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PROGRAM OUTLINE 

 
This is a 17-day course on sustainable development in Costa Rica during winter break (Dec. 26, 2008 to Jan, 
11, 2009).   
 
Professor Cutcliffe is a faculty member in history and directs Lehighôs Science, Technology and Society 
Program. Professor Morris is a faculty member in Lehighôs department of Earth and Environment Sciences 
and has lived and conducted research in the tropical moist forests of Venezuela for 2 years. Professor Morris 
currently has an active research program in the lake district of Argentina. Professor Weisman is a faculty 
member in Lehighôs department of Civil and Environmental Engineering and has an expertise in water 
resource development and has worked and traveled in Costa Rica, Honduras, and Panama. Together they will 
lead students through a multidisciplinary investigation of sustainable development in Costa Rica. 
 
 

LOCATION 
 

Costa Rica is a small (size of West Virginia) Central American nation which lies on a narrow strip of 
land separating the Pacific Ocean and the Caribbean Sea. Costa Ricaôs tropical climate, geographic location, 
and evolutionary past have combined to provide a rich diversity of habitats and a spectacular array of biota. 
Habitats range from mangrove swamps to rain and cloud forests to seasonal dry forests, and alpine meadows 
situated near active volcanoes. This small strip of land boasts over 10% of the worldôs bird and butterfly 
species, as well as over 1200 species of orchids! 

 
Costa Rica is internationally recognized for its innovative approaches to conservation and sustainable 

development. At considerable economic cost, the country has preserved over 25% of its land area as national 
parks or private reserves. Costa Rican society is currently debating the trade-offs between economic 
development and environmental preservation. The Costa Rican experience provides numerous real world 
examples of the complex and diverse forces that threaten tropical ecosystems and various attempts to preserve 
these ecosystems and still grow economically. 
 
Compared with other Central American nations, Costa Rica has been blessed with remarkable stability: few 
extremes of wealth and poverty, no standing army, and a proud history as the regionôs most stable democracy. 
The country is a growing destination for ecotourism and hosts a number of university field courses on tropical 
ecology. 

 
 

TRAVEL & ACCOMODATIONS 
 

Students will depart from Newark for San Jose, Costa Rica on December 26, 2008 and return on January 11, 
2009. In Costa Rica, transportation and accommodations will be arranged by the Organization for Tropical 
Studies (OTS), which has substantial experience operating similar educational programs in the region. While 
at OTSôs biological stations, students will be housed in student dormitories. In San Jose and other populated 
areas, students will be housed (multiple occupancy) in hotels. 
 
 



 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
 
ES 122:  Sustainable Development, The Costa Rican Experience (3 credits of social science) 
The course is an examination of sustainable development and its implementation in Costa Rica.  Students 
investigate sustainable agriculture and energy, ecotourism, land use planning and management, and the issue 
of biodiversity vs. resource exploitation in forests.  Students also learn about Costa Rica, its social fabric, 
history, government, and culture. 
 
Students and faculty will spend 17 days in Costa Rica during the winter break. The primary focus of the course 
will be case studies of specific sustainable development projects using a multidisciplinary approach. Students 
will visit the projects and learn about the goals and objectives, successes and failures of each. Various 
government and non-government agency representatives as well as local farmers and business people will 
describe and lecture on these projects.   
 
The class is divided into small multidisciplinary teams of students each focusing on a particular facet of 
sustainable development. Students will write a report, which will include a broad view of that facet of 
sustainable development, how it affects the local, regional, and national economy. The paper should show an 
understanding of the legal and financial instruments created by the Costa Rican government that enables that 
facet of sustainable development to take place. 
 
In addition to visiting and learning about specific sustainable development projects, students visit various 
cultural sites, including museums, and natural history sites such as volcanoes and rain forests. 

 

Course Objectives 
Á Investigate the philosophy of and approaches to sustainable development. 

Á Learn about Costa Rican political, economic, and social institutions, which influence conservation and 
sustainable development policies. 

Á Learn the challenges associated with economic and social development in Latin America. 

Á Learn about the unique attributes of tropical rain forests and understand the ways in which rain forests 
have been exploited. 

Á Provide students with experience working in multidisciplinary teams to analyze and interpret 
information and solve problems. 

Á Provide ample opportunity for students to write and speak. 

