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GRADUATE SEMINAR IN DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY

This course will examine basic approaches to the study of human develop​ment, draw​ing on both theoretical perspectives and empirical studies, and will use them to trace some key processes in the growth and shaping of individuals from infancy through childhood and adoles​cence.  It will particularly stress the complex ways that individ​ual and sociocultural elements interact in the formation of mind and per​son​ali​ty, including such areas as the relationship between learning and development; the interplay of thought and language; moral development and its socio-emotional contexts; family and peer-group socialization; and issues of identity.  It aims to provide a solid grounding in the essen​tial frameworks and con​cept​ual resources of develop​mental psychology in order to enhance students’ ability to make use of this under​standing in their own work, both scholarly and practical.

READINGS:  Most of the required readings will be drawn from the following books, which are available at the bookstore.

Vivian Paley, Wally's Stories: Conversations in the Kindergarten (Harvard Press)

William Damon, The Moral Child: Nurturing Children's Natural Moral Growth (Free Press)

William Damon, Greater Expectations: Overcoming the Culture of Indulgence in America’s





Homes and Schools (Free Press)

Other readings are available in the Blackboard CourseInfo website.  You can access the Blackboard reader page at http://bb.lehigh.edu or www.ci.lehigh.edu, and the readings are posted under Course Documents.  These readings are marked with an asterisk (*) in the list of reading assign​ments.  (A complete list of the e-reserved readings is given at the end of this syllabus.)  This syllabus and all subsequent handouts will also be posted in the website for this course under Course Information.

************

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  Since this is a graduate seminar, students are expected to attend regularly, keep up with the read​ings, and par​ti​cipate in class discussions.  Active, thoughtful, and informed discussion is a key condition for the vitality and success of the course--and is, therefore, a basic requirement for all class members.  In order to benefit fully from the course (and to fulfill your responsi​bilities to the other members), it is very important that you carefully read and think about the assigned material before each class meeting.

DISCUSSION GROUPS & MEMOS:  To provide a supportive framework for ongoing conversa​tion and reflection about the readings and the issues they raise, members of the class will organize themselves into discussion groups of 2-3 students apiece who will meet each week prior to the regular class meeting to discuss the week's read​ing.  Every week, beginning with the second class meeting (January 27), each group should prepare a memo of about 1-2 pages which:

<1> provides a concise summary or reconstruction of what seems to you to be the main thrust of the week's reading; and
<2> identifies and addresses what you take to be one or more key issues or problems raised by the material.
In addition, each memo should do at least one of the following:

<3> Suggest an issue (or issues) raised by the reading that you think ought to be addressed by the class as a whole.
<4> Many of you are involved in regular classroom observations, field placements, or other off-campus activities in settings with children or adolescents.  Indicate how issues, concepts, and/or arguments in the reading lead you to see these settings in a different light, clarify practical questions about them, or have implications for how the practices you observe ought to be conducted.
The memo for each week should be e-mailed to me by 10 p.m. Sunday night (agn3@lehigh.edu).  Memos must be turned in on time every week.  I will score each memo on a scale of 1-3 (1=poor, 2=adequate, 3=good, & 0=not turned in), and the cumulative score for all the memos during the semester will account for 25% of the course grade.
 -->
CLASS PRESENTATIONS:  In addition, beginning the fifth week (February 17), at most class meet​ings one discussion group will be responsible for intro​ducing the week's assignment with a 

collabora​tively-prepared presentation.  The presentation should consist of a brief, focused, and coherent summary that outlines the main arguments in the readings and clarifies the key issues for further discus​sion by the class as a whole.


Each student is required to participate in preparing and delivering one pres​entation.  For further details, please read (care​fully) the Guidelines for Class Presentations (which I will give you soon).
 -->
PAPERS:  You will write two papers, for which due dates are indicated in the course out​line below.


The first paper will involve writing an essay of 7-8 typed, double-spaced pages in re​sponse to one of several possible topics that I will offer you to choose between.  This will cover Part I of the course (see below), and will be due Monday, March 1.


The second paper (8-10 pages) will be on a topic of your choice (worked out in consultation with me).  As graduate students, I expect that you come to the course with a set of questions and issues in mind that you would like to explore.  Since no course can deal with every relevant issue, or go into great depth on all the issues it does address, you will be given the opportuni​ty to explore some of these more fully by designing a topic that deals with some aspect of cognitive, social, emotional, and/or personality develop​ment in infants, children, and/or adolescents.  Whatever the precise topic, your paper will be expected to take into account both empirical research and conceptual issues in the relevant area; it should also build on the ideas and materials we have considered in the course.  You will first submit a 1-2 page proposal to me stating your intended topic, which is due on Tuesday, April 6.  (It is important to get this in on time, since in some cases it might be necessary to refine or reformulate your topic somewhat); your paper is due on Tuesday, May 4.  (More specific directions will be provided later.) 

