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Financial Services Laboratory 

Lesson ECO 003 

For Money & Banking 

 

Designed by: David H. Myers and J. Richard Aronson 

Topic: Data Collection and Analysis 

 

Learning objective: Collect and analyze real world financial and macroeconomic data. 

 

Description:  

This module is to assist students in the collection of data for the MARKET WATCH 

semester long assignment.  In the FSL and on the web, students will locate and download 

data for stock indices, interest rates, currencies, money supply, and economic 

performance.   

FSL computers & Thomson ONE 

• Open laptop, turn on.  Login is Administrator with no password (password field is 

blank) to Windows only (the box for Workstation only should be checked) 

 

• For most of your data collection you will want to save an EXCEL file to the H:\ 

drive.  To do this you must use WIRED LOGIN.  After entering your Lehigh ID 

and Password, you must click on Login. 

 

 
 

• To open ThomsonONE, click on the ThomsonONE icon. 

Stock Prices 

To access market data through Thomson ONE, click on the CHARTS tab.  In the upper 

left corner enter the appropriate ticker symbol.  If you need to find a ticker or symbol, use 

the TOOLS-SYMBOL BOOK tabs. 

 



Page 2 

Once the chart has appeared you can change to a spreadsheet data view, by clicking on 

the spreadsheet icon.  You also have the ability to change the time periods from 1 minute 

to monthly data.  Use closing prices as your price quotes. 

 
 

Index or Stock Ticker Symbol 

Dow Jones Industrial Average .DJIA 

London FT 100 UKX-LN 

NASDAQ .NCOMP-O 

JPMorganChase JPM 

 

Interest Rates 

Within Thomson ONE, the interest rate information can be found under the BONDs tab.  

For Federal Funds Rates and Discount Rate go to the BENCHMARKS tab (see below).  

• Prime Rate 

• 3 month T-bill (symbol is US.03M or TFFD3_MO-GA. 

 
Corporate bond rates and municipal bond rates are available for individual securities in 

the BOND SEARCH tab. 
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• Treasury bond rates (spot) can be found either on the US TREAS tab or by 

clicking through the IFR tab and then BOND DATA-AMERICAS-YIELD 

CURVE ANALYSIS.  The result is shown below. 

 
Thomson ONE- IFR tab and then BOND DATA-AMERICAS-YIELD CURVE ANALYSIS-YIELD CURVE HISTORY 

Commodities 

One place to find commodity prices is the New York Mercantile Exchange web site:  

• Gold at http://www.nymex.com/jsp/markets/gol_fut_cso.jsp 

• Light Sweet Crude Oil at http://www.nymex.com/jsp/markets/lsco_fut_cso.jsp 

Currency Values 

Foreign currency information can be found in Thomson ONE under the CURRENCY 

tab.  For spot rates, go to the FOREX or FX SPOT tabs.  The British pound is GBP.  The 

Japanese yen is JPY.  The Euro is EUR.  Data is also available through the CHARTING 

tab with the appropriate symbols. 

 

 
 

For forward rates, go to the FX FORWARD tab 
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Monetary Aggregates 

The best for monetary information is the Federal Reserve at 

www.federalreserve.gov/releases.  

• M1, M2 are H.6 data. 

• Monetary Base and Total Reserves are H.3 data. 
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Economic Performance 

Most of the economic performance data is publish through the Department of Labor 

(www.dol.gov, see the bottom of this page for CPI) or the Bureau of Economic Advisors 

(www.bea.doc.gov/bea/dn1.htm for GDP). 

 

 
 

The Index of Leading Economic Indicators is now published by the Conference Board 

and is only available through subscription.  The Conference Board web site does have a 

graph of the index cycling at http://www.conference-board.org/economics/index.cfm.  If 

you want to calculate the index the most recent weights are at 

http://www.globalindicators.org/us/LatestReleases/. 

 