Á Expose students to the richness of Costa Rican culture and natural history. 
 
 

Possible Course Activities: 
Á Lectures on various aspects of conservation, natural resource management, and sustainable 

development by government and NGO officials (e.g. Sistema Nacional de Areas de Conservacion, 
Ministrerio de Planification Nacional y Politica economica, INBio, FUNDECOR, etc). 



Á Tours (and related lectures) of sustainable development projects which will form the basis for student 
group projects. 

Á Tours of traditional and modern agribusiness operations (i.e. coffee, banana, etc). 

Á Tours of renewable energy projects (hydroelectric, wind, geothermal, etc). 

Á Field trips and lectures at La Selva Biological Station (rainforest ecology), and Palo Verde Biological 
Station (dry forest ecology), San Luis Biological Station (cloud forest ecology), Cabo Blanco Absolute 
Reserve (dry forest and Pacific tide pool ecology), Tortuguero National Park (Caribbean conservation 
area) 

Á Visits to museums of art, culture, history, and natural history. 

Á River trips and eco-tourist activities. 

 

 
Pre-requisites and Requirements 

 
No pre-requisite other than sophomore or higher standing. We are attempting to attract students with diverse 
backgrounds from all 3 of Lehighôs colleges. Spanish is not required, but if you do speak Spanish you will have 
ample opportunity to practice. 
 
All participants are REQUIRED to attend 6 class meetings during the fall semester of 2008 
(5:00pm on 10/7; 7-9:00 pm on 10/21; 10/28; 11/4; 11/11 and 5:00 pm on 12/2). These class meetings will 
provide an important foundation prior to our arrival in Costa Rica. These meetings will include: 
 1. discussions of assigned readings; 
 2. investigation and discussion of relevant Web sites and other resource materials; 

3. background information and discussion of project subjects; 
4.    preparation for travel to Costa Rica. 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 



 
 
 

Student Understanding and Agreement 
Lehigh Study Abroad 

Winter and Summer Study Abroad Programs 
 

Reference in this document to Lehigh and its agents shall include the legal guardians or other adults responsible for 
the applicant or participant. Reference to program shall include the host institution abroad and its staff, faculty, or 
agents responsible for the applicant or participant.  The terms student, applicant, participant, and ôyouõ are used 
interchangeably.  
 

COST AND PAYMENTS 
 

1.  DEPOSIT AND PAYMENT:  A $200 non-refundable deposit is due at the time of application payable by check (to Lehigh 
University) or credit card (in the Bursarõs office only).  Upon acceptance into the program, the balance of the program cost will 
be billed with full payment due by the date on the invoice.  The deposit is transferable to another program running concurrent 
with the program to which the student applied, however it is not transferable to a program running during a different year or a 
different term.  The only circumstance under which a deposit will be refunded is if the student is not accepted into the 
program by programõs director(s).  
 

2.  ACCEPTANCE:  Once a student applies to a study abroad program, the student is deemed to agree to enroll in the program 
for which the student applied, if the studentõs application is accepted.  Program directors may elect to require interviews, 
written statements, or both, before making the decision to accept a student, even if either or both are not  
 

2.  PROGRAM COST: (Tentative*) $ 3,590. This includes tuition for 3 credits, housing for the duration of the program,, and 
some meals. The cost also includes in-country transportation related to the program, an International Student ID card, use of 
the program facilities, field trips, and group excursions. Not included in the program cost are airfare, local travel, some meals, 
laundry, personal expenses, personal travel, and costs such as extra nights lodging and meals due to unforeseen events.    * 
Housing costs and other costs are reasonable estimates at this time. Final billing will reflect any changes in cost. 
 

3.  BALANCE DUE:  Billing will occur as usual, with tuition bills coming from the Lehigh University Bursarõs Office.  All tuition 
payment policies apply as usual.   
 

4.  WITHDRAWAL:  Lehigh must often undertake substantial financial commitment on behalf of students prior to the 
beginning of study abroad programs.  To withdraw from the program, the student must notify the Study Abroad Office in 
writing ; failure to supply written notification may result in the student being charged for unrecoverable funds Lehigh has 
committed on the studentõs behalf.   Students are responsible for purchasing their own trip interruption/cancellation insurance.  
The deposit submitted at the time of application is non-refundable.  
 

