meeting.


I will not give the memos a letter grade (nor will I neces​sar​ily write comments on them), but I will give each one a check or, if it is unsatis​factory, a minus.  Ac​cum​ulated minuses, or failure to turn in memos on time each week, will have a damaging effect on grades for class participation.

 -->
LITERACY PROJECT PARTICIPATION AND JOURNAL:  Over the course of the semester, each of you will participate in a program involving literacy educa​tion (for children, adol​es​cents, or adults) and will reflect on and analyze your experiences and observa​tions;  this analysis and reflection should be inte​grat​ed with our consider​ation of issues that emerge during the course.  In most cases, you will participate in one of the ongoing literacy projects operating in the community (a range of possibili​ties will be described in class).  (Or, if this option is impossible for you for some reason, an alternative arrangement should be worked out in consulta​tion with me; this could involve a series of systematic observations in a school or other setting.)

You will keep a written journal of your observations and interpreta​tions, which I will review once or twice during the term.  Your journal should include at least six weekly entries, each dealing with a day of your participation in the program.  A copy of your completed journal is due by the 11th week of the course (11/29).  In addition, you will draw on this material for our class dis​cus​sions and, possibly, for your final paper.  (Details will be spelled out in class.) 

 -->
PAPERS:  There will be two papers, for which due dates are indicated in the course outline, below.


The first paper will be about 6-7 typed, double-spaced pages address​ing one of several topics that I will offer for you to choose between.  It will be based on the course reading through week 6, and will be due at the beginning of week 7.


The final paper (12-15 pages) will be on a topic of your choice, arrived at in consulta​tion with me; the topic should seek to integrate your interests with themes and issues raised by the course.  Each of you should meet with me to consult about and decide on a paper topic by week 5 at the latest.  I strongly recommend that each of you give me a first draft for comments by week 10 (the week before Thanksgiving).  During the last two weeks of the term, weeks 12 and 13, each of you will give a brief presentation of your paper to the class.  The completed paper will be due the first day of exam period, December 18.  (For details regarding the final paper schedule, see the last page of this syllabus.)

 -->
CLASS PRESENTATIONS:  Beginning the eighth week (11/1), at each class meeting one or two of you will be responsible for intro​ducing the week's assignment with a presentation and then helping to lead the class discus​sion.  The presentation should consist of a brief, focused, and coherent synopsis that outlines the main arguments in the readings and clarifies the key issues for further discus​sion by the class as a whole.  In assigning presentations, we may try (if possible) to find a rough match between the topics in the week's reading and those of your final paper.


(All the above is subject to slight variation.)

Course Grade:

Paper #1:









20%





Final Paper:








40%





Memos, Presentation, & Class Participation


20%





Literacy Project Participation & Journal



20%


***************

COURSE OUTLINE AND READINGS

I. BASIC PROBLEMS, QUESTIONS, AND CONCEPTS
Week 1:  (9/13)

  Introduction and Overview

Week 2:

Kozol, Illiterate America, Part I, pp. 1-86

(9/20)


Rose, Lives on the Boundary, pp. 1-65




*de Castell et al., "On Defining Literacy"







Optional readings:




*Resnick & Resnick, "The Nature of Literacy: A Historical Exploration"




*Scribner, "Literacy in Three Metaphors"


II. THE NATURE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF LITERACY


(a) Cognitive Consequences: The Strong Claim
Week 3:

Ong, Orality & Literacy, chs 1-3

(9/27)


*Michaels, "`Sharing Time': Children's Narrative Styles









and Differen​tial Access to Literacy"

Week 4:

Ong, Orality & Literacy, chs. 4-6

(10/4)


*Akinnaso, "Literacy and Individual Consciousness"



Optional reading:




*Goody & Watt, "The Consequences of Literacy"


(b) Refinements and Critiques:  Literacies as Socially Situated Practices
Week 5:

*Cole & Nicolopoulou, "Literacy: Intellectual Consequences"

(10/11)

