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CHILD DEVELOPMENT

This course will examine basic approaches to the study of human develop​ment, drawing on both theoretical frameworks and empirical studies, and will use them to trace some key processes in the growth and shaping of individuals from infancy through adoles​cence.  Focusing on the complex interplay of physical, cogni​tive, socio-emotional, and personality development, it will particularly stress the ways that individual and socio-cultural elements interact in the formation of mind, the emergence of the self, and the defini​tion and reproduction of cul​ture.

READINGS:  The required readings will be drawn from the following book, which are available at the bookstore:

   Laura E. Berk, Infants, Children, and Adolescents, 4rd edition (Allyn & Bacon, 2002)

   DeLoache, J.S. et al., Current readings in Child Development (Allyn & Bacon, 1998)

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  This course cannot be taken for a PASS/FAIL grade.

Students are expected to keep up with the read​ings and participate in class discussions.  Doing the readings carefully and on time is very important.

   There will be three in-class midterms and a final exam, each worth about 25% of the course grade.

You are responsible for taking all four exams during the scheduled times.  Any exception must be approved by me (Ageliki Nicolopoulou) IN ADVANCE of the exam.  Please note that talking with a secretary, calling or leaving a message, e-mailing, etc. is not sufficient.  You must obtain my permission beforehand to re-schedule an exam.  Otherwise, failure to take an exam as scheduled will result in an automatic no credit for that exam.

  Attendance is strongly advised, and regular attendance will be rewarded.

Course Grade:

In-class Midterm #1:
 

25%





In-class Midterm #2: 


25%





In-class Midterm #3: 


25%





Final Exam:




25%

Academic Integrity: I expect that all students will uphold the standards of academic integrity explained in the Student Handbook. Any student who is found cheating on any exams in this course will receive no credit for that work. Further action will also be taken if necessary.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:  If you think you may need any special accommodations for a disability, please contact Academic Support Services in the Dean of Students office for evaluation. They will provide a letter specifying what accommodations, if any, are appropriate. Accommodations cannot be made without this letter.
· This syllabus has been posted in the Blackboard webpage for this course under <Course Information>.  You can access the Blackboard page at hhtp://bb.lehigh.edu or www.ci.lehigh.edu. 

COURSE OUTLINE AND READINGS


I. BASIC QUESTIONS, CONCEPTS, AND PROBLEMS
Weeks 1-2
1/20:

  Introduction & Overview

1/22-1/27:

Berk, ch. 1: "History, Theory, and Research Strategies"



DeLoache et al., Article 1: “Children of the Garden Island”

1/29


Berk, ch. 2: "Biological and Environmental Foundations"

II. THE LONG MARCH FROM INFANCY
Weeks 3-7

2/3:


Berk, ch. 3: "Prenatal Development"



DeLoache et al., Article 3: “Mothers’ Alcohol consumption during pregnancy: 







Effects on spatial-visual reasoning in 14-year-old children”
2/5


Berk, ch. 4: "Birth and the Newborn Baby" 

    FEBRUARY 10:   MIDTERM #1 (in-class)




2/12:


Berk, ch. 5: "Physical Development in Infancy and Toddlerhood"




DeLoache et al., Article 12: “Becoming a Native Listener”




DeLoache et al., Article 6: “Nutrition and Child Development: More food for thought”

2/17-2/19:

Berk, ch. 6: "Cognitive Development in Infancy and Toddlerhood"




DeLoache et al., Article 2: “Cultural variations in infants’ sleeping arrangements:







Questions of Independence” 

2/24/2-26:

Berk, ch. 7: "Emotional and Social Development in Infancy and Toddlerh​ood"



DeLoache et al., Article 14: “Temperament and the reactions to unfamiliarity”
3/2:


Berk, ch. 6: "Cognitive Development in Infancy and Toddlerhood" (review pp. 238-248)
    MARCH 4:       MIDTERM #2 (in-class)
3/9-3/11
<SPRING BREAK>


III. EARLY CHILDHOOD: 
CULTURE, INSTITUTIONS, AND INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT
Weeks 9-11
3/16:


Berk, ch. 8: "Physical Development in Early Childhood,"

3/18-3/23:

Berk, ch. 9: "Cognitive Development in Early Childhood"




DeLoache et al. Article 10: “The psychological and social origins of autobiographical memory”

3/25-3/30:

Berk, ch. 10: "Emotional and Social Development in Early Childhood"



DeLoache et al. Article 11: ‘I hardly cried when I got my shot!”

IV. MIDDLE CHILDHOOD AND PREADOLESCENCE:


MATURATION, FORMAL EDUCATION, AND PEER CULTURE
Weeks 12-13
4/1:


Berk, ch. 11: "Physical Development in Middle Childhood," 

    APRIL 6:     MIDTERM #3 (in-class)

4/8:


Berk, ch. 12: "Cognitive Development in Middle Childhood"




DeLoache et al, Article 16: “Developmental Change in Children’s







Assessment of Intellectual Competence

4/13-4/15:

Berk, ch. 13: "Emotional and Social Development in Middle Childhood"




DeLoache et al, Article 23: “A developmental Perspective on Antisocial Behavior”




DeLoache et al, Article 24: Peer rejection: Origins and effects on children’s development”

V. ADOLESCENCE: IDENTITY AND DIFFERENCE
Weeks 14-15
4/20:


Berk, ch. 14: "Physical Development in Adolescence"

4/22:


Berk, ch. 15: "Cognitive Development in Adolescence"




DeLoache et al. Article 25:  “Changes in adolescents’ daily interactions with their families 
4/27-4/29:

Berk, ch. 16: "Emotional and Social Development in Adolescence"




DeLoache et al. Article 17: “Children’s reasoning about interpersonal and moral conflicts”

<FINAL EXAMINATION> (during exam week)


******************************************


PSYC 107:  IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER




2/10:

MIDTERM #1 (in-class)




3/4:

MIDTERM #2 (in-class)




4/6:

MIDTERM #3 (in-class)



Exam week:
FINAL EXAMINATION