5.  DISMISSAL PRIOR TO DEPARTURE:  If a student applicantõs conduct after application to the program leads to 
disciplinary probation, the student will be dropped from the program and will forfeit the deposit as well as any 
unrecoverable money Lehigh has committed on behalf of the student up to the date of dismissal.  If a student is dropped 
from the program for any reason prior to the departure date, the student may still be responsible for airline and housing 
cancellation fees.   
 

6. PROGRAM CANCELLATION:  See the Lehigh Study Abroad office website for full details on Lehighõs cancellation policy.   
 

REQUIREMENTS AND COMPETENCIES 
 

1.  ELIGIBILITY:  Participants must be registered as full-time students at Lehigh the semester prior to studying abroad.  
Students must be in good academic standing at the time of application to the program.  Students may not be on disciplinary 
probation the semester prior to participation, or during program.  Studentsõ behavior reflects on Lehigh University. All studentsõ 
disciplinary histories are reviewed prior to approval to study abroad, and those whose records indicate a history of 
inappropriate conduct should expect to have their cases reviewed in depth by the Dean of Students office and the Study Abroad 
office. Such records will be considered in the final decision about whether a student may study abroad.   
If you have been on disciplinary probation at Lehigh in the past, please check here ____. If you are currently  on 
disciplinary probation, check here ____. In either case, please attach an explanation. In rare cases, some eligibility standards 
may be petitioned. 
 



2.  COMPETENCIES:  In order to be able to participate in credit-bearing activities conducted off-campus, a student must 
demonstrate the competencies outlined below. Inability to demonstrate these competencies at any point may result in a review 
of student participation by the appropriate faculty/staff at Lehigh.  Questions concerning this may be directed to the Director of 
the Study Abroad office, Neil McGurty, or the Associate Dean of Students, Susan Lantz.   

a. Ability to be flexible and adapt to the new circumstances presented.  Navigate independently and/or 
appropriately in a new and /or unfamiliar environment. (Ex: live with a host family; use urban/rural public 
transportation systems.) 

b. Ability to be responsible for all known medical and psychological needs prior to participation in credit-bearing 
off-campus activity, as well as the ability to be functionally stable for at least six months prior to participation. 

c. Capacity to respect the host culture and its different language(s), values, customs, belief systems.  
d. Knowledge of, and willingness to uphold, reasonable and appropriate standards for living and learning 

environments.  
My signature here indicates that I meet the competencies listed above, and I understand that if at any point evidence arises demonstrating that I cannot 
fulfill or meet these basic competencies, my case will be subject to review by the appropriate faculty/staff at Lehigh University.        

Student Signature: Date: 
 

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL  
 

1.  AIRLINE RESERVATIONS:  Programs generally offer group flights when a sufficient number of students wish to take the 
flight.  Students may make their own travel arrangements if they prefer.  Students pay the cost of airfare directly to American 
Express Travel if they take a group flight or to the vendor of their choice if they make their own travel arrangements. 
 

2.  IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENTS: Each student must have his/her own PASSPORT which is valid for at least six months 
beyond the last day of the program.  Participants are responsible for obtaining this document; forms may be obtained at 
www.travel.state.gov.  Please note that it may take up to 8 weeks to process an application for a U.S. passport.  Indicate 
whether you have a passport, or are currently in the process of applying for a passport:    
.     
Have:   Applying:  Todayõs date:  

 

3.  VISAS:  Obtaining proper study/travel visas is the responsibility of the participant, unless the program brochure states 
otherwise. Students must be aware that obtaining visas may be a lengthy process involving persistence and attention to detail.  
Costs associated with visas are the participantõs responsibility.  
 

4. WEB REGISTRATION:  Participants agree to register their international travel prior to departure on Banner (under 
òPersonal Informationó). Directions will be sent to participants, and students must register by the deadline stated in the 
directions.  
 
CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION TO WHICH THE PARTICIPANT AGREES:  
 

1. In consideration of the use of premises or facilities owned or operated by Lehigh University and/or in consideration of 
permitting me to participate in this activity, on behalf of myself, my heirs, executors, administrators, successors or assigns, I 
hereby release and forever discharge Lehigh University, its agents, servants, and employees of and from any and all manner of 
actions, causes of action, suits, damages, claims, and demands, on account of personal injury, including death, or any other cause 
whatsoever, which I may have against them by reason of or arising out of my participation in this activity. 
 

