
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER 2008  
 

August 14 th  ð August 22 nd 

 

 

 
 

 
Course Option:  

 

ECO 195: Microfinance Immersion Seminar (1 credit)  

Pre-requisite: Eco1  

 
 

Program Coordinators:  

Professor Todd Watkins  

Economics, Martindale Center  

Phone: 610-758-4954 - Email: taw4@lehigh.edu  

 

 
Submit Application to:  

Study Abroad ñLehigh University  

32 Sayre Drive, Coxe Hall  

Bethlehem, PA  18015  

Phone: 610-758-3351 - Fax: 610-758-5156 

Email: studyabroad@lehigh.edu  

 

Lehigh in PERU 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Program Information  
 

 

Peru has probably the worldôs most diverse, competitive and innovative microfinance 

organizations. Thus, over the course of ten days, students will be able to gain exposure to a wide 

range of organizational structures and variations in lending methodologies. They will interact 

with an array of Peruvian MFIs and regulatory institutions and meet with staff and their 

(generally very poor) clients in urban areas as well as in small, rural communities. Students 

thereby will observe all aspects of the lending process, especially the solidarity group lending 

approach unique to microfinance; view first-hand the range of entrepreneurial microenterprises 

financed by microcredit, interact with microfinance clients and hear their personal stories of how 

microfinance is affecting their businesses and lives. In the process, students should gain 

invaluable understandings of the challenges faced by the economically-active poor, and also learn 

about a range of issues facing the poor in developing nations, including health care and education. 

Students will see for themselves how microfinance, widely regarded as the most promising 

approach to the alleviation of poverty among the economically-active in the developing world, 

has changed the lives of the poor significantly through actively enabling entrepreneurship. 

 

The trip should provide an invaluable opportunity for reflecting on the causes of poverty as 

well as possible solutions and foster better understanding of Peruvian life, culture, and language.  
 

 

 

 

 



TRAVEL INFORMATION  

 
IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENTS  

 

Each student must have her/his own PASSPORT  which is valid for the entir e time 

outside of the country.  You are responsible for obtaining this document.  Please note that 

it may take up to 8 weeks to process an application for a U.S.  passport.  Students not 

holding U.S. citizenship should consult with the embassy in Washington,  D.C., as soon as 

possible. 

 

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS  

 

 All travelers will fly together, leaving from Newark Airport.  Each traveler must 

provide their own transportation to and from Newark Airport.  There will be flights within 

Peru, from Lima to Puno, Puno to  Cusco and Cusco back to Lima.  The cost of all flights is 

included in the total program price .  

 

ACCOMMODATIONS  

 

 The group will be staying at modest -priced hotels throughout the trip.  Double 

occupancy will be arranged, as possible.  Persons requesting a  single room will have an 

additional cost, beyond the total program price.  



Student Understanding and Agreement 
Lehigh Study Abroad 

Winter and Summer Study Abroad Programs 
 

Reference in this document to Lehigh and its agents shall include the legal guardians or other adults responsible for the applicant or 
participant. Reference to program shall include the host institution abroad and its staff, faculty, or agents responsible for the 
applicant or participant.  The terms student, applicant, participant, and ôyouõ are used interchangeably.  
 

COST AND PAYMENTS 
 

1.  DEPOSIT AND PAYMENT:  A $200 non-refundable deposit is due at the time of application payable by check (to 
Lehigh University) or credit card (in the Bursarõs office only).  Upon acceptance into the program, the balance of the 
program cost will be billed with full payment due by the date on the invoice.  The deposit is transferable to another 
program running concurrent with the program to which the student applied, however it is not transferable to a program 
running during a different year or a different term.  The only circumstance under which a deposit will be refunded is 
if the student is not accepted into the program by programõs director(s).  
 

