Student Presentation Guide
1.  Preliminary:  Provide a slide with a descriptive name for your project and the name(s) of the student researcher(s) below it.
2.  Intro:

· describe the general topic/question of your research, being sure to motivate why this question is worthy of investigation.  Consider putting the question and even some sort of illustration of why it is important on a slide to help interest the audience. 
· what is known about this topic?  Describe the background literature.  Be sure to explain what can be concluded from this literature.  You might want to put highlights of the literature review or the conclusion(s) on a slide.

· provide a transition from the background information to your specific hypothesis -- what question(s) remain to be resolved, given the past findings?  Or, how do the past findings suggest a particular question that needs to be addressed?  Again, consider putting some statement(s)/bullets underlining this transition on a slide.

· given what you just said, what is your hypothesis? **Definitely put the hypothesis statement on a slide.**  Be sure that you have explained where this hypothesis came from.  It should not come out of the clear blue sky!

· describe in general terms how you tested the hypothesis.  What variables are being manipulated, and how?  What are you measuring?  What sort of procedure are you using? Put a summary of these things on a slide.  (For instance, you might make list of the independent and dependent variables.) **remember to keep it to just a general and brief overview here -- the full methodology is described later*** 

·  What are your predictions?  Be sure you give a separate statement about the prediction for independent variable 1, independent variable 2, and the interaction. **Definitely put these predictions on a slide.**

3.  Method:

· describe the participants (summarize on a slide).

· describe the design  (summarize on a slide).

· describe the materials ***and illustrate them on a slide or multiple slides as needed**  Remember to include response measures (questionnaires, etc.) as well as the actual stimuli that participant reacted to. 

· Describe the procedure (summarize on a slide).

4.  Results:

· explain how the data were coded and compiled.  If it is something complicated, you may want a slide here; if it is simple, a slide may not be needed.

· remind the audience of the first prediction.  (put it on a slide).  Present the data relevant to the first prediction and describe, pointing to the slide, whether the means are consistent with your prediction.  Then present the result of the statistical test evaluating this effect (this can also go on the slide / a slide).  Explain whether this outcome supports your hypothesis or not.

· remind the audience of the second prediction.  (put it on a slide).  Present the data relevant to the second prediction and describe, pointing to the slide, whether the means are consistent with your prediction.  Then present the result of the statistical test evaluating this effect (this can also go on the slide / a slide).  Explain whether this outcome supports your hypothesis or not.

· remind the audience of the third prediction.  (put it on a slide).  Present the data relevant to the third prediction and describe, pointing to the slide, whether the means are consistent with your prediction.  Then present the result of the statistical test evaluating this effect (this can also go on the slide / a slide). Explain whether this outcome supports your hypothesis or not.

· provide a wrap-up of the results summarizing to what extent the results supported the hypothesis.  You may want a slide with a summary statement. 

5.  Discussion:

· summarize what you have learned from the experiment with respect to the hypothesis.

· discuss further issues that the results raise, such as other theoretical questions that they bring up, methodological issues, new experiments that should be done to follow up the findings, relation to findings in the past literature, etc.  You may want a slide highlighting (bulleting) these issues.  

· end with a clear concluding statement.  Then, look at your audience and say “Thank you!”  Never end your talk by looking down and mumbling, “Well, I guess that’s about all.”  !!!