2.  Lehigh is not responsible for my welfare during periods of independent travel or during any absences from the program. 
 

3.  Lehigh reserves the right to take whatever action is warranted under circumstances relating to my health and safety, and I 
shall not hold Lehigh responsible for such decisions or actions.  I understand that I am required to take out an insurance policy 
to cover medical services and treatment during the period abroad, if I am not sufficiently covered by my existing health 
insurance plan (other than the International Student Identity Card). I take full responsibility for knowledge of any limitations 
in my insurance policy that apply to travel abroad.   
 

4.  I hereby authorize Lehigh and its agents, at their discretion and without obtaining any further consent, to arrange medical 
services and treatment as may be deemed necessary for me at my/my parentsõ and/or guardiansõ sole risk and expense.  If deemed 
necessary or desirable by Lehigh, I may be returned to the United States by commercial airline or other means at my expense for 
medical treatment.  
 

5.  I understand and agree to be bound by the rules and policies in the Lehigh University Student Handbook, specifically, 
the code of conduct.  Initial here: ___________ 
 



6.  I will  at all times comply with the rules, standards, and instructions for student conduct and behavior of Lehigh and the 
hosting institution(s).  Lehigh reserves the right to enforce appropriate standards of conduct and specifically reserves the right 
to terminate my participation for failure to maintain these standards or for any actions of conduct which Lehigh considers to be 
incompatible with the interest, harmony, comfort or welfare of participants.  In particular , either possession/consumption of 
controlled substances (by U.S. definition, or that of any other country visited) or alcohol impairment/abuse may result in 
immediate termination from the program. I understand that I am expected to act responsibly at all times and I agree to do so. 
 

7. During periods of free time Lehigh does not accept liability for the consequences of my decisions which may negatively or 
adversely impact me. Free time is determined to mean unscheduled time when students are not under the direction or 
supervision of the program or its agents.  
 

8.  Alcohol and drug abuse and/or excess will not be tolerated.  If I am found impaired from participating in expected classroom 
attendance, group activities, excursions, and/or conduct disruptive of or incompatible with the program purpose and objectives, 
Lehigh and/or the host program may exercise the authority to facilitate my immediate expulsion from the program and I will 
return to the U.S.  Unacceptable conduct (including, but not limited to): unauthorized absence from the program when 
attendance/participation is expected, harassment and/or abuse, assault, vandalism, public disturbance, gambling, solicitation, 
and any illegal activity.   
 

9.  If I should have my participation terminated in accordance with the conditions above, then Lehigh shall have the right to 
require me to leave the program without refund of tuition and fees paid to Lehigh, and, if I return to the U.S. prior to the 
established end date of the program, without  academic credit. If directed to return to the United States by Lehigh University, I 
agree to abide by all such directions.  
 

10.  I agree to indemnify Lehigh and its agents against any consequences of my actions when I am not observing and complying 
with Lehighõs or a hosting institutionõs rules, standards and instructions.  Lehigh will not accept liability for any act I commit, 
willful or negligent, which results in damages or injury to persons or property, and I agree to undertake full reimbursement to 
the injured party should such occasion rise. 
 

11.  Lehigh will endeavor to adhere to all arrangements made but nevertheless reserves the right to change or alter any 
arrangement concerning the location and/or content of the program should this be necessary. 
 

12.  I will pay all charges due according to the regularly scheduled billing by Lehigh University and I am responsible for the 
timely payment of all other charges incurred by me or on my behalf while on the program.  I agree to pay all tuition and fees 
associated with participation in the program and assume responsibility for any damages, losses, or charges for extra services in 
my accommodations or the common areas and grounds of the host institutions which may result from my actions or omissions. 
 

13.  I agree to attend the program at its established location according to its established schedule, including all regularly 
scheduled orientations, classes, excursions, and exams.  
 

14. I am liable for any additional unforeseen costs (housing, board, travel fees, etc.) associated with my participation in the 
program in the event of an emergency that detains me outside of the program and/or planned program dates.  I am responsible 
for the purchase of trip interruption/cancellation insurance.  
 

