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THE CHILD IN MODERN SOCIETY

This course will examine the experience of childhood in modern society and the ways that this experience is culturally defined and socially organized.  In the process, we will simultaneously be addressing, and trying to integrate, three sorts of questions:  (1)  What is "childhood"?  How can we distinguish those aspects of it that are universal from those that are socio-culturally variable, and how can we most usefully grasp the interplay of individual and socio-cultural elements in human development?  (2)  What is "modern society"?  What are the key features of modern societies that make them distinctively "modern," and how do these features affect the social organization of child​hood and our changing conceptions of both children and child-rearing?  (3)  What are the similar​ities and differences between patterns of child-rearing in different "modern" societ​ies; and how does the experience of childhood differ along lines of gender, class, ethnicity and so on within specific societies, particularly American society?  Pursuing these issues will involve locating child-rearing institutions (such as the family and formal education) in their wider social context, and placing them in compara​tive and historical perspect​ive.  


The approach of the course is interdisciplinary, and it will draw on both theoreti​cal treatments and empirical studies (includ​ing historical and ethno​graph​ic analyses).  Its larger aim is to help students develop a theoretically, historical​ly, and culturally informed perspective on childhood and human dev​el​op​ment which they can bring to bear, now and later, in thinking about the dilemmas that confront children and families in modern societies.

READINGS:  Most of the required readings will be drawn from the following books, which are available at the College Bookstore:

Toni Morrison, The Bluest Eye (Washington Square)

Philippe Ariès, Centuries of Childhood: A Social History of Family Life (Vintage)

Lawrence Stone, The Family, Sex and Marriage in England 1500-1800 (Harper)

Joseph Tobin et al., Preschool in Three Cultures: Japan, China, and the United States (Yale)

Shirley Brice Heath, Ways With Words: Language, Life, and Work







in Communities and Classrooms (Cambridge)

The other assigned readings have been included in a xeroxed reader, which should be purchased from a local photocopy store (to be announced in class).  Xeroxed read​ings are marked with an asterisk (*) in the list of reading assign​ments.

Robert Levine & Merry White, "Revolution in Parenthood"


(from M. Woodhead, P. Light, & R. Carr, eds., Growing up in a Changing Society, pp. 3-25)

William Kessen, "The American Child and Other Cultural Inventions"


(from M. Woodhead, P. Light, & R. Carr, eds., Growing up in a Changing Society, pp. 26-36)

Martin Woodhead, "Psychology and the Cultural Construction of ‘Children's Needs’" 

(from M. Woodhead, P. Light, & R. Carr, eds., Growing up in a Changing Society, pp. 37-53)

Peter Smith & Helen Cowie, "Bronfenbrenner's Ecological Model of Human Develop​ment" 

(from Under​standing Children's Develop​ment, pp. 8-9)

Jerome Kagan, "The Child in the Family"  (from A.S. Rossi et al.[Eds.], The Family, pp. 33-56)

John Demos, "Images of the Family, Then and Now"  (from Past, Present, and Personal, pp. 24-40)

Peter Berger et al., The Homeless Mind: Modernization and Consciousness: Introduction, chs. 3 & 8

Nancy Chodorow, The Reproduction of Mothering: chs. 1-3 & 11-12, Afterword 

Nancy Chodorow, "Family Structure and Feminine Personality"



(from Feminism and Psychoanalytic Theory, pp. 45-65)

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  Students are expected to keep up with the read​ings and participate in class discussions.  To facilitate and enhance the class discus​sions, every student should come to class each Monday with one or two writ​ten questions and/or ideas pertaining to the readings that they would like the class to address.  

  In addition, starting week 9 each class meeting will begin with a collabor​atively-prepared presentation by a team of 2-3 students that will introduce the assigned reading.  Each team will do two presentations.  (Class members will be organized into teams during the first part of the semester; I will try to take your preferences into ac​count.  Early in the semester I will also distribute Guide​lines for Class Presentations.)  Approx​imately 40% of the grade will be based on class partici​pa​tion, includ​ing about 30% for presentations.  

  As a trial run for the collaborative preparation of presentations, students will be organized into teams by the second week of the course, and each team will write a brief synopsis of one of the following readings from weeks 2-3:  those by Levine & White, Kessen, Woodhead, or Kagan.  (If these teams work out well, they can stay together for the presentations later on.)  The synopsis should provide a clear, coherent, and focused reconstruction of the main argu​ments in the reading, and should identify and clarify the central issues it raises.  Your synopsis will be due at the end of week 3 (9/25), and will account for 10% of the course grade.  For further details, please read (carefully) the Guidelines for Synopses of Readings distributed with this syllabus.  

  There will be a take-home midterm and a take-home final (weighted 25% apiece); each will involve writing an essay in response to one of several ques​​tions.  (The take-home midterm will prob​ably be handed out during week 7 and will be due at the begin​ning of week 9.  The final will be handed out during the last week of classes and will be due Monday, December 21.)  All this is subject to slight variation.