*Street, Literacy in Theory and Practice, Introduction, chs. 1 & 4


III. LITERACY ISSUES IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY


Socio-Cultural Dynamics of Emergent Literacy

Week 6:

*Szwed, "The Ethnography of Literacy"

(10/18)

*Heath, "Protean Shapes in Literacy Events: Ever-Shifting Oral and Literate Traditions"




*Heath, "What no Bedtime Story Means: Narrative Skills at Home and School"


<PAPER #1: Due Monday 10/23>

Literacy, Culture, and Development
Week 7:

Wagner, Becoming Literate in Morocco, chs 1-4

(10/25)

Week 8:

Wagner, Becoming Literate in Morocco, chs 5-7

(11/1)


*Barbour, "Reading"




*Levine, "The Great Debate Revisited"

Week 9:

Wagner, Becoming Literate in Morocco, chs 8-10

(11/8)


*McLaughlin, Second-Language Acquisition in Childhood (selections)


Explaining Success and Failure: Cognitive Resources and Access to Literacy 

Week 10:

Chall et al., The Reading Crisis, chs. 1-10 & Epilogue

(11/15)

*Hirsch, Cultural Literacy, chs. 1 & 5



Optional Reading:




*Snow et al., Unfulfilled Expectations, pp. 1-43

<THANKSGIVING RECESS>

Explaining Success and Failure:

Inequality, Cultural Identity, and the Different Meanings of Literacy
Week 11:

*Freedman, "Writing Instruction"

(11/29)

*Czerniewska, "Writing: Process Approach to Writing"





Dyson, Social Worlds of Children Learning to Write, Introduction & chs. 1-4




*Delpit, "Skills and Other Dilemmas of a Progressive Black Educator"

Week 12:

Dyson, Social Worlds of Children Learning to Write, chs. 5-9

(12/6)


*Ferdman, "Becoming Literate in a Multiethnic Society"



Optional Readings:




*Labov, "Competing Value Systems in the Inner-City Schools




*Ogbu, "Cultural Model, Identity, and Literacy"




Literacy as a Political Phenomenon and the Politics of Literacy
Week 13:

*Freire, "The Importance of the Act of Reading"

(12/13)

Rose, Lives on the Boundary, pp. 67-242




*Freire, "The Adult Literacy Process as Cultural Action for Freedom 






and Education and Conscientização"




Kozol, Illiterate America, Parts II & III


<FINAL PAPER: Due Monday 12/18>

SCHEDULE FOR FINAL PAPER

The process of defining and focusing the topic of your final paper, doing the research for it, thinking through your analysis, and writing the paper itself should be spread through the term.  The following are the deadlines for certain key steps in this process.

Weeks 1-4:
Finding and crystallizing your topic.  If you have vague or amorphous interests that you

would like help in focusing, please ask me for advice (and scan the syllabus for possibly relevant materials).

Week 5:
By the fifth week at the latest, you should schedule a meeting with me to consult about, and decide 
on, your paper topic.  (If you would like to give me a preliminary proposal of 1-3 pages before our meeting, as a basis for discussion, this might be useful in some cases; but it is not required.)

Monday, 10/16:
 => 
By this day, at the very latest, you should give me a final draft of your proposal
 (Week 6)




(2-3 typed, double-spaced pages).




Your proposal should<a>offer a provisional title (which can always be modified later); 

<b> briefly describe your topic; <c> indicate one or more key issues your paper will address; and <d> explain briefly how you will carry out this project (e.g., what kinds of sources you might read, observa​tions you might carry out, etc.--depending on the nature of your topic).

Week 10:
You are strongly recommended--though not required--to give me a first draft of your essay by this
week.  If you give me your draft by this week, I will return it to you with comments and sugges​tions after Thanks​giving.

Weeks 12-13:
=>
During each of the last two class meetings, time will be set aside so that each of you
(12/6 & 12/13)

can give a brief presentation (10-15 minutes) about your final paper project to the rest of




the class.  (Details will be discussed later in the term.)

Monday, 12/18:
  => Final paper due.