15. I accept responsibility for any damage/theft done to my room or any other part of my housing/residence and its equipment, 
including telephones, vending machines, washers and dryers and so forth.  Public area damage/theft that cannot be attributed to 
specific individuals will be billed on a pro-rated basis to residence of that section, floor, or building in accordance with the 
Lehigh damage Billing Policies and Procedures.  I agree to be held responsible for the actions of guests I allow to enter housing / 
residences.  Willful destruction of property is cause for disciplinary action.  All damage billing incurs a 15% service charge. 
 

16. I consent to the distribution of information relevant to my participation in a study abroad program to the parent/guardian 
contact that I have specified as my emergency contact. I consent to let the study abroad office discuss academic and disciplinary 
records for the purpose of ensuring my continued health, safety, and student status, as it pertains to my study abroad 
experience. 
 

17.  I consent to the use of my photographs, and also my comments and likeness, by Lehigh for publicity purposes.   
 
By signing here, I confirm that I have read and understand these conditions and agree to be bound by them. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Student Signature: Date: 



 

 
 

 

 



Lehigh in  Costa Rica  
December 26, 2008 ð January 11, 2009 

 

Application Form 

 

 

 

PERSONAL INFORMATION: 

Name:  Lehigh ID#:  Email:  

Passport Number:  Nationality:  Birth Date 

Home Phone:  School Phone:  Sex:      M        F 

Home Address:  City:  State:  Zip Code:  

Campus Address-US Box:  
 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION:  

Person(s) to notify:   Relationship to you:  

Emergency Address:  Emergency Phone:  
 

ACADEMIC INFORMATION  

Class:  Overall GPA:  GPA Last Semester:  

College:  Major(s)/Minor(s):  

Academic Advisor:  Department:  
 

Student Signature:  Date:  
 

Are you interested in group travel? Yes____________   No____________    
 

COURSE SELECTION:  

 

 ES:122 Sustainable Development, The Costa Rican Experience 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ã $200 non-refundable deposit 
Ã Application  

Ã ISIC Form 
Ã Two (2) passport photos  

Ã Cost & Conditions Form (signed) Ã Copy of student Id 

Office use only: Deposit Amount:    Check #:           Cash:    Date:         /       /  

 
Return to: 

Lehigh University, Study Abroad Office 
32 Sayre Drive, Coxe Hall, Bethlehem, PA  18015 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Student Understanding and Agreement 
Lehigh Study Abroad 

Winter and Summer Study Abroad Programs 
 

Reference in this document to Lehigh and its agents shall include the legal guardians or other adults responsible for 
the applicant or participant. Reference to program shall include the host institution abroad and its staff, faculty, or 
agents responsible for the applicant or participant.  The terms student, applicant, participant, and ôyouõ are used 
interchangeably.  
 

COST AND PAYMENTS 
 

1.  DEPOSIT AND PAYMENT:  A $200 non-refundable deposit is due at the time of application payable by check (to Lehigh 
University) or credit card (in the Bursarõs office only).  Upon acceptance into the program, the balance of the program cost will 
be billed with full payment due by the date on the invoice.  The deposit is transferable to another program running concurrent 
with the program to which the student applied, however it is not transferable to a program running during a different year or a 
different term.  The only circumstance under which a deposit will be refunded is if the student is not accepted into the 
program by programõs director(s).  
 

2.  ACCEPTANCE:  Once a student applies to a study abroad program, the student is deemed to agree to enroll in the program 
for which the student applied, if the studentõs application is accepted.  Program directors may elect to require interviews, 
written statements, or both, before making the decision to accept a student, even if either or both are not  
 

2.  PROGRAM COST: (Tentative*) $3,590.  This includes tuition for 3 credits, housing for the duration of the program,, and 
some meals. The cost also includes in-country transportation related to the program, an International Student ID card, use of 
the program facilities, field trips, and group excursions. Not included in the program cost are airfare, local travel, some meals, 
laundry, personal expenses, personal travel, and costs such as extra nights lodging and meals due to unforeseen events.    * 
Housing costs and other costs are reasonable estimates at this time. Final billing will reflect any changes in cost. 
 

3.  BALANCE DUE:  Billing will occur as usual, with tuition bills coming from the Lehigh University Bursarõs Office.  All tuition 
payment policies apply as usual.   
 