Course Grade:

Paper #1:



30%





Paper #2:



30%





Memos:



25%





Class Presentation






 & Class Participation:
15%

************

COURSE OUTLINE AND READINGS

I. THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS: BASIC QUESTIONS, CONCEPTS, AND PROBLEMS
Jan. 20:
What Is Development?  How Should We Understand It? (1)


Introduction & Overview


*Cole & Cole, "The Study of Human Development," pp. 2-15, (skim17-32), 33-43
Jan. 27:
What Is Development?  How Should We Understand It? (2)

Vivian Paley, Wally's Stories
Feb. 3:
Piaget: Constructivism & the Formation of Mind


*Thomas, “Piaget’s Cognitive Development Theory” 


*Piaget, “Development and Learning”
Feb. 10:
Vygotsky: The Sociocultural Formation of Mind

*Thomas, “Vygotsky and the Soviet Tradition”
 
*Vygotsky, “Tool and Symbol in Child Development”

*Vygotsky, “Internalization of Higher Psychological Functions”

*Vygotsky, “Interaction between Learning and Development”

  (Optional)

*Gauvain, “Remembering: The Social Construction of the Past” 
Feb. 17: 
The Acquisition of Language as a (Socially Supported) Constructivist Project

*Hirsch-Pasek & Golinkoff, “Language: The Power of Babble”

*Goldin-Meadow, “Constructing Communication by Hand”

* Dodd & Crosbie, “Language and Cognition: Evidence from Disordered Language”
Feb. 24:
The Cultural Bases of Human Cognition

*Tomasello, “The Key is Social Cognition”

*Tomasello et al., “Cultural Learning”
PAPER #1 (Due Monday, March 1)

II. COGNITIVE & PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT IN SOCIO-CULTURAL CONTEXT:
INTERACTIONS, INSTITUTIONS, CULTURE, AND COMMUNITY
March 2:

Attachment & Personality Development
*Bowlby, “The Role of Attachment in Personality Development” 
  (And choose one to read:)


*Greenberg, “Attachment and Psychopathology in Childhood”

*NICHD ECCRN, “Does Time Spent in Child Care Predict Socioemotional Adjustment
During the Transition to Kindergarten?”

March 9:
<SPRING BREAK>
March 16:

Families, Culture, & Socialization


*Robert A. LeVine, "A Cross-Cultural Perspective on Parenting"


*Robert A. LeVine et al., Child Care and Culture, ch. 10

*Shirley Brice Heath, "What No Bedtime Story Means"

March 23:

The Ecology of Developmental Processes


*Bronfenbrenner, "The Bioecological Model from a Life Course Perspective: 






Reflections of a Participant Observer"

*Bronfenbrenner, “Developmental Ecology through Time and Space: A Future Perspective”

March 30:

Research Examples in an Ecological Perspective

*Brooks-Gunn, “Children in Families in Communities: 






Risk and Intervention in the Bronfenbrenner Tradition”

*Bond et al. “Imagining and Engaging One’s Children: 






Lessons from Poor, Rural New England Mothers”
April 6:

Social Interactions, Peer Groups, & School Adjustment 

*Ladd, Buhs, & Troop, “Children’s Interpersonal Skills & Relationships in School Settings:



Adaptive Significance & Implications for School-Based Prevention & Intervention Programs” 

*Ladd & Troop-Gordon, “The Role of Chronic Peer Difficulties in the Development








of Children’s Psychological Adjustment Problems”
April 13:

Morality, Moral Order, & Individual Development (1)

William Damon, The Moral Child, chs. 1-5

*William Damon, Social and Personality Development:


     ch. 4: "Peer Relations and the Development of Prosocial Behav​ior," 101-103 & 142-144


     ch. 5: "Adult-Child Relations and the Transmission of Culture," 147-151 & 184-188

April 20:

Morality, Moral Order, & Individual Development (2)


*Damon, Greater Expectations:  chs. 6-10
April 27:

Self and Identity—Individual & Collective

*Erikson, “Prologue” to Identity: Youth & Crisis, pp. 15-25 

*Harter, “Self and Identity Development”


*Steinberg et al., “Authoritative Parenting and Adolescent Adjustment: An Ecological Journey”

PAPER #2 (Due Tuesday, May 4)
COMPLETE LIST OF E-RESERVED READINGS
Cole, M. & Cole, S. (1996). “The Study of Human Development” 

(The Development of Children [Freeman], ch. 1, pp. 2-43) 

Thomas, R.M. (2000). “Piaget’s Cognitive Development Theory”

(from Comparing Theories of Child Development [Wadsworth], pp. 245-286)
Piaget, J. (1964). “Development and Learning” (from R.E. Ripple & V.N. Rockcastle, eds., 