2.  ACCEPTANCE:  Once a student applies to a study abroad program, the student is deemed to agree to enroll in the 
program for which the student applied, if the studentõs application is accepted.  Program directors may elect to require 
interviews, written statements, or both, before making the decision to accept a student, even if either or both are not  
 

3.  PROGRAM COST: (Tentative*) $ 2,750. This includes tuition for 1 credit and double occupancy room for the nights 
of August 14-23. The cost also includes in-country transportation related to the program, an International Student ID 
card, use of the program facilities, field trips, and group excursions. Not included in the program cost are some meals, 
laundry, personal expenses, personal travel, and costs such as extra nights lodging and meals due to unforeseen events.    * 
Housing costs and other costs are reasonable estimates at this time. Final billing will reflect any changes in cost. 
 

4.  BALANCE DUE:  Billing will occur as usual, with tuition bills coming from the Lehigh University Bursarõs Office.  All 
tuition payment policies apply as usual.   
 

5.  WITHDRAWAL:  By completion of the application, the student is deemed enrolled in the program. Students will be 
charged for all non-recoverable funds Lehigh University has committed on a studentõs behalf. Lehigh must often 
undertake substantial financial commitment on behalf of students prior to the beginning of study abroad programs.  To 
withdraw from the program, the student must notify the Study Abroad Office in writing .  Students will be charged for all 
unrecoverable funds Lehigh has committed on the studentõs behalf, including but not limited to airfare and housing costs.  
Students are responsible for purchasing their own trip interruption/cancellation insurance.  The deposit submitted at 
the time of application is non-refundable.  
 

6.  DISMISSAL PRIOR TO DEPARTURE:  If a student applicantõs conduct after application to the program leads to 
disciplinary probation, the student will be dropped from the program and will forfeit the deposit as well as any 
unrecoverable money Lehigh has committed on behalf of the student up to the date of dismissal.  If a student is dismissed 
from the program at any point after the program starts, the student will be billed the full cost of the program (i.e., no 
refund will be given). 
 

7. PROGRAM CANCELLATION:  See the Lehigh Study Abroad office website for full details on Lehighõs cancellation 
policy.   
 

REQUIREMENTS AND COMPETENCIES 
 

1.  ELIGIBILITY:  Participants must be registered as full-time students in college level courses the semester prior to 
studying abroad.  Students must be in good academic standing at the time of application to the program.  Students may 
not be on disciplinary probation the semester prior to participation, or during program.  Studentsõ behavior reflects on 
Lehigh University. All studentsõ disciplinary histories are reviewed prior to approval to study abroad, and those whose 
records indicate a history of inappropriate conduct should expect to have their cases reviewed in depth by the Dean of 
Students office and the Study Abroad office. Such records will be considered in the final decision about whether a 
student may study abroad.   If you have been on disciplinary probation at Lehigh in the past, please check here ____. 
If you are currently  on disciplinary probation, check here ____. In either case, please attach an explanation. In rare 
cases, some eligibility standards may be petitioned. 
 

2.  COMPETENCIES:  In order to be able to participate in credit-bearing activities conducted off-campus, a student must 
demonstrate the competencies outlined below. Inability to demonstrate these competencies at any point may result in a 
review of student participation by the appropriate faculty/staff at Lehigh.  Questions concerning this may be directed to 
the Director of the Study Abroad office, Neil McGurty or the Associate Dean of Students, Susan Lantz.   



a. Ability to be flexible and adapt to the new circumstances presented.  Navigate independently and/or 
appropriately in a new and /or unfamiliar environment. (Ex: live with a host family; use urban/rural 
public transportation systems.) 

b. Ability to be responsible for all known medical and psychological needs prior to participation in credit-
bearing off-campus activity, as well as the ability to be functionally stable for at least six months prior to 
participation. 

c. Capacity to respect the host culture and its different language(s), values, customs, belief systems.  
d. Knowledge of, and willingness to uphold, reasonable and appropriate standards for living and learning 

environments.  
My signature here indicates that I meet the competencies listed above, and I understand that if at any point evidence arises demonstrating that I 
cannot fulfill or meet these basic competencies, my case will be subject to review by the appropriate faculty/staff at Lehigh University.        

Student Signature: Date: 
 

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL  
 

1.  AIRLINE RESERVATIONS:  Programs generally offer group flights when a sufficient number of students wish to take 
the flight.  Students may make their own travel arrangements if they prefer.  Students pay the cost of airfare directly to 
Lehighõs travel service group if they take a group flight or to the vendor of their choice if they make their own travel 
arrangements. 
 