4.  WITHDRAWAL:  Lehigh must often undertake substantial financial commitment on behalf of students prior to the 
beginning of study abroad programs.  To withdraw from the program, the student must notify the Study Abroad Office in 
writing ; failure to supply written notification may result in the student being charged for unrecoverable funds Lehigh has 
committed on the studentõs behalf.   Students are responsible for purchasing their own trip interruption/cancellation insurance.  
The deposit submitted at the time of application is non-refundable.  
 

5.  DISMISSAL PRIOR TO DEPARTURE:  If a student applicantõs conduct after application to the program leads to 
disciplinary probation, the student will be dropped from the program and will forfeit the deposit as well as any 
unrecoverable money Lehigh has committed on behalf of the student up to the date of dismissal.  If a student is dropped 
from the program for any reason prior to the departure date, the student may still be responsible for airline and housing 
cancellation fees.   
 

6. PROGRAM CANCELLATION:  See the Lehigh Study Abroad office website for full details on Lehighõs cancellation policy.   
 

REQUIREMENTS AND COMPETENCIES 
 

1.  ELIGIBILITY:  Participants must be registered as full-time students at Lehigh the semester prior to studying abroad.  
Students must be in good academic standing at the time of application to the program.  Students may not be on disciplinary 
probation the semester prior to participation, or during program.  Studentsõ behavior reflects on Lehigh University. All studentsõ 
disciplinary histories are reviewed prior to approval to study abroad, and those whose records indicate a history of 
inappropriate conduct should expect to have their cases reviewed in depth by the Dean of Students office and the Study Abroad 
office. Such records will be considered in the final decision about whether a student may study abroad.   
If you have been on disciplinary probation at Lehigh in the past, please check here ____. If you are currently  on 
disciplinary probation, check here ____. In either case, please attach an explanation. In rare cases, some eligibility standards 
may be petitioned. 
 

2.  COMPETENCIES:  In order to be able to participate in credit-bearing activities conducted off-campus, a student must 
demonstrate the competencies outlined below. Inability to demonstrate these competencies at any point may result in a review 



of student participation by the appropriate faculty/staff at Lehigh.  Questions concerning this may be directed to the Director of 
the Study Abroad office, Neil McGurty, or the Associate Dean of Students, Susan Lantz.   

e. Ability to be flexible and adapt to the new circumstances presented.  Navigate independently and/or 
appropriately in a new and /or unfamiliar environment. (Ex: live with a host family; use urban/rural public 
transportation systems.) 

f. Ability to be responsible for all known medical and psychological needs prior to participation in credit-bearing 
off-campus activity, as well as the ability to be functionally stable for at least six months prior to participation. 

g. Capacity to respect the host culture and its different language(s), values, customs, belief systems.  
h. Knowledge of, and willingness to uphold, reasonable and appropriate standards for living and learning 

environments.  
My signature here indicates that I meet the competencies listed above, and I understand that if at any point evidence arises demonstrating that I cannot 
fulfill or meet these basic competencies, my case will be subject to review by the appropriate faculty/staff at Lehigh University.        

Student Signature: Date: 
 

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL  
 

1.  AIRLINE RESERVATIONS:  Programs generally offer group flights when a sufficient number of students wish to take the 
flight.  Students may make their own travel arrangements if they prefer.  Students pay the cost of airfare directly to American 
Express Travel if they take a group flight or to the vendor of their choice if they make their own travel arrangements. 
 

2.  IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENTS: Each student must have his/her own PASSPORT which is valid for at least six months 
beyond the last day of the program.  Participants are responsible for obtaining this document; forms may be obtained at 
www.travel.state.gov.  Please note that it may take up to 8 weeks to process an application for a U.S. passport.  Indicate 
whether you have a passport, or are currently in the process of applying for a passport:    
.     
Have:   Applying:  Todayõs date:  

 

3.  VISAS:  Obtaining proper study/travel visas is the responsibility of the participant, unless the program brochure states 
otherwise. Students must be aware that obtaining visas may be a lengthy process involving persistence and attention to detail.  
Costs associated with visas are the participantõs responsibility.  
 

4. WEB REGISTRATION:  Participants agree to register their international travel prior to departure on Banner (under 
òPersonal Informationó). Directions will be sent to participants, and students must register by the deadline stated in the 
directions.  
 
CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION TO WHICH THE PARTICIPANT AGREES:  
 

1. In consideration of the use of premises or facilities owned or operated by Lehigh University and/or in consideration of 
permitting me to participate in this activity, on behalf of myself, my heirs, executors, administrators, successors or assigns, I 
hereby release and forever discharge Lehigh University, its agents, servants, and employees of and from any and all manner of 
actions, causes of action, suits, damages, claims, and demands, on account of personal injury, including death, or any other cause 
whatsoever, which I may have against them by reason of or arising out of my participation in this activity. 
 

2.  Lehigh is not responsible for my welfare during periods of independent travel or during any absences from the program. 
 

3.  Lehigh reserves the right to take whatever action is warranted under circumstances relating to my health and safety, and I 
shall not hold Lehigh responsible for such decisions or actions.  I understand that I am required to take out an insurance policy 
to cover medical services and treatment during the period abroad, if I am not sufficiently covered by my existing health 
insurance plan (other than the International Student Identity Card). I take full responsibility for knowledge of any limitations 
in my insurance policy that apply to travel abroad.   
 

4.  I hereby authorize Lehigh and its agents, at their discretion and without obtaining any further consent, to arrange medical 
services and treatment as may be deemed necessary for me at my/my parentsõ and/or guardiansõ sole risk and expense.  If deemed 
necessary or desirable by Lehigh, I may be returned to the United States by commercial airline or other means at my expense for 
medical treatment.  
 

5.  I understand and agree to be bound by the rules and policies in the Lehigh University Student Handbook, specifically, 
the code of conduct.  Initial here: ___________ 
 

6.  I will at all times comply with the rules, standards, and instructions for student conduct and behavior of Lehigh and the 
hosting institution(s).  Lehigh reserves the right to enforce appropriate standards of conduct and specifically reserves the right 
to terminate my participation for failure to maintain these standards or for any actions of conduct which Lehigh considers to be 



incompatible with the interest, harmony, comfort or welfare of participants.  In particular , either possession/consumption of 
controlled substances (by U.S. definition, or that of any other country visited) or alcohol impairment/abuse may result in 
immediate termination from the program. I understand that I am expected to act responsibly at all times and I agree to do so. 
 

7. During periods of free time Lehigh does not accept liability for the consequences of my decisions which may negatively or 
adversely impact me. Free time is determined to mean unscheduled time when students are not under the direction or 
supervision of the program or its agents.  
 

8.  Alcohol and drug abuse and/or excess will not be tolerated.  If I am found impaired from participating in expected classroom 
attendance, group activities, excursions, and/or conduct disruptive of or incompatible with the program purpose and objectives, 
Lehigh and/or the host program may exercise the authority to facilitate my immediate expulsion from the program and I will 
return to the U.S.  Unacceptable conduct (including, but not limited to): unauthorized absence from the program when 
attendance/participation is expected, harassment and/or abuse, assault, vandalism, public disturbance, gambling, solicitation, 
and any illegal activity.   
 

9.  If I should have my participation terminated in accordance with the conditions above, then Lehigh shall have the right to 
require me to leave the program without refund of tuition and fees paid to Lehigh, and, if I return to the U.S. prior to the 
established end date of the program, without  academic credit. If directed to return to the United States by Lehigh University, I 
agree to abide by all such directions.  
 

10.  I agree to indemnify Lehigh and its agents against any consequences of my actions when I am not observing and complying 
with Lehighõs or a hosting institutionõs rules, standards and instructions.  Lehigh will not accept liability for any act I commit, 
willful or negligent, which results in damages or injury to persons or property, and I agree to undertake full reimbursement to 
the injured party should such occasion rise. 
 

11.  Lehigh will endeavor to adhere to all arrangements made but nevertheless reserves the right to change or alter any 
arrangement concerning the location and/or content of the program should this be necessary. 
 

12.  I will pay all charges due according to the regularly scheduled billing by Lehigh University and I am responsible for the 
timely payment of all other charges incurred by me or on my behalf while on the program.  I agree to pay all tuition and fees 
associated with participation in the program and assume responsibility for any damages, losses, or charges for extra services in 
my accommodations or the common areas and grounds of the host institutions which may result from my actions or omissions. 
 

13.  I agree to attend the program at its established location according to its established schedule, including all regularly 
scheduled orientations, classes, excursions, and exams.  
 

