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Intro to blogs

What is a blog?

(n.) Short for Web log, a blog is a Web page that
serves as a publicly accessible personal journal
for an individual. Typically updated daily, blogs
often reflect the personality of the author.

(v.) To author a Web log.

http://Amww.pcwebopedia.com/ TERM/b/blog.html

\ Some vocab

Blogger — author of a blog %&t
D&%~

Blogosphere — a.k.a. World Live Web, te
world of blogs

Photoblog — blog of photos

Moblogging — to blog using a mobile device
(either PDAs or cell phones)

Blogs appear to be static web pages, however
they are pages that are updated regularly.

To blog or not to blog?

Why blog?
To express one’s opinions, an outlet
To present info, happenings, links, photos
To promote or market
To communicate or discuss

| Bloggers, the opinionated

f The opinion of the author
f Most blogs have a focus or a shtick

f Represents the author’s interests or
profession

f See the “about” or profile or bio section




| LibrarySuff.net

Librarystuff.net
is maintained by
Steven Cohen,
who is an editor
of PubSub
Concepts and a
library scientist,
aswell asa
veteran blogger
for technology
and librarianship

\ Resourcehef.com

Gary Price, an
electronic librarian,
uses his“blog” asa

newsletter to convey
resource news to
information
professionals. Heis
aso one of the
blogosphere’s most <
read authors.

| Blogs asjournas

However some blogs are merely a type of diary

or a scrapbook of memories.

¥

| Jessamyn talks about her day

A photoblog

| Expanding the blogosphere

Either way, an author can choose to include
articles or links relating to the subject of their
blog or that day's particular entry.




| Links, links, links

Time warp!

| These things are awesome!

Blogs can be interactive
Readers comment on posts
Authors/other readers can respond to the comments
The conversation begins

\ Blogs are archives, too!

Blogs are archives of past blog entries
and are in reverse chronological order
(most recent appears first).

' Linksto the Archives of past entries

{

| I nteractivity on blogs




\ Discusson viareaders comments

s
o

A collaborative weblog

It's contagious!

The more traffic a blog gets, the bigger the
discussion usually is, thus bringing together a
variety of views and resources.

' Sowhat's blogging got to do with me?

Blogs have A LOT to do with librarianship
They help you keep current
They can inform and educate

They can help you (to help others) break down
that digital divide

| Blogs are bresking news

| Blogs are pushing the envelope




' Read blogs

To stay informed on the current trends in the
profession

To read opinions
To access resources...links, articles

To be connected to other info, people,
organizations, or ideas

A blog for your library?

Blogs can be used internally
[ Keep employees up-to-date
f Archives as good reference material

f Employees can communicate to each other
Get feedback from coworkers
Conversations are called “threads”

| ...Just like message boards

| Blogs for marketing your library

Or externally

f Announcements to the community
Library hours/special closings
New resources, subscriptions, acquisitions
Workshops, training sessions, speakers
Introduce new staff to the community
f Librarians/library staff can communicate to
patrons in a team blog

\Hearye!

'Now that you're hooked...

Create a blog

f Using blogging software such as Blogger
f A template but is customizable

f Easy as filling out an online form




| Blog software example

©<_-

' The Bad

Cons:

f Redundant

f Obsolete

f Trivial

f Misinformation in the form of rumors or bias

\ Wires of news sories

\ The Good

Pros:

f Timely

f Gets to the point
[ Easy to skim

f Contextualized
f What's “hot”

'RSS

RDF site summary, rich site summary, or really
simple syndication

an XML format for syndicating Web content. A
Website that wants to allow other sites to publish
some of its content creates an RSS document and
registers the document with an RSS publisher. A
user that can read RSS-distributed content can use
the content on a different site.

http:/mww.webopedia.com/ TERM/R/RSS html

'RSS relationship to blogs

Use as a tool to receive updates from blogs; content
comes to subscriber

Subscribe only to the sites you want to read with a
news reader or aggregator

Can utilizes web software or hard drive space




| Aggregator example: Kinja

s
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| Aggregator example: Bloglines

| Aggregator example: FeedReader

| Aggregator example: Pluck

LI SFeeds

One place to read library news headlines from
240 blogs

’ Whét to look for

Blog + Aggregator = Now what?




| RSS capability

| RSS capability

| RSS capability

| RDF: Resource Description
Framework

| It gets easier!

!!

' RSSfeeds on your handheld

Sunrise can be downloaded for free from
PalmGear and converts websites and
newsfeeds for offline reading

Stand Alone, inc makes Quick News for Palm
(O}S)

Ticker is another software for PDAs




| Blog search engines

Daypop
Technorati

Waypath

BlogStreet, also is an aggregator
IceRocket, has a web search engine too
Blogdex, a research project run out of MIT

| Library Weblog Directories

By Libdex
By dmoz, the open directory project

’ Stesof interest with feeds

Information Today

Library Juice
LISNews.com

Research Buzz

’BIogsareSD in!

Blogs in the news:
Blog Interrupted
Blogs look burly after kicking sand on CBS
Blogs Play a Role in Homeland Security
A Political Blogger, Untamed, Rattles Cages in D.C.

Teen Blogger Turns Heads Online
The Seven-Year-Old Bloggers

| Blogsto look out for

LIScareer News

NFAIS: A Current Awareness Weblog for the
Information Community

Official Blog of the Public Library Association

PLA
RSSA4Lib: Innovative ways libraries use RSS

'Haven't had enough?

Further reading on blogs:
Adminblog: Other (academic) uses for blogs
A Beginner's Guide to Blogging with MovableType
A Blogging Backgrounder
Blogging and Internal Communications
Bloglines for Librarians in Three (and a half) Easy Steps
Delivering the News With Blogs: the Georgia State University Library Experience
Enhancing Internal Communications with Blogs, Wikis, and More
Get ‘Em Started—Teaching Weblogs to Staff
How Blogs Work
Making the most of the Blogosphere [ppt]
Staying Ahead of Your Patrons With Weblogs and RSS
TalkLeft, Boing Boing, and Scrappleface: The Phenomenon of Weblogs and their
Impact on Library Technical Services
UWinnipeg Library is a Bloggin©
We Blog: Publishing Online with Weblogs
Weblogs in a Nutshell
What Libraries Are Doing With Blogs




Further reading on RSS

It all began with RSS

Personalized RSS For Your Patrons - Project Bluebird Launched!
RSS help for your library

Seattle Public Library? You Have Been RSSified!!

Seven Steps to Using RSS

Two Libraries that are Utilizing RSS in Special Ways

' Condusion and Quesdtions

Conclusion
Q & A Session
Questions?

Thank you!
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