2.  IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENTS: Each student must have his/her own PASSPORT which is valid for at least six 
months beyond the last day of the program.  Participants are responsible for obtaining this document; forms may be 
obtained at www.travel.state.gov.  Please note that it may take up to 8 weeks to process an application for a U.S. 
passport.  Indicate whether you have a passport, or are currently in the process of applying for a passport:    
.     
Have:   Applying:  Todayõs date:  

 

3.  VISAS:  Obtaining proper study/travel visas is the responsibility of the participant, unless the program brochure states 
otherwise. Students must be aware that obtaining visas may be a lengthy process involving persistence and attention to 
detail.  Costs associated with visas are the participantõs responsibility.  
 

4. WEB REGISTRATION:  Participants agree to register their international travel prior to departure on Banner (under 
òPersonal Informationó). Directions will be sent to participants, and students must register by the deadline stated in the 
directions.  
 

CONDITIO NS OF PARTICIPATION TO WHICH THE PARTICIPANT AGREES: 
 

1. In consideration of the use of premises or facilities owned or operated by Lehigh University and/or in consideration of 
permitting me to participate in this activity, on behalf of myself, my heirs, executors, administrators, successors or 
assigns, I hereby release and forever discharge Lehigh University, its agents, servants, and employees of and from any and 
all manner of actions, causes of action, suits, damages, claims, and demands, on account of personal injury, including 
death, or any other cause whatsoever, which I may have against them by reason of or arising out of my participation in 
this activity. 
 

2.  Lehigh is not responsible for my welfare during periods of independent travel or during any absences from the 
program. 
 

3.  Lehigh reserves the right to take whatever action is warranted under circumstances relating to my health and safety, 
and I shall not hold Lehigh responsible for such decisions or actions.  I understand that I am required to take out an 
insurance policy to cover medical services and treatment during the period abroad, if I am not sufficiently covered by my 
existing health insurance plan (other than the International Student Identity Card). I take full responsibility for 
knowledge of any limitations in my insurance policy that apply to travel abroad.   
 

4.  I hereby authorize Lehigh and its agents, at their discretion and without obtaining any further consent, to arrange 
medical services and treatment as may be deemed necessary for me at my/my parentsõ and/or guardiansõ sole risk and 
expense.  If deemed necessary or desirable by Lehigh, I may be returned to the United States by commercial airline or 
other means at my expense for medical treatment.  
 

5.  I understand and agree to be bound by the rules and policies in the Lehigh University Student Handbook, 
specifically, the code of conduct.  Initial here: ___________ 
 



6.  I will at all times comply with the rules, standards, and instructions for student conduct and behavior of Lehigh and 
the hosting institution(s).  Lehigh reserves the right to enforce appropriate standards of conduct and specifically reserves 
the right to terminate my participation for failure to maintain these standards or for any actions of conduct which Lehigh 
considers to be incompatible with the interest, harmony, comfort or welfare of participants.  In particular , either 
possession/consumption of controlled substances (by U.S. definition, or that of any other country visited) or alcohol 
impairment/abuse may result in immediate termination from the program. I understand that I am expected to act 
responsibly at all times and I agree to do so. 
 

7. During periods of free time Lehigh does not accept liability for the consequences of my decisions which may negatively 
or adversely impact me. Free time is determined to mean unscheduled time when students are not under the direction or 
supervision of the program or its agents.  
 

8.  Alcohol and drug abuse and/or excess will not be tolerated.  If I am found impaired from participating in expected 
classroom attendance, group activities, excursions, and/or conduct disruptive of or incompatible with the program 
purpose and objectives, Lehigh and/or the host program may exercise the authority to facilitate my immediate expulsion 
from the program and I will return to the U.S.  Unacceptable conduct (including, but not limited to): unauthorized 
absence from the program when attendance/participation is expected, harassment and/or abuse, assault, vandalism, 
public disturbance, gambling, solicitation, and any illegal activity.   
 