14. I am liable for any additional unforeseen costs (housing, board, travel fees, etc.) associated with my participation in the 
program in the event of an emergency that detains me outside of the program and/or planned program dates.  I am responsible 
for the purchase of trip interruption/cancellation insurance.  
 

15. I accept responsibility for any damage/theft done to my room or any other part of my housing/residence and its equipment, 
including telephones, vending machines, washers and dryers and so forth.  Public area damage/theft that cannot be attributed to 
specific individuals will be billed on a pro-rated basis to residence of that section, floor, or building in accordance with the 
Lehigh damage Billing Policies and Procedures.  I agree to be held responsible for the actions of guests I allow to enter housing / 
residences.  Willful destruction of property is cause for disciplinary action.  All damage billing incurs a 15% service charge. 
 

16. I consent to the distribution of information relevant to my participation in a study abroad program to the parent/guardian 
contact that I have specified as my emergency contact. I consent to let the study abroad office discuss academic and disciplinary 
records for the purpose of ensuring my continued health, safety, and student status, as it pertains to my study abroad 
experience. 
 

17.  I consent to the use of my photographs, and also my comments and likeness, by Lehigh for publicity purposes.   
 
By signing here, I confirm that I have read and understand these conditions and agree to be bound by them. 
 

 
 

Student Signature: Date: 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Scholarship Application 
 

ES-122 Sustainable Development: The Costa Rican Experience 

 

Deadline May16 
 

A limited number of scholarships are available for this course in the amount of $300 per award. These awards 

are made on a competitive basis for students who would otherwise be financially unable to participate in the 

class. The degree of financial need of each applicant will be determined by Lehighôs financial aid office.  The 

essay and questions on this application are designed to help us determine the possible significance of this 

experience on the academic and professional development of the applicant. We will notify you of the award by 

May 21. Successful applicants will be expected to have the completed registration materials (including the $200 

deposit) returned to the Lehigh Abroad office by May 30.  The $300 scholarship and the early enrollment 

discount ($300) approximately offset the anticipated cost of airfare to Costa Rica.  Please note that the 

scholarship will be applied directly to your airfare while the early enrollment discount will be applied to the 

course program fee. 

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                 

 

Lehigh Address:  ______________________________________________ 

    

   ______________________________________________ 

 

Lehigh Phone: ___________________ 

 

Lehigh e-mail: __________________ 

 

Permanent (Parentôs) Phone: ____________ 

 

Expected graduation date: __________ 

 

Major: _________________________ 

 

Cumulative GPA: _________ 

 

Do you have previous foreign travel experience?       Yes           No 

If yes, please list your experiences on the back of this form. 

 

Please provide an essay (less than 2 pages double spaced) telling us how this experience will contribute to your 

academic and professional development.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lehigh University 

Academic Support Services 
Office of the Dean of Students (DOS) 

212 University Center 

 

 

REQUEST FOR DISABILITY SUPPORT SERVICES 

 
It is the policy of Lehigh University to ensure that all University goods, services, facilities, privileges, 

advantages, and accommodations are meaningfully accessible to qualified persons with disabilities in 

accordance with the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 

1973, and other pertinent federal, state, and local disability anti-discrimination laws. 

 

Reasonable accommodations will be made on an individual basis, if available in the host country and/or host 

institution, and may differ from Lehigh University.  It is the responsibility of persons with disabilities, however, 

to seek available assistance and to make his/her needs known to the university. 

 

If you are an individual with a disability who may require assistance or academic accommodations from Lehigh 

University, please complete this form and send it to the address indicated below.   The Office of Academic 

Support Services may need to consult with the Study Abroad Office to ensure appropriate accommodations. 

 

After submitting this form, make an appointment with Cheryl Ashcroft, 212 University Center, phone 610-758-

4152.   

 

Please cut along this line and retain the top portion of this form for your reference. 

 

 

Name:  Nature of  Disability : 
 

Address:    Visual 
      
City/State/Zip:     Hearing 
    

Telephone:    Mobility  
 

SS#:    Speech 
    

    Medical                                                                                                                       
   

Study Abroad Country/Program: 
 

  Psychological 
 

   ADHD  

 

Study Abroad Enrollment: 
 

  Learning Disability 
 

Fall:  Winter:  Spring:  Summer:     Other__________________ 

                              

 

 

Send Form to:   

  

Academic Support Services, 212 University Center, 29 Trembley Drive, 

Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA  18015 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