Piaget Rediscovered, pp. 7-20)


Thomas, R.M. (2000). “Vygotsky and the Soviet Tradition”

(Comparing Theories of Child Development [Wadsworth], ch. 10, pp. 287-312)
L.S. Vygotsky, Mind and Society [Harvard], chs. 1, 4, & 6 (pp. 19-30, 52-57, 79-91).
Gauvain, M. (2001). “Remembering: The Social Construction of the Past”
(The Social Context of Cognitive Development [Guilford], ch. 5, pp. 102-136) 

Hirsch-Pasek, K. & Golinkoff, R.M. (2003). “Language: The Power of Babble” 




(Einstein Never Used Flash Cards [Rodale], ch. 4, pp. 60-96)

Goldin-Meadow, S. (2002). Constructing communication by hand. Cognitive Development, 17, 1385-1405.

Dodd, B. & Crosbie, S. (2002). “Language and Cognition: Evidence from Disordered Language”


(from U. Goswami, ed., Blackwell Handbook of Childhood Cognitive Development, pp. 470-490)

Tomasello, M. (2003). “The Key is Social Cognition” 


(from D. Gentner & S. Goldin-Meadow, eds., Language in Mind [MIT], pp. 47-57)

Tomasello, M., Kruger, A.C., & Ratner, H.H. (1993). Cultural learning. BBS, 16. 495-511.
Bowlby, J. (1988). “The Role of Attachment in Personality Development” (from A Secure Base: 

Parent-Child Attachment and Healthy Human Development [Basic], Lecture 7, pp. 119-136)
Greenberg, M.T. (1999). “Attachment and Psychopathology in Childhood” 


(from J. Cassidy & P.R. Shaver, eds., Handbook of Attachment [Guilford], pp. 469-496)
NICHD ECCRN (2003). “Does Time Spent in Child Care Predict Socioemotional Adjustment During the Transition to Kindergarten?” Child Development, 74, 976-1005.

LeVine, R.A. (1993) "A Cross-Cultural Perspective on Parenting"

(from R.H. Woz​niak, ed., Worlds of Childhood, pp. 243-254)
Robert A. LeVine et al., Child Care and Culture [1996], ch. 10 (pp. 247-274)

Heath, S.B. (1986). "What No Bedtime Story Means: Narrative Skills at Home and School"

(from B. Schieffelin & E. Ochs, eds., Language Socialization Across Cultures, pp. 97-124)

Bronfenbrenner, U. (1993) "The Ecology of Human Development" (Woz​niak, ed., Worlds of Childhood, 29-33)

Bronfenbrenner, U. (1996). "The Bioecological Model from a Life Course Perspective: Reflections of 

a Participant Observer" (from P. Moen et al., eds. Examining Lives in Context, pp. 599-618)

Bronfenbrenner, U. (1996). “Developmental Ecology through Time and Space: A Future Perspective”



(from P. Moen et al., eds. Examining Lives in Context, pp. 619-647)

Brooks-Gunn, J. (1996). “Children in Families in Communities: Risk and Intervention in the


Bronfenbrenner Tradition” (from P. Moen et al., eds. Examining Lives in Context, pp. 467-519)
Bond, L.A., et al. (1996 “Imagining and Engaging One’s Children: Lessons from Poor, Rural New England Mothers” 

(from S. Harkness & C.M. Super, eds., Parents’ Cultural Belief Systems [Guilford], pp. 467-495)
Ladd, G.W., Buhs, E.S., & Troop, W. (2002). ch. 20 “Children’s Interpersonal Skills and Relationships in
   School Settings: Adaptive Significance and Implications for School-Based Prevention & Intervention Programs”     (from P.K. Smith & C.H. Hart, eds., Blackwell Handbook of Childhood Social Development, pp. 394-415)

Ladd, G.W. & Troop-Gordon, W. (2003). “The Role of Chronic Peer Difficulties in the Development of




Children’s Psychological Adjustment Problems”. Child Development, 74, 1344-1367.

Damon, W. (1983).  Ch. 4  “Peer Relations …” (pp. 101-103 & 142-144)




      Ch. 5  “Adult-Child Relations…” (pp. 147-151 & 184-188)

(from Social and Personality Development [Norton])

Erikson, Erik (1968) "Prologue" (from Identity: Youth and Crisis, pp. 15-25)

Harter, S. (1990). “Self and Identity Development”  (from S.S. Feldman & G.R. Elliott, eds., At the Threshold:





The Developing Adolescent [Harvard], pp. 352-387)

Steinberg, L. et al. (1996). “Authoritative Parenting and Adolescent Adjustment: An Ecological Journey”

(from P. Moen et al., eds. Examining Lives in Context, pp. 423-466)