9.  If I should have my participation terminated in accordance with the conditions above, then Lehigh shall have the right 
to require me to leave the program without refund of tuition and fees paid to Lehigh, and, if I return to the U.S. prior to 
the established end date of the program, without  academic credit. If directed to return to the United States by Lehigh 
University, I agree to abide by all such directions.  
 

10.  I agree to indemnify Lehigh and its agents against any consequences of my actions when I am not observing and 
complying with Lehighõs or a hosting institutionõs rules, standards and instructions.  Lehigh will not accept liability for 
any act I commit, willful or negligent, which results in damages or injury to persons or property, and I agree to undertake 
full reimbursement to the injured party should such occasion rise. 
 

11.  Lehigh will endeavor to adhere to all arrangements made but nevertheless reserves the right to change or alter any 
arrangement concerning the location and/or content of the program should this be necessary. 
 

12.  I will pay all charges due according to the regularly scheduled billing by Lehigh University and I am responsible for 
the timely payment of all other charges incurred by me or on my behalf while on the program.  I agree to pay all tuition 
and fees associated with participation in the program and assume responsibility for any damages, losses, or charges for 
extra services in my accommodations or the common areas and grounds of the host institutions which may result from 
my actions or omissions. 
 

13.  I agree to attend the program at its established location according to its established schedule, including all regularly 
scheduled orientations, classes, excursions, and exams.  
 

14. I am liable for any additional unforeseen costs (housing, board, travel fees, etc.) associated with my participation in 
the program in the event of an emergency that detains me outside of the program and/or planned program dates.  I am 
responsible for the purchase of trip interruption/cancellation insurance.  
 

15. I accept responsibility for any damage/theft done to my room or any other part of my housing/residence and its 
equipment, including telephones, vending machines, washers and dryers and so forth.  Public area damage/theft that 
cannot be attributed to specific individuals will be billed on a pro-rated basis to residence of that section, floor, or 
building in accordance with the Lehigh damage Billing Policies and Procedures.  I agree to be held responsible for the 
actions of guests I allow to enter housing / residences.  Willful destruction of property is cause for disciplinary action.  All 
damage billing incurs a 15% service charge. 
 

16. I consent to the distribution of information relevant to my participation in a study abroad program to the 
parent/guardian contact that I have specified as my emergency contact. I consent to let the study abroad office discuss 
academic and disciplinary records for the purpose of ensuring my continued health, safety, and student status, as it 
pertains to my study abroad experience. 
 

17.  I consent to the use of my photographs, and also my comments and likeness, by Lehigh for publicity purposes.   
 
By signing here, I confirm that I have read and understand these conditions and agree to be bound by them. 
 
 

 
Student Signature: Date: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lehigh in  PERU 
August 14th ð August 22nd  

Application Form 

 

 

 

PERSONAL INFORMA TION: 

Name:  Lehigh ID#:  Email:  

Passport Number:  Nationality:  Birth Date 

Home Phone:  School Phone:  Sex:      M        F 

Home Address:  City:  State:  Zip Code:  

Campus Address-UC Box:  
 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION: 

Person(s) to notify:   Relationship to you:  

Emergency Address:  Emergency Phone:  
 

ACADEMIC INFORMATION  

Class:  Overall GPA:  GPA Last Semester:  

College:  Major(s)/Minor(s):  

Academic Advisor:  Department:  
 

 

 

Student Signature:  Date:  
 

Are you interested in group travel?  YES 
 
 NO  

 

 

COURSE SELECTION 

 

 ECO 195 : Microfinance Immersion Seminar (1 credit) (Pre-Requisite : Eco 1) 
 
 
 
 

Ã $200 non-refundable deposit 
Ã Application  

Ã ISIC Form 
Ã Three (3) passport photos  

Ã Cost & Conditions Form (signed) Ã Copy of student Id 

Office use only: Deposit Amount:     Check #:           Cash:    Date:         /         /  

Return to: 
Lehigh University, Study Abroad Office 

32 Sayre Drive, Coxe Hall, Bethlehem, PA  18015 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