Course Grade:

Take-Home Midterm Exam:

25%






Take-Home Final Exam:


25%






Synopsis of Reading:


10%






Class Presentations:



30%






Other Class Participation:

10%


COURSE OUTLINE AND READINGS
Week 1 (W: 9/9): 
Introduction and Overview




  I:  CHILDHOOD AS A SOCIO-CULTURAL PHENOMENON:


FRAMING THE PROBLEM
Weeks 2-3:


(M: 9/14):
Morrison, The Bluest Eye, pp. 7-160

(9/16-9/21):
*Levine & White, "Revolution in Parenthood"




*Kessen, "The American Child and Other Cultural Inventions"




*Woodhead, "Psychology and the Cultural Construction of `Children's 





Needs'"

(9/23):

*Smith & Cowie, "Bronfenbrenner's Ecological Model of Human Develop​ment"



*Kagan, "The Child in the Family"


<SYNOPSIS DUE: Friday, 9/25>
II: MODERN SOCIETY, THE MODERN FAMILY,

AND THE DISCOVERY OF CHILDHOOD
Weeks 4-5:
Ariès, Centuries of Childhood:





Introduction (pp. 9-13)





Part One: "The Idea of Childhood" 








 (pp. 15-61, last two para​graphs on 99, 100-133)





Part Two: "Scholastic Life," ch. 8 & Conclusion (pp. 315-336)





Part Three: "The Family" (pp. 339-407)





Conclusion (pp. 411-415)

Weeks 5-6:
Stone, The Family, Sex and Marriage:





Part One:  "Introduction," ch. 1 (pp. 21-24) & ch. 2 (pp. 54-66)





Part Two:  "The Open Lineage Family," ch. 3





Part Three: "The Restricted Patriarchal Nuclear Family," 









ch. 4 & ch. 5 (pp. 145-146)





Part Four: "The Closed Domesticated Nuclear Family," 








  ch. 6, ch. 7 (pp. 181-191), 








  ch. 8 (pp. 217-224, 245-253), ch. 9 (pp. 254-285)





Part Six:  "Conclusio​n," ch. 13




*Demos, "Images of the Family, Then and Now"

Week 7:

*Peter Berger et al., The Homeless Mind: Introduction, chs. 3 & 8


TAKE-HOME MIDTERM

II:   FAMILY AND SOCIALIZATION:  THE FORMATION OF PERSONALITY
AND THE REPRODUCTION OF SOCIAL STRUCTURE
Week 8:

*Chodorow, The Reproduction of Mothering, pp. 3-54


<PRESENTATIONS BEGIN>
Week 9:
(11/2):

*Chodorow, "Family Structure and Feminine Personality"






(from Feminism and Psychoanalytic Theory, pp. 45-65)

(11/4):

*Chodorow, The Reproduction of Mothering, pp. 173-219

III: CONTEMPORARY IMAGES OF CHILDHOOD AND MODES OF
CHILD-REARING IN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE
Week 10:
(11/9):

Tobin et al., Preschool in Three Cultures, chs. 1-2

(11/11):

Tobin et al., Preschool in Three Cultures, ch. 3

Week 11:
(11/16):

Tobin et al., Preschool in Three Cultures, ch. 4-5







[video and discussion; no presenta​tion]
(11/18):

Tobin et al., Preschool in Three Cultures, chs. 4-5  [presentation and discussion]
IV: CLASS, ETHNICITY, CULTURE, AND EDUCATION IN THE UNITED STATES:
SOME EXPLORATORY CONSIDERATIONS
Week 12:
(11/23):

Heath, Ways with Words, pp. 1-72

Weeks 13:
(11/30):

Heath, Ways with Words, pp. 73-148

(12/2):

Heath, Ways with Words, pp. 149-235

Week 14:
(12/7):

Heath, Ways with Words, pp. 236-314

(12/9):

Heath, Ways with Words, pp. 315-369 

Week 15 (12/14):

(Conclusions, Reflections, and Loose Ends)


TAKE-HOME FINAL EXAM (DUE MONDAY, 12/21)

Guidelines for Synopses of Readings

During the semester you will participate in writing a collaboratively-prepared synopsis of one of the required readings.  These synopses will be jointly produced by teams of 2-3 students each, who will meet to discuss the read​ings before writing them up together.  Aside from being important in its own right, preparing this synopsis should be useful to you as a trial run toward collaborative work on class presentations later in the semester; and the process of discussing the material with the other team members in order to reach a common understanding is as important as the final product.  (In fact, it would be useful if you continued meeting together to discuss the class material.)


I will organize the members of the class into teams during the first week of the semester, after I have received your sign-up sheets.  (These ask you to list your Residence House at Smith--if you happen to live in one of these--and I will try to group people living at the same address or nearby.)  If some of you know that you would like to work together, please let me know by Monday of the second week, and I will try to accommodate you.  


The synopsis should be 2-3 typed, double-spaced pages.  (The maximum length is a firm limit.)


The synopsis will count a total of 10% toward your overall course grade.


*********

Now let me emphasize some specific guidelines regarding the synopsis:

 -->
Your synopsis should not consist of a list of scattered or disconnect​ed points that happened to catch your attention.  Your key aim should be to develop a clear, coherent, and focused reconstruction of the central argument in each of the assigned readings.  


A reconstruction is not simply a summary:  Try to condense the central logic of the argument (rather than just repeating everything the author says); and try to bring out and clarify the most central and important ideas (as opposed to relatively secondary or peripheral ones).

 -->
Again, this synopsis is intended to be a joint effort; part of the value of this procedure lies in having the team members discuss the material and reach a common understand​ing of it before writing it up.  What you are required to present is a joint analysis that you have worked out together.  (If you have any doubts or queries, please feel free to consult with me before writing your synopsis.)